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HE CLOSET. ' v ’ W Fan
T CLOSET MORAL STRENGTH. ‘ ENGLISH SKIES. } JUST A WORD FOR JESUS. ACTIVE FAITH.
The softest and most pliant temper may One effect of the climats of Eogland (it | I; was in the spring of 185-, that \‘Tx | A man me to our Lord with a with
£ 5 p: an came to o ith a with-

be goaded into a rude and violent out-
burst. Christ knew this when He said,
* Enter into thy closet.”” He knew the
necessity for intervals of solitude. The
jar and fret of active life and the trifling

ut manifold annoyances which come to
us, are so many hints that we need to fol-
low his loving counsel. When we are
wearied into 1rritable moods by noise and
care, a few moments or a half hourin
some absolutely quiet spot, will bring
back that fresh, sweet vein of good-humor
which bas no need of patience. It is when
we have been for some time compelling
ourselves 1o be patient, that we should go
into our closet and, as the dear Lord ad-
vised, “ shut the door.”

To shut the door on all that tends to
make us testy, sullen. or even ‘fatigued
and jaded, is to open the door of the soul
to positively needed peace. There should
be such a quiet nook in every house. The
caim of 1t willi be like a benediction.
Lying alone in undisturbed stillness, the
influence of the busy, troublesome day
will grow faint and far. The excited
nerves will be soothed. The heated, angry
blood will be cooled. The -~vorn-out body
will be rested. The mind, tormented by
anxieties or petty provocations, will regain
its balance. A smile will lighten our
faces as we calmly remember how small
was the cause of our disquiet. The re-
covery of our amiability by such means is
as natural as is the loss of it by vexation.
To retain our perfect eqaipoise is as ne-
cessary to the preservation of our bappi-
ness and goodness, as it is requisite tv the
Broper movement of the stars. We must

ave time in which to grow. Sleep allows
tbe body its time. Solitude gives the
body ite time. We cannot become pure
and exalted in thought in the midst of
hurry and confusion.

To get consciously near to the Divine in
us, we must approach it with the revereuce
of silence. Communion with ourselves,
which leaves us nobler and morﬁlzuing
in His sight, is the prayer which b¥ings its
own answer. The cheerful, bright, trust-
ful feeling which such retiring into oar
olosote will bring, cannot but put every
one about us in bappier .~ This
unfailing response to our newly-gained
gentleness will be another reminder of
His tenderness and wisdom who said,
“Thy Father which seeth in secret skall
reward thee openly.

—_— e ce————

LET THEM WORK.

Bishop Simpson, in one of bis Yale lec-
tures, urged that activity be secured in all
the church members, and in so doing he

said :—

« Active work is also neceesary to give
10 each congregation unity and harmony.
An inefficient congregation is usunally a
troublesome ome. Among unemployed
people discords and strife are sure to en-
ter, The familiar lines of Dr. Watts (‘ Sa-
tan finds some mischief still foridle hands
to do’) are illustrated everywhere. " There
are men in evéry congregation who are
exceedingly troublesome. They anncy
the people and the minister. They bave
an immense amount of surplus energy
whieh is seeking for employment. Such

rsons need extra work, and wust have
it 1o be kept quiet. In one of Dr. Chal-
mer’s ragged schools in Glasgow, there
was a boy who could not be 9ont.rolled,
and was a constant interruption to tl!e
school. After bearing long with him it
The superin-
tendent of the school, seeing elements of
power in the boy, pleaded for ome more
trial. It was before the'days of gas, or
even of kerosene lamps, and the school
room was lighted with commun candles.
These were placed on movable stands,
such as were formerly used by shoemak-
ers, snd which consisted of an upright
stick, fastened into a square board, with
an opening in the top of thestick, through
which a piece of leather was drawn that
held the candle. The candles needed fre-

quent snuffing,

candle snuffer.
of his work a change came O i
entered into his work with a spirit,
became ope of the best boys 1n the sc
He only fleeded to be employed.
was so re A
sometimes flogged him several times a day.
God had put into bim a soul of power, 80
that he ceuld not keep still. God made
bim to shake all Europe. .Mothgrs often
ride themselves on baving nice
ys that sit still in the nursery and make
no noise. Such boys will sit still all their
lives, and will accomplish but little for
their friends or the world. Give me the

t keep still; thar upsets
bt el ot phing into confusion

airs and puts everyt

g: the vzjs}:ny; that at school can scarce
ly keep his elbows out of the sides of ths
assuciates, and 1 will show you one Wwho
bas in bim the elements of grest good, if
they can be properly employed. No lxna.t.-
ter how much steam there 1s in the locc-
motive if it is kept on the track and bas a
beavy enough load to draw ; but let it ({up
alone, with a full bead of steam, aAd it

