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‘rate habits, the progress of education has
"_not corresponded to the increased means of
imetruction, and even in the case of those
wh) have been brought within the reach of
82200l diszipline, the degree of proficiency
ia elemcatary attainments, has been gene-
_xally 80 hamble, that it would have been
warasoasble to expect any very highly bea-
.@ixal resalts.  The degraded moral habits,
¢hs drankenness of parents, seduce their
ehildren into early guilt; and preclude the
aduiission of useful knowledge of aay kind,
religious or secalar.” Ragarding the care-
Jessness or indifference of parents as to the
instraction of their children, the author of
that Essay states—* The low rate of wages
for work, especially in the agricultural dis-
gricts, may be allezed as the reason of the
diminished term of a child’s continuance at
school, in soms instances, perhaps, with jus-
gice; but the general conclusion cannot be
eluded,  that parents place very little
value 02 the education of their children. A
very small pecuniary gain to be derived
from their children’s labour, immediately
outweighs, with the majority, all the benefits
of instruction.”

New Wesleyan Chapel.

Rev. ANp Dear Sir,—I have much pleasure
in baingz able to state that tenders having been
received for the erection of a new Chapel, oa the
Wesleyan Cemstery, Grafion Street, the con-
_tract has baen taken by Mr. Hexry G. Hiy,
Architect and Bailder, to whom the Trustees
were under previous obligations for his kindness

“in presenting a chaste and elegant design, with
ns and specifications.

The bailding will comprize under the same
roof a Chapal, School-room, Vestry, and a suite
of Class-rooms. )

* . Theé dimensions of the edifice may be coneisely
stated thus:
Length of miin building, 92 fee
Wilt‘lgth of do, do, 50 «
Height from top of Sill to top of Beam, 32 *
- - “ to Apex of Roof, 53 ¢
‘Projection of tower from East front )8 ¢
are of tower, 20 «
-Height of do., including Pinnacles, 111 “
.Interior of Chapel, about 48 by 58 «
i “_  School-room, “ 30by4s “
“YT'he main entrance is by the tower at the East
ﬁontt‘.. wﬁh contains entbrznces to gallery stairs.
“There is an entraace door at each side, near the
front angles, covered with projecting porches.—
On the ground floor of the Chapel are fifty-eight
ws for rental, with a centre aisle, and an aisle
at each side between the walls and the pews,—an
“arrangement best adapted to protect the congre-
- gration from currents of air from the windows.
mﬂplleriel will be sapported by cast iron
i The pews in the gallery will be free.—
) School-room will be entered from without
by a door in the west end, and will communicate
with the Chapel by a door on each side of the
pit. The Vestry and Class-rooms are over
School-room, from which they are entered by
a flight of stairs. .

The building is to be finished in a bold gothic
atyle, with buttresses. There are five high lancet-

inted windows in each side, three in the front,
and two in the rear or west end. The whole
exterior to be covered with two thicknesses of

ved inch boards, with sheathing paper inter-

d. The outer covering to be grooved hori-

zontally and vertically, painted, and well sanded

jn imitation of free stone, a style of finish believed

to be well adapted to this climate, and very
durable.

The Chapel will be on a somewhat elevated

site, and will be approached by an casy flight of

steps. The ground around the area will be ter-
raced up, an planted with suitable shrubbery,
which has been generously offered by Mr. Fred-
erick L. Harris, Gardener, of this City.
The building I have no doubt will be creditable
to the taste of its designer, and gratifying to the
nerous individuals aiding in its erection, while
“with the surrounding grounds it will be highly
_ornamental to the improving portion of the City,
to whose inhabitants it will present increased
‘eonveniences for hearing the word of Iii:c,‘and
‘receiving the general ministrations of relig'on.
I am happy to bz able to state that with the
“gensrous sabscriptions obtained, the fature sale
of preferance of paws, and the anticipated pro-
e33130%a Bizaar, which is about to be got up
_b] 2itive and benevolent ladies, the Trustees
h272 the pleasing prospect of bringing this much-
m33323 20terpri e to completion,withoutincurring
22 cubirrassing debt.  Your's, truly,
) ‘Epn’M. Evaxs.
BA3kifax, May 28, 1851.
For the ch!‘éyan.
The Christian Church.
SUPPORT OF ITS MINISTRY.
(No. 4, Concluded.)

