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The Nelody of Flewers.

BY WILLIAM M'CORB,

There is & melody in flowers
That soothes the mind to rest,

Soft as'the fall of dewy showers
Upon-the skylark’s nest,

When gentle breezes flost aleng,

All fregrant with their summer soag.

The garden rears the blushiag rose,
The lily's snowy crest,
Aad robes of purple velvet throws
Upon the pansy’s breast.
Bad, flower, and blussom, shruband tree,
The bounteoas garden gives to me.

Flowers of the wild-have tuneful hours:
The primrese has its lay ;

The violet siags ‘mid Apeil showery
Her nmple roundeley ;

MaySowerand daisy Jift their veice,

And with the buutereup rejoice.

And winter flowers have melody :
Benenth the leaflnss thorn,
They send to heavew therr plaintive ory
Oa many a snowy mers ;
And oft when threat'ning elouds o'ercast,.
They soothe with soag the angry blast.

Insects have music—hark-! the bee
Sounding his tiny horn,
Waking the butterfly to see
The sparkling gems of morn,
That he her lovely form may view
NMirror'd in pearly drops of dew.

There's music in the summer rose ;
There's music in the trees—-
Maesic in every flower that blows,
Music in every breeze ;
~Phe garden is a liviag lyre,
Aud every fluwer s tunefal wire !

‘Christian Aliscellany.

“ We nesd & better acqnaintance with the thonghis and
fessouings of pare and lofly minds."—Dr. Sharp.

Nethodism in Xew England.

Methodism came with the voice of remon-
france against some of the principal doc-
trines of the Puritan church, which it deem-
«d derogatory to the gospel, and of danger-
ous practical consequence. Such were the
tenets of Pre-election, Pre-reprobation, Fi-
nal Perseverance, Infant Damuation, &c.
We shall see hureafter that these were con-
sidered fundamental truths at the time of
Lee's visit 10 New England, and that some
of his most serious, as well as his most lu-
dicrouy rencontres, arose from them.

Few forms of religious belief were more
repulsive 16 the people of New England, at
the time of our introduction among them,
than what is called Arminianism. It is co-
Mous to observe what distorted ideas of its
doctrines were then current. The author
of the “ Great Awakening” says: ‘' There
was then a horror of Arininianism, such as
w dificult now to understand. Men had
not then forgotten the. tremendous evils
which had grown out of the doctrine of sal-
Tition by worke. ® ® ® The argu-
ment most constantly used against Acmini-
30ism in those days, was its tendency to
prepare the way for Popery. ® * ® There
bul been a gradual and silent increase of
Arminianism. Scarce any would acknow-
ledge themselves Arminians ; but,.in many
Places, the preaching more and more favour-
ed the belief that the unconverted might,
without supernatural aid, commence and
carry on a series of works preparatory to
conversion ; and that ihose who could do
W were doing very well, aud were in litile
danger.”

It 1s evident that the author of the work

from which we quote 18 not himself exempt |

works of Arminius can the doctrine of
salvatioo by works be fairly deduced. It
was a leaging proposition of his sysem, that
salvation is by faith;; and that ““true faith
cannot proceed from the exercise of our
naturel feculties and powers, nor from the
force and operation of free will,”” but from
the energy of the Holy Ghost. The follow-
ers of Wesley teach thesame. No modern
Christians bave proclaimed more empbati-
cally the doctrines of original sin, the ex-
clusive merit of the atonement, justification
by faith aloae, and:-kindred tevets, They
are reiterated every Sabbath in all our pul-1
pits. The alleged errors are not Arminian;

they are Pelagian. Arminians have become

Pélagians, bat pot from the legitimate ten-
dency of Arminianism. Calviaists have of-
ten become Antinomisns; but will the fol-
lowers of Calrin- bold themselves responsi-
ble for such a result? Yet it is believed
by many to be the logical issue of their sys-
tem ; while no such relation can be asserted
between Arminianism and Pelagisniem.—
The capital difflerence between Calvigists
and ourseives relstes to 1 subject of ua-
coaditional election, and its necessary con-
sequences,—the 6nal perseverance of the
elect, and: the reprobation of the non-elect.
The only ground that Calvinists have for
alle.in‘, that'we teach “salvation by works'
is the fact that we deny this tenet. But
how does this denial logically involve tbe
rejection of the doctrine of justification by
faith, &c., so pertinaciously attnbuted to
Arinnianism-!

Methodiem attempted the correciion of
these misapprehensions, and tlie attempt has
oot been unsugcessful. Prejudice has yield-
ed 10 better motmniom The Calviaists

of New Eagland have seen tbat men can

believe themselves simuers, and acknow-
ledge the full merit of the atonemest, with-
out receiving the ** horrible decretum,”

it was properly named by Calvin himself.