’ track, and the ruin will be

i th
:elsl':illvf:.p Seo these men in our congrega-

ticns who bave 80 much surplus energy

‘will do mischief unless they are lo
down with work.”

little |

and so the superintendent |
appointed this uncontrollable boy general |
From the commencément |
ver him. He |
and i sults so disastrously. Whether workers
hool. | or not, those who stimulate too wuch do

Luther | go not because they
stless in school that his master | to rest,

The counsel of David to his son, * Be
strong and show thyself a man,” is one
that can with great propriety be repeated

to the sons of this generation. Indeed,
need of strength and manliness 18 one of
the most pressiag demands of tke time.
It is not so much knowledge that is want-
ed, for that abounds, bat strength, that
tense and fibrous knitéing of the soul
which comes frowm faith in truth, faith in
virtue, faith in God. Wisdom, however
exalted, that is limited in its horizon by
the narrow view thac bounds our human
vision, will not keep men from sin, The
experiment is an old one, and though re-
peated with infinite variations, is always
a failure. Solomon disregarded the par-
ental warning only to make disastrous
shipwreck of character and life. He stood'
upon the very pinnacle of earthly wisdom,
but it was only that his fall might be the
more conspicunous and complete. Re-
pentance, bitter and deep, may have
brought him back to that wisdom whose
beginning 1s the fear of the Lord. We do
not know. But we have in only two deep
and shadowy outlines the record of his
terrible fall. " In the glittering coils which
the tem pter spun around his life, his great
intellect was like a snared bird. He for-
got the very beginning of wisdom. He
was not strong in divine strength. He
did not show bimself “ a man” in that

rand uplifting of soul which faith in

od and a noble purpose alone can give.

Strength and manhood are indeed the
two crowning graces to which the young
men of our generation should most zeal-
ously aspire. Young men need strength ;
strength to say no when the tempter

. comes, and to say it in such decided tones

that the question will not be asked again ;
strength to endure even ridicule for the
sake of principle; strength to march right
onward in pursuit of honesty and truth,
and virtuous living, even though friends
and epemies alike compi’:ife to belittle
their purpose or oppose their progress.
Young men need manhood, moral courage,
a self-sustained adnd self- power,
which springs from earnest Iis
only in the might of Christian conviction
that such purpose The
wonderful Christian paradox, * When I
am wesak then I am strong,” gives us the
key to the omly inexbaustible treasure-
bouse of moral strength, and courage, and
manliness, and power.

NEGLECT OF REST A CAUSE OF
DRUNKE NNESS.

e

In the opinion of Dr. Jackson, “the

refusal to take proper physical rest, when
tired from labor, is one of the most im-

ortant and powerful causes inducing a
ove for an indulgence in the use of ardent
spitits. Men work vntil they get so tired
that they cannot wait to feel sensibly rest-
ed by process of change going on in their
systems fiom suspension of labor. They
either want to work more hours than they
are able to do; or when they have done as
much as they feel themselves at liberty
to de, they are so tired they cannot rest.
They get rest therefore, in artificial ways,
by resorting to eating and drinking.
Some get rested by drinking tea, others
by drnking coffee, others by chewing and
smoking tobacco; but the great majority
of tired people in this ‘country—and the
larger share of our people are tired—
drink ardent spirits in some other of its
forms or preparations. They fall back
on stimulants instead of the intrinsic vi-
talities of their bodies. They therefore
are lifted up into Zalse conditions. Ac-
cepting these as true, they keep on work-
ing until they become 80 funectionally iw-
paired as to induce itive inability to
work longer, or they me 80 constitu-
tionally depreciated as tv be smitten with
incurable disease.”

There can be no doubt that the neglect
of physical rest is, as Dr. Jackson asserts,
the occasion of much over frequent resort-
ing to alcoholic or other stimulants; but
it is not by any means apparent that too
long continuad work is the oniy or the
main cause of the deficient rest which re-

have no opportunity
but becaus- they spend in dissipa-
tion the hours they should and could de-
vote to sleep.—Scientific American.