Gualatians, chap. vi. 6.—* Lot him that is
tanght in the word communicate unto him ‘that
teacheth in all good things.” Upon this text, the

same learned commentator remnarks: “ Itappears
that some of the believers in Galatia could receive
the Christian ministry, without contributing to its

support. Thisis both ungrateful and base. We
do not c.\{w.ct that a common schoolmaster will
give up his time to teach our children their
alphabet, without being paid for it; and can we
suppose that it is just for any person to sit under
the preaching of thegospel,in order to grow wise
unto salvation by it, and not contribute to the
support of the spiritual teacher ? It i3 unjust”

From the above texts and argnments it must
be evident that it is the positive duly of the mem-
bers of the Christian Church to_ support their
Ministers, and the man who does not do so ac-
cording to his means, i8 dishonest. God calls
such conduct robbery.  Hear the words of Jeho-
vah,—* Will a man rob God” Yet ye have
robbed me. Bat ye say, Wherein have we rob-
bed thee? In tithes and in offerings.  Ye are
curse:l with a curse; for ye have robbed me,
even this whole nation. Bring ve all the tithes into
the storehouse that there may be meat in mine
house, and prove me herewith, saith the Lord of
Hosts, if I will not open unto you the windows of
heaven, andd pour you out a blessing, that there
shall not bz room enough to receive it”"—Malachi
iii. 8-10.

In making application for means for the sup-
port of the cause of Go.l, what reasbns are assign-
ed, and excuses made to justify a dereliction of
duty! Some noble minded persons will indeed
contribate according to, and even beyond, their
means: while others in affluent circumstances,
will pay, or as they call it, give, a few shillings,
perhaps two or three dollars, and feel astonished
at their liberality. ~ The writer has known some
persons who have paid two shillings and six pence,
and even fiflieen pence, for the ministry of the
Word for a whole year!! And these persons
will sometimes tell how long they have given these
sums, and absurdly say,“if every one were to do
as we do what amounts would be raised !” No;
itis the pars«imony of such persons which retards
the work of God. Others again, will tell of the
failure of their crops, of their disappointment in
their mercantile transactions, or the poverty of
the times, as reasons, why they should mot con-
tribute largzely for religious purposes. It is no
wonder such persons meet with losses, for God
says in the above passage: ¢ Ye are cursed with
a curse, for ye have robbed me.”

Other persons will calculate upon giving some-
thing for the ministry of the word, but it must be
after they have paid their debls, and then it is
what tkey can spare, Do not such persons know
that they are most indebted to God and religion ;
and that what they do for religion should not be
their last, but their first consideration # For He
has commanded,—“ Honour the Lord with thy
substance, and with the first-fruits of all thine in-
crease: so shall thy barns be filled with plenty,
and thy presses shall burst out with new wine.”
Prov. iii. 9-10.

Were the professors of religion to shew half
the zeal in supporting the ministry of the word,
and the spread of Christianity, :{ut they once
shewed in the cause of sin,—and as many of them
still shew towards other and far less important
ohjects,—there certainly would be no lack of
means for sustaining the ministry in a proper
manner among ourselves, or for carrying the
Gospel of our crucified Lord “to the regions
beyond.”

As to the mode of raising contributions, the
Apostle recommends the Corinthians to lay aside
a certain sum weekly: and although he was
speaking of collections for the poor, yet the same
rule is equally excellent and applicable for fais-
ing the necessary contributions for the support of
the Gospel. His words are, * Upon the first day
of the week let every one of you lay by him in
store, as God hath prospered him, that there be
no gatherings when I come.”—-1 Cor. xvi. 2.

Here the Apostle shews that “every one”
should contribute something ; that they should
contribute “ weekly ;” and that the weekly con-
tribution should not be permanent and fized, but
should vary: but always be in proportion as
“ God hath prospered them.”

Attention to the Apostle’s rule of “laying in
store ” weekly, would obviate the difficulty which
many persons now experience of raising at once
what should be paid to the cause of God in an
entire year.

The venerable John Wesley in drawing u
rules for the government of the Societies whic
still bear his name, has had particular reference
to the above Apostolic rule ; for, when speaking
of Class-Leaders, among other duties which they
have to perform, he lays down this one—** To re-
teive what they, (the members), are willing to
give towards the support of the Gospel.—To pay
| to the Stewards what they have received of their
| several Classes in the week preceding; and to
shew their account of what each person has con-
tributed.”