It 18 a fact which cannot be denied, thatthe
Genevau theology is,-to say the least,latent
in New England. Some siill-avow its doo
trines, but they seldoin receive a distiact
enunciation in the public assembly. There
is a universal couviction that the popular

.mind will oot tolerate them ; and this, too,

be it remarked, not at a ume of spiritual
declension, but of advaunced religious inte-
rest. Metbodism bas had un agencyin this
without doubt. She has scatered through
New Eagland thousands of laymen, and
hundreds of preachers, whn glory in the doc-
trine of universsl redemption. Their num-
bers and uurivalled activity have had cffect.
‘Thousands and tens of thousands have re-
ceived, with gladness and praise, their en.
larged views of the divine compassion of the
Father, and the atoning merit of the Sowr;
and these views begin to fiud utterance in
all the pulpits of the land.

Further: the eutrance of Methodism in-
to New England was eminenily providen-
tial, in another regard. 'I'he rigid theolo.
gy of her old churches was rapidly produ-
cing that disastrous reaction which has at-
tended it in every other land. Unirersal-
ism, Unitariarism, and semi-infideliny, had
been germinating under its shade. ‘I'hey
have grown and borne fruit since, but not
to the extent they would, had not a more
beuign-creed beea presented to the commu-
aity.  Oue of the most rigid orgaus of Pu-
ritanism admits that, ** The Unitariau apos-
tacy has involved a large proportion of the
churches which were first organized by the
first settiers of New Eugland. Inthe Ply-
mouth colony, the origioal churches were
first in the apostacy; aund the church i
South Marshfield is now the -vldest Ortho-
dox church in that colony. Aud, in the
Massachusetts colony, the mix first in ordes,
of the tune of orgnnization, have gone; and
the church in Lynn 1s now the oldest Or-
thodox church in the Massachusetts colony.

from similar objections to Armisianism.— | All that were eslnplnnhed before it have de-
And yet no systen of religious opinions can | #pised thew bmhnght, and are in hosubty

be more hostile than this to the very evils |t the doctrinesan

rchizion of e Puritans,

Sscribed 10 it. From no passage 1o the | 20d of the Reformation.”

Itis well known t(hat sll the Puritan

churches of Boston became infected with
Sucinianism, until only one (the old South)

still maintained a dubious ackoowledgment
of the Genevan faith.

It wasthe horror which the despondent

docirines of Calvia inspired, that led to
these remarkable changes; and we have
reason (o believe thot Methodism has afford.
ed an intermediate and safe ground for
thousands who, in their revolt from Calvin-
ism, would otherwioe bave passed over to
the other an 1 more fatal extreme.

Such were the circametances which jus-

tified the introduction of Methodism into
New Eagland. ‘That it did not mistake its

ui'-in. has been demonstrated by the re-
sult.

the churches of New
alive, and their moral

the salvation of the world,
har offected the change, uader the divine
Spirit? Has the existence of some seven
huadred preschers, traversiag the land and
ooaselessly labouring, and some seventy
thousand laymen, proverbial for energy and
zeal, been without effect oa the public mind?
Has it had o pari—no highly importeat
part—in the resuscitation of religion?—
Could such an agency operaie any whers,
evenin a heathen community, without im-
portant effect? What other .WN agen.
oy has operated meanwhile t
presumptucusiy to exnlt Methodism. We
wish ouly ite actual influence, it historical
position among the churches, acknowledg-
ed. Were there a more cundid dispos
to acknowledge it, we should be saved the
invidious task of asserting it. The faet is
unquestionable, that Methodiem, - with ite
r'eircniu and districts integescting the whole
lead, its numarous apaual camp-mestings,
{ae perpetinl revivale, its innumerable class.
neetings, prayer-mestings, four-daye-meet.
ings, its emphatic mode of preeching, ead
#s assiduoue pastoral labours, has arewsed
New Eugland, infecting or provoking its
shurches by its example.
«annot be gaineayed. Not only is it mat.
wr of history, but of sober and irresistible
oference, that such universal and powerful
gencies have had effect, extraordinary ef-
frot.
gational cburch in New
wssors of Lee have erected a tsbernacle
vhose altar has been habitually bedewed

Besides its own E:oupuou growth,

gland are again
ies active for
What ageusy

¢ wish not

The sssumption

Within view of almost every Congre-
Enagland, the suc-

vith the tears of the penttent and the re-

sewed. While we thus set an example 10
a predecessors, and provoked their zeal,

119 a weN known fact that s large propor-
ton of our converts have been gathered in-
W their churches, carrying with them, we
tust, some of the spirit of our cause.