- ‘
« ONLY THE CHISELING.” i
A Christian mother lay dying. Beside ‘
ber a loving daughter stood, smoothing |
from the deatb-damp brow the matted
bair. Prolonged suffering bad made dee
lines on thé once beautiful face, but ati ]

ted upon those features a calm,
thero oot P which nothing but a

eful expression,

m in Jesus could give. Tears fell upoh
the pallid face, from eyes that were closely
watching the “ changing of the counten-
ance.” Conmscious of the agomy that
caused them to fall, the mother, looking
heavenward, whispered, °* Patience, dar-
ling, it is only the chiseling.” Reader, ths
Master Sculptor “ seeth aot a8 man seeth.

are many deformities that must
peeds be cbi off before tbou capst |

find » plw‘ in the gﬂler’ on bigh.

must I think, be the climate) is the mei-
lowing of all sights and particularly of all
sounds. Life there scems softer, richer,
sweeter, than it is with us. Bells do not
clang so sharp and barsh upon the ear.
True, they are not rung so much as they |
are with us. Even in London, on Sunday,

their sound is not obstructive. Indeed,

the only bell sound in the great city of

which I bave a distinct memory is-Big

Ben’s delicious, mellow boom. Incountry

walks on Sunday the distinct chimes from

the little antique spiries or towers float to

you like silver voices beard through the

still air. Your own voice is hushed by

them if you are walking with a companion,

and you walk on in sweet and silent sad-

ness. 1 shall never forget the gentle, |
Rsoothing charm of the Bolney chime in |
- Sussex, which, as the sun was leaving the

weald to that long, delicions twilight |
through which day lapses into night in
England, { beard in company with one |
whose sagacious lips, then hushed for a |
moment, are now silent for ever. These
English country chimes are very different
from those that stun our ears from Broad-
way steeples. They are simple, and yet
are not formless jangle; but tbe perform-
ers do not undertake to play opera airs
affetuoso and con expressione with ropes
and iron bammers upon hollow tons of
wmetal.—Atlantic for July.

e e 2 8

THE LOGIC OF UNBMMIEF.
F

The logic of unbelief is a curions study.
In science and philosophy a theory is judg-
ed by its positive proofs and by its ad-
equacy to the facts; but in unbelief a the-
ory is proved, not so much by itive
facts and arguments as by its cbjections
to opposing views. ln particu’ar, a the-
ory of whicg an irreligicus use can be m
acquires a very bigh degree of probabilit
from that fact alone. e chief nm‘t{
of unbelief, so f:.r as it is a matter of rea-
son, lies in this false method. We fail to
notice that the unbeliever is i

|

|

When this is seen, it Y

doclrlu:;qmst
that of bis opponents. -

. ¥ o
In atheistic argumen’s we oonstantly.
meet with this oversight. Objections are
urged against theism and various difficul-
ties are pointed out both in the argument
and in the conception. Thus, it is urged
that the argument can never amount to
demonstration, a claim which all admit,
and then the odd conclusion is drawn that
therefore. atheism is true. The pointings
of probability and the demands of reason
are all in favor of theism, but objections
can always be raised, and this the atheist
mistakes for a proof of his own view. It
never occurs to him to ask whether his
own theory be not in every way more ob-
jectionable and unsatisfactory ; he rests
is case on the difficulties of the opposite
doctrine.—Sunday Afternoon.

e e § e

TESTIMONY OF A CONVERTED
, SKEPTIC.

Men,who bave strayed into skepticism
are continually coming back to the Bible,
and accepting it again as their teacher,
their guide, and their comforter. I am
myself an instance of this. Carried away,
as by a tempest from my early faitb, 1
wandered for years in the dreary regions
of doubt and unbelief. I looked for light
bebeld darkness. I sought rest and found
disquietude. And the farther I went the
wcrse I fared, and the longer I remained
in those dismal shades the more wretched
I became. I found myself at length face
to face with utter darkness and ete
death. God in his mercy rescued me from

'yu_mcll

»
g gl

powerful revival visited a church in one of

| our larger cities, resulting in an ingather-

ing of over eighty souls. The pastor hav-
ing noticed signs of deep religious inter-
est at the service in the lecture-room one

Sabbath evening, gave an earnest appeal
from the words, ** The Spirit and the
bride say, Come.” At the close of his re-
marks he invited any who were interested
to rise and pass into the adjoining session
room while the congregation sang ‘¢ Jesus,
lover of my soul.” Two stansas were
sung and no one moved. Again came an
appeal trom the pastor, stating his assur-
ance that many present were experiencing
the drawings of the Spirit. During the
singing of the third stanzas my sister a
devoted Christian girl whispered in my
ear, *“ Won’t you go ?” It was a simple
word lovingly spoken, but it was all that

was needed to settle the conflict within, ’

and instantly rising to my feet, I went, or
rather fled to the room. The ice was brok-
en, and forty-eight others followed. From

that simple word I date the parpose of |
Leart which sought Christ and found him.

Others acknowledged freely that it was my
example which gave them courage to take
the step that, under God, led to their con-
veraion.