In the printed Rules of the S_)('i('l)', to the
above there is added as a foot-note, the following
extract from the Minutes of Conference held -in
London 1752,

# Quges. 31. Have the weekiy and quarterly
contributions been duly made in all oar Societies?

“ Ans. In many they nave been sham(-,fully
negleeted.  To remedy this, .

41, Let every Assistant (Supcrintcndcnl) re-
mind every -Society that this was our original

rule: Every member contributes one penny
weekly, (unlese he is in extreme poverty), and
one shilling quarterly. Explain the reasonable-
ness of this.

“ 2. Let every Leader receive the weekly
contributions from each person in his class. ’

“3. Let the Assistant ask cvery person, at
changing his ticket, Can you aflord to observe
our rule ? and receive what he is able to give.”

This is Wesleyan Methodism as far as raising
means for supporting its Ministers is concerned :
and the slightest ovservation will show that hy
the usages adopted in many parts of these Pro-
vinces, our Rules “ have been shamefully neglect-
(,'II."

In many Circuits our weekly and grarterly con-
tiibutions are but partially introduced; in some
Circuits they have never been introduced at all:
in some instances the practice has fallen into dis-
use; and instead of the Apostolic and proper
Methodistic rule, vecourse has been had to an
ennual subscription, where much more has de-
pended upon the Collector, than upon the enrrent
thinking,and proper and just:loing of the contribu-
tors. At those annual visits of the collectors,a great
deal is sometimes said, that ouzht not to be said,
and which is often painful : such as, “1 do not
like the Preacher,” * he preaches too long,” ¢ he
does not come to sce me,” or * he has offended
me in his preaching, because he is so plain;”
these and similar reasons are frequently mere ex-
cuses to avoid those just and righteoas claims
which the religion of Jesus has upon all who pro-
fuss to be nnder its influence.

By these means some of our members never
contribute anythinz; many fall short in the
amount which Mcthodism requires of them : viz.
“one penny weekly and one shilling sterling
quarterly ;” while comparatively few think of
contributing * as God hath prospered them.”

In the Minutes of Conference for 1782, Mr.
Waesley says in reference to those persons who
do not contribute according to their means:

“ These money-lovers are the pest of every
Chri ¢ a1n Socviety.—A man not worth a shilling
ente:s our Socicty, yet he freely gives a penny
a week. Five years after he is worth scores of
pounds, he gives a penny a week still. 1 must
think this man covetous, unless he assures me he
bestows his charity some other way. For every
one is covetous, whose beneficence does not in-
crease in the same proportion as his substance.”

The consequences of not carryirg out our
financial rules are very many and serious: such
as the small and sometimes disreputable amounts
raised in the Circuits; the embarrassed state in
which the District Meeting is placed as to finan-
cial appropriations; the personal inconvenience
which some of the Ministers suffer; the paucity
of Preachers in the Provinces; and we name
last, but not least, the drawing from the Commit-
tee |ar§e sums of money ; and the scarcely war-
rantable expenditure of those sums in Christian

to the evangelization of the Heathen.

It is often said, our financial arrangements
cannot be carried out in these Provinces: the
people are poor; in some cases there is no vir-
culating medium; and the consequence is, our
usages has not been introduced; and it is not
the custom of the country.

These are certainly flimsy excuses for neglect
of duty and rule. True, many of our people
are poor, but not poorer than many elsewhere,
who do pay their penny a week, and shilling a
quarter. besides our rule provides for those in
“extreme poverly.” "In some cases there is cer-
tainly a scarcity of money, nevertheless there are
but few instances where the small amount reqquired
could not be realized, at least, in the course of
the year: and the practice not being introduced
is our own fault ; let us introduce it, and it will
soon become a custom. It is the duty of our
people to comply with our rule in financial as well
as in other matters; and it is the duty of our
Superintendents to introduce and “ explain the
reasonableness of this.”

Thus in the Christian Church every one has a
duty to perform, there should be no loiterers:
let the Ministers feel it to be their duty to “spend
and be spent” in their master’s cause ; let the
people feel it their dutv to be faithful; to sus-
tain the Christian Ministry among themselves and
endeavour to send the gospel into the dark parts
of the earth.  Then they can consistently unite
in praying: “Let thy work appear unto thy
servants, and thy glory unto their children.—
Let the beauty of the Lord our Goi be upon us;
and establish thou the work of our hands upon
us; yea the work of our hands establish thou it.”