But though thus justified by both1he rea-
sns and the results of 1s introduction into
New Bugland, the progress of Methodism
hw, from the beginning, cost untold exer-
tons on the part of its ministry and peo-
pe.—Sleven's Memorials.

Be Earmest.

Be earnest. It is the natural language of
dep sincerity and sirong convicuon. R
cenmeands both the labourer and his cause
tcthe confidence and sympathy of vthers.—
[tis unnatural for men to be entirely snd
catinually earnest over trifles. The very
fet, therefore, that a rationsl men is earn-
e, is, 10 others, primi facic evidence that
h is nccupred with something important.
Ben stop and listen when his earnest tones
s heard, His earnest step and lonk meet
tkir eye.  His stirnng, sigmficant life 1s a
rouke to the slothfulness and inefliciency
o others. His aid 14 solicited 1n every
cuse for the reputation his earnest spirit

wil impart 10 it, as well as for the magni- |.

tdeof the service which his direct effort
wii render.

Be earnest.  'The world 18 growing more
ad more 80 ; at least 1ts outward busile
ad goaded activity make 1t appear so, and
rader all but earnest [aboor quite ineflicicnt,

The dreamy life of the eloister is pessing
away. Men are becoming impatiest of
metaphysics and abstract philosaphy. With-
out saying that we should cater to this pre-
Judice against calm consecutive reflection,
we do say that 0 order to effect much for
human good a man must make himee!f soen
and heard and felt —through the earnestness
which be shall display. If the world heed
ROt a quiet invitation, hail it with a trum-
pet-summone. If & thought ssemr mme to
its ear, lot its oye be arrested by a wartling
deed. If the ceaseless routine of besinese
offer it no leisure, lay hold wpdi God's
suthority and countermend the «rders of
worldhness,

Be earnest. The work of life demends
it. There is no place for carelessness 1o
sleep, or for sloth to dream in the path of
duty. There is much given to aceomplish,
and the days of labour are few. And what
depends upon the periormance of the task ie
not for time to wafold. If wafiaished, it
will forever testify to our folly and Jguik;
if well done it will speak to us in eternal

benedictions,
Be carnest. All whom the world blesses

‘a8 benefaciors have been 00.. This was cne

secret of their great and gloriows lives, of
their mourned depariure, and of their em-
balmed memory. They ecrowded their
bours with hely acts, and ther very mie-
siugs with noble plans snd purposes.—
Oxhers, who are forgotten, gave promise of
being as renewaed, but, in their slothfulness
their names have perished.

Be carnest. For @od aide those who le-
bour to aid thewmselves and others. Upon
earnest, sincers activity he sheds down ep-
:; owd success ; while to the
idler, iy and epiritusl,- ke gremts
caly robabes 10d doforts T T S

1. sarnest. For the buuit.,udm
when even, our grestest esrnesimass W
soom indiffetenze. When the value sad the
influence of & true lile shall be seen as 1hey
are, and as they will appear (o us heveafler,
it will be a wonder and a regret that it hes
been rendered of eo little comparative ser-
vice; that its opportunities bave been eo
slighted, and its work so imperfestly dene.
—Morning Star.

Anccdote of Joha Flotcher,

A young minister of 1be Wesleyan Church
in Euglend, received his firet appointment
to the circuit 1ncluding the town of Made-
ley, at that time favoured with the inigiste-
rial laboure of Rev. Juba Fletcher ; be was
directed on reaching Madeley to ingyige
lor Me. ¥.'s residence, where he would
meet with a welcome receptios. On vidi:!‘

b

up to the houss, he called or kmock
when sa rlderly seivant as he supposed, ia
ordinery clothing, met the summons. *‘ Is
this Me. Fletcher's residence?’ * It is
S8i.” *“ My name is—, the jumior
preacher for this circuit.” * Yes, Bir, the
family bave been expecting you; dismount
and welk in.” *“No: my man; | make it
an iavarisble rule 10 ses my horse atiended
to first : take him 10 the stable; get your
cutry-0omb and brush,and curry him dows,”
The old- man, in complisnce with his dj
tions, performed the duties of & Inalx.:
‘ Now give him his proveader, and I'tl go
into the house.” * Walk in, Bir; take o
seal.” Looking round, and secing no one
but the old bost'er, he inquired, ** Where
is Me. Flotcher 1" “ ] aw Ma. FLEzCHER.”

His surprise and mortification can be
betier imagined than described, but the ex-
cellent Fletcher 10ld him not 0 distress
humnself, but let it be a lessnn for the future,
not to infer that because & man wears rusty
clothes at howe, he must be a hostler.—
Southern Ch. Advocate. ‘

Sclf-consecration.

Offer yourself 1o God for life or desth, for
ease or pain, for strength or weakness. Lat
bim choose ur refuse for you: only do you
choose him for your present and eterpal

pm“)nu