What a glofious reward for so small
a service. And yet the incident is by
no meanssingular. Gud chooses the waak
things of this world to confound the
migkty, and things that are not to, bring
to naught the things that are. Many
have been led to trust bim aud serve him
by ireat. Christian eloquence, others by
broken petitions or stammering remon-
strances, or a single word—as when Jobn
Bunyan, dissolute and bardened, over-
heard a poor unlettered woman praying in
secret, and was turned vy it to pray him-
self; or, as when young Malcowm, 6f Brown
University, waus kindly told by one of his
tedchers tv* one hon zst effort for bis soul’s
sake,” weit to bis room xnd locked it, and
thought of that ion “one honest
effort,” till he came out a new man, whose
name is now revered and beloved by hun-

| dreds, thankfnl for his fidelity.

If the call comes to somein the tempest,
it

is beard in
an eminent preacher was first a
by hearing the president of the college
where be -tudie.:l, in oge of his Qdaily

rayers, repeat that tender hecy of
fuuh, “ A bruised reed -ll:allmp he not
break, and the smoking flax shall he
not quench.” If some are aroused by
terrible things seen or heard, like John
Newton by a storm at sea, or like Chief-
justice Hale by seeing a companion fall
dead in the intoxication of a carnival en-
tertainment, others are touched by some
sweet memory or meditation like Sarah
Martin, by the remorse that followed the
telling of a child:sh falsehood; bere one
deeply pierced by a question from a cnild’s
lips, and there one by the simple tidings
of the conversion of a neighbour. Thou-
sands bave owed their awakening to the
simple accost of a loving friend uttered
with prayer and love.

¢ Call for Simon whose surname is Pe-
ter,who shall tell tbee words whereby thou
and thy house shall be saved,”” was the
divine command to Corpelius. Let us not
limit the Almighty as to ways and means.
How much might be done if Christians
were more ready to speak a simple word
for Chbrist ! l]we would only watch for
opportunities for the * word 1n season,”

an 1ntense desire for souls would fill our
hearts with entreaties which weuld often
find expression in the lips, bow would the
company of believers be multiplied! 1t
was but a word lovingly spoken, but it
saved a soul from deatb.

that awful state and brought me back to
Christ. And bere I am happy in tbe light
of bis truth, and in the assurance of bis
love. I praise the Bible, and love Christ
and Christianity more than ever, and Iam
more happy in tbe work of a minister than'|
ever I was in my life. And my ability to
maintain the claims of Christ and Chris-
tianity and the Bible to the love and rev- |
erence and gratitude of mankind is greater |
than ever. And my hatred anda horror of |
infidelity are greater than ever. 1 know |
it to be the extreme of madness and
misery—the utter degradation and ruin of |
man’s soul. ,

e T

THE APOSTLES IN PRISON.

—_—

The lesson of Christian manliness which |
may be learned from the conduct of Peter |
and Jobn in prison is a valuable one for
these degenerate days. Knowing that the |
charges azainst them were unjust and ab- |
surd, they did not ask for any indulgence,
nor did toey call for a sham cowmittee of |
investigation ; nor did they run all around
Jerusalem to find straw bail. They just
committed themselves to tbe care of God,
and went to jail. In the night the angel |
of the Lord let them out, and the next |
morning they were on daty as if nothiog
bad happened. Alas! not many of tbe|
accused politicians thus pusgently refer-
red to would bave reason, to hope for
divine iaoterposition were tbey placed’
under punishment.

THE RICHES uF JESUS.

|
|
|
|

ered=arm, and asked that it mizht be
healed. Our Lord told him to stretch it

out. He had faith in the power of Jesus;
he stretched out his arm, and i1t wus sound
as the other. What should we think of
this man had be waited until he had de-
cided the question whether his faith, or
his willingness to be healed, or the stretch-
ing out of his arm, had the precedence in
point of time or importance ? There is a
passage of Scripture which puts this ques-
tion of the initiative in a strong and start-
ling point of view (Eph. v. 14), where the
difficulty of a dead man rising, and the

| summons of bim to rise, are~brought into

juxmppsltion. as if at once to silence our

reasonings, and to compel us to cast our-

selves on the life-giving power of Christ.
e

GOD'S THOUGHTFULNESS.