' Piirorocos.
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Nalifay, Saturday Mo;lliaié: MlV 31, 181,

INVLUESCE,

In accordance with g law of being, universally
operating, the opinions and conduct of men are
reciprocally affected, moulded, and directed by
the sentiments and example of one another. The
effects of this ordinance are visible in families—
in the cireles of socvial intercourse—in civil and
religious communities—in nations, considered in-

v

countries, which ought to be entirely appropriated |

MAY 31,

dmt.luall_\', or as forming g
passing over all conventio
world at large. We

confederation—ang
nal boundaries, in ﬁlc'
S speak of moral influence
and, as such, it is not confined to those who o~.
! cupy clevated and responsible positions in aoo;u.
|ty though it is worthy of remembrance, thc;
I'such possess .l.', in a degree, greater ﬂlar: U):t
; which appertains to those who move in humblep
‘;splmrcs. Every man, as man, be his external
i rank or condition in life what it mav, hag an in-
: fluence over others, for good or for (-,.\il,m-cord;”"
{ to his governing principles an( personal (‘haragg
ter.  That influence is constant and undeviating,
Like the hidden laws of nature, it may OPl'-l’aZ;
gilently, yet, on that acccunt, not loss‘curtainlv
and cffectually.  To use the significant laneune:
of the cloquent Hagris, in an a(~coxnmoaqgcd
sense :—* every word uttered, projects an jnfly-
ence; every action performed, draws after ita
train of influenee ; every relation sustained, js g
line along which is constantly transmitted g vital
influence.  Every individn_ﬂl is a centre ever
radiating strcams of living moral influence :
in whatever socicty he mingleshe leaves on thci;
character, secret, perhaps, but not imperceptible
traces that he Las been among them ; his inflg.
ence operates involuntarily, for though he may
choose, in any given instance, what he will do
yet having done it, he cannot choose what inﬂu:
ence it shall have; it operates universally, ne-
ver terminating on himself, but extending to all
within his circle, emanating from ca:h of these
again as from a fresh centre, and thns trans-
mitting on in silent but certain effect to the
outermost circle of social existence.” Solemn
and affceting in the highest degree are thosecon-
siderations ; and if allowed their due weight,
they would lead every human being to seek the
transforming and sanctifying grace of God,
through the propitiatory sacrifice of Christ, and
the renewing of the Holy Ghost, by which
alone the evils of his nature can be effecuully
rectified, and the influence of his example on his
fellow-men can be deprived of its perniciousness,
and its capacity for good can be raised to the
highest power. This course we deem requisite
both for the present and ultimate happiness of
the individual, and the well-being and safety of
those with whom he intimately associates, or to
whom his influence, in any ‘measure or degree,
however remotely, extends. Not only personal
qualities, but the relative tendencies of e
the influence of our embodied thoughts and of
our daily actions, will form subjects of strict and
impartial review, and constitute grounds of ac-
quittal or of condemnation, in “the day of the
Lord ;” whilst, in all probability, others will meet
the smile or frown of the Judge of quick and
dead, as they have been impressed and influenced,
beneficially or otherwise, by our habitudes. In
that day will the divine aphorism receive its
most luminous and demonstrative illustration—
“ No man liveth unto himself.”

WESLEYAN ACADEMY, MOUNT ALLISON.

ANNUAL EXAMINATION, MEETING OF THE
BOARD OF TRUSTEES, &c., &c.

The ensuing annual examination of this Insti-
tution is to begin on Monday morning, the 28rd
June, at 9 o’clock ; and although it is designed
that it shall be at least as extensive and thorough
as usual, yet we hope, by arranging to have the
class-examinations goirg on in three different
apartments at the same time throughout both the
forenoon and afternoon, to be in readiness to
enter upon the more public academical-anniver-
sary exercises at 5 o'clock, P. M., of the same
day. '

We respectfully invite the parents and friends
of the students, and all other persons who are
interested either specially in the prosperity of
the Academy or generally in the n(]vance@ent
of education, to be present and to take part in
the examination.

By the Act of Incorporation it is required that
the annual meeting of “ The Boayd of Trustees”
should be held on * the third Saturday in June,”
which will be the Saturday preceding the ex-
amination.

“ The Board” for the present year consists
of the following gentlemen, in addition to the
Chairmen and Secretaries of the Nova Svotia and
| New DBrunswick District Meetings, and Prin-
cipal, for the time being, who are * ex-officio”
members, viz: C. F. Allison, Egq., of this place,
Ralph Brecken, Esq., of Charlottetown, John
Owen, Ezq., of St. Johi, and John H. Anderson,
Esq.., of Halifax.
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