L]
What life is not full of tokeuns ot the
| Divine thoughtfuluess P
customed to the reception of blessings,

comfort, relief, or help at the right mo-
ment, that we bave ceased to think of the
loving-kindness that is watchful, and
never comes too late. And who that is
living in communion with God is not con-
scious of receiving intimations and sug-
| gestions concerning his work, or present
duty, which should come only from above ?
Who bas not been powerlu{ly impressed
at some time with the feeling that he
ought to do a certain thing, or see a cer-
tamn person? And when he obeyed the
strange impulse, he bas found imperative
work waiting for him. Following ‘such
| voices, | have found sometimes sore dis-
tress to relieve, sometimes a breaki

! beart to cheer, sometimes an imperille

| life to rescue from a snare, sometimes an
{ anxious soul to lead to Christ. So often

We are so ace

ed voices, that I dare not disregard them.
It is thus ampng many other ways, that
our blessed Master sends us on errands to
those who need help. Verily God rules.
He never forgets us. QOur individual lives,
with all their minute interests and needs,
he carries ever in bhis thoughts. Whoever
may !o.r& us, be never will. Whoever
us, he is thoughtful, and will
d % ‘ | 3

at the uioment"!t'h" needod.

THE SPIRIT OF PRAYER.

There is a vast difference between the
spirit of prayer and the gift of prayer.
Many possess the latter who do not the
former. It is far better to have the spirit
of prayer without the gift, than the gift
of prayer without the spirit. The former
promotes humility, the latter pride. The
Christian who has the spirit will pray, if
not vocally, he will. like Hannab, in his
heart, for prayer is his vital breath. As
an eminent pious man once observed, he
was born a beggar, he must live a_beggar,
and die at the throme of grace. No Chris-
tian should despairof being able to ex-
press the aspirations of his soul in public.

| Let bim seek for a greater degree of the
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spirit of prayer, and improve the gift he
has, and the blessing will increase in bis
bands. The power of prayer dues not
consist in its length, breadth and depth,
por in the beauty of exprcssion, but in
spirit. The short expressions of the pub-
lican had power with God, while the pom-
pous boasting of the Pharisce was re-
Jected.
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PROVERBS.

Lord Bacon said that “ the genius, wit,
and epirit of a nationare discovered in its
proverbs.” Dr. Guthrie ascribzd the

thrift and shrewdness of the Scottish peo-
ple as a wholc to the common usage

O my soul, dignified with God’s image, | 3mong them of the Book of Proverbs as a

Yedeemed by Christ’s blood. betrothed | school reading-book,
Spirit, adorned | cause besides.

by faith, enriched by the
with graces, ranked with angels—love bim
by whom thou art 80 much helovel! Be
intent on bim who is so intent on thee ;
seek him who seeketh thee ; love him who
loveth tbee—whose love anticipates thine,
and is its cause ! he has all ment, he is thy
reward ; he 1s the vision and the end ! Be
carnest with the earnest, pure with the

pure, boly with the holy! What thou |
shouldest” appear before God, that God |

shouldappear to thee! He whoiskind and

| gentle and of great compassion, requires

the meek, the kind, the humble and cow-
passionate. Love bim who drew thee from
the lake of misery, and from the miry

| clay. Choose him for thy fricnd above
| all friends, who, when thou art bereft of

all things, can alone remain to thee. In

( tions and deterwinations,”

the day of tby burial, when every friend

is gone, be will not forsake thee, but will

defend thee from devounring foes, lead thee |

tbrcngh an unknown vegium, bring thee |
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to the strects of the beavenly Zion, and

place thee Wi
bis Majesty, n
gelic melod —holy, holy, boly! There is
the chant of gladness, there the voice of
exultation and salvation, of thanksgiving
and praise, and perpetual ballciujah !
There is aceumulated bliss and superemi-

nent glory |—Augustine.

th angels in the presence of |
where thou shalt bear the an- |

| a few of the wilhng givers in

rather,, than any
Veltaire affirm:d that the
maxims of Rochefoucauld ¢ )ntributed
more than any Yother work to form the
taste of the modern French nation. And
just here appears the diffe ence between
France and Scotland. The proverbs which
influenced the one nation were woids of
nobleness and truth, ‘The maxims which
impressed the other were the expressions
of sordid selfisbness and unbeliefi. The
drift of Solomon’s iwaxims we all know.
Of the maxims of Rocbefaucauld, Vol
taire says, ** Therc 18 but one truth ruan-
ning through the whoie piece, uawmely,
that self-love is the spring of all our ac-
and Chester-
field praises him * for deriving a!l vur ac-
tions from tae sources of sell-lov-.
P ¢ S
It is not until we bave pass-d through
tbe farnace that we are made t know how
much dross was in our composition.
L e pi— -
Gop’s PLax —* Upou the first day of
the week let every one of you lay ,"Y"blm
in store, as God bath .prospered bim,
Our Prax.—At the end of every month
. in the church

must pay all the bills. Which 18 the best
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have I been divinely led by such whiaper- -
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