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welfare organization, as well ns &
religious organization.

“Wherever possible, I8 will secure
a special buildiog as a Club house ;
where not, id will use a college leo-
ture room, or the neighboring Parish
Hall, K. of C. bullding, or quarters
made available by gome other eympa-
thetio organization.”

THE FINAL JUDGMENT
OF ROME

—

“No misrepresentations should be
suffered to pass wunrefuted. . . .
Such statements constantly reiterated,
and seltdom answered, will assuredly
be believed."—Macauwlay.

The Supreme Court of the Catholic
Church, the Holy Roman Rota, has
racenily published a final judgment
on a question which baa been for |
years a subject of conslderable agita-
tion in various parts of the Dominion
of Canada. In 1910 the Bishop of
London took a public gtand against
the inefficiency of the so-called
Bilingual School System. His abli-
tude furnishcd occaeion for wide-
spread and long continued accuea-
tions that he was unfriendly to the
French Jangusge and the French.
Canadien people. In reply to theee
charges Le published in September
of the abave year a brief statement,
which concladed with the following
plain and unequivocal paragraph :

“I bave never been by word or
deed, by intent or desire, unfriendly
to the interests of the French Cana-
dian people, and I never shall be
unfriendly to them at any time or
place, no matter what the provoca-
tion. A number of them live within
the limits of my own dioceee, and I
am ag solicitous for their wellfare,
whether spiritual or temporal, as I
am for that of any other portion of
the flock confid»d to my care. Ihave
never issued or caueed to be issued,
direotly or indirectly, verbally, by
writing, or in any other way, any
order or mandate or even expression
of opinion concerning the teaching
of French or of any other language
in the Separate Schools, or in any
other echools, in the Diocese of
London or anywhere elge. I bave
not, and never have had, any objec-
tion to the teaching of French or of
any other language in accordance
with the laws of the Province of
Ontario and the regulations of the
provincial department of education.
This whole egitation, therefore, as
far a8 1 am concerned is not only
utterly baselees, but is also supreme-
ly unjuet.”

Under ordinary circumstances this
statement! might have been ocon-
pidered sufficient to put an end to
the false charges that were flying
sbout. Bt the circumstances were
not ordinary amd, for varying
motives and purposes, the"gitation
continued. It was enormougly
pided by the publication of a stolen
memorandum, written by the late
Honorable W. J. Haana after a con-
verestion he had had with the Bishop
of Londer in Sarnia in May, 1910.
For thres years I was prevented
from dealing effactually with the
accusations egainst me, becausse of
the imposeibility of having o definife
charge made by some respomsible
person. In the summer of 1913,
however, I learned that & number of
priests of my Diocese had signed a |
declaration and bad forwarded it to
Rome, in which I was accuosed of
having

“fordidden the teaching ot
French to children of French Cana
dians and preaching in French to
Catholics of that naticnality.”

There was nol, of course, ashadow
of truth ineither of these ac jusations. |

I callad nnon each af the sigaerai
af this dsclaration, individeally and

privately, to prove their charges or | witneeses brought forwerd by the | gion addressed to Bis

withdeaw them, Bat in this pro- |
ceeding [ met with no satisfaction.
I then instituted action againet them
bafore the Diocesan Tribunal of
London, Whilst these suits were
being tried, the defendants applied to
and obtained from Rome permission |
to have their cases transferred to the |
Holy Roman Rata. This wase in 1914,
and the case has since been before
the Supreme Court of the Church.
Every opporlunily was given to the
appaliants to justily thewmselves.
His Excellexcy, the late Mongignor
P. F. Singni, Apostolic Delegate to
Canada, was appointed a commission
to take evidence, and spent six wesks
fn my Diocese in doing s0. Hs
examiced under oath every witnees
whom the appellauts wished to pre-
gent, and then forwarled the testi-
mony to the Roman judges.

The flnal judgment was issued
from Rome on the 15th of June, 1920,
and is offivially published in the
“Acte of the Apostolic See” of
January 243h, 1921, covering ten
closely printed pages of that publica.
tion. I wish to put on record here
the ealient teaturas of thisimportant
snd definitive judgment. So far as
I was concerned there were three
undamental points at issue : 1st, the
compsatency of the Diocesan Tribunal

of London ; 2ad, the declaration that
I had forbidden the teaching of
French and presching in that len.
guage ; and, 8ed, that opposition to
the inefMoiency of Bilingun! Schools
meant bostility to the Freuoch lan.
guage. The judgment of the Holy
Roman Rota is an absolute justifica.
tion of my position on there three
poinie,

THE QOMPETENCY OF THE DIOCHSAN
TRIBUNAL OF LONDON

On this point the judgment says:

The defendents 'put forward thelr
exceptions almost in the eame
words: ' I peremptorily refase to
justity the evidence which I have
given in favor of Father Beaudoin in
ths case ab prasent before the Holy
Roman Rota, until judgment is pro
nounced by that Teibunal in the
snid case, Furthermors I abeolutely
deny the competence of Lhe Teibunal
betore which I have the bonor of
sppenring, and I will not consent to
snswer exdept before a judge
guperior to my Ordioary aud to bis
representatives' Afder putting for-
ward these exczptions they left the
courtroom, ignoring the judge's
warning to remain.

“A twofold objsction is contalned
in these declarations, ons resl, on
account of the connection of the
action with the case which was
before the Roman Rofa; the other
personal, on account of the alleged
incompetence of the Londonm Tri
bunal because of lack of juriediction.
The Tribunal of London
rightly rejected both exceptions; the
firet, because the case on trial before
it concerning the declaration whioh
the Ordinsry coneidered injurious to
biwrsslt had no conneotion with the
cage of the division of Father
Beaudoln's Parieh which was pend.
ing before the Holy Rota; the second,
because it is for the judge to say
whether or not he has juriediction,
and, since it was a case of proviog &
written  declaration against the
Ordinary, the Tribunal of London
was certainly competent.”

THE DECLARATION CONCERNING THE
TEACHING OF FRENCH
The judgment of the Holy Romsn
Rota is abundantly clear on fhis
point. Ik eaye:

“In regard to the declaration
gigned by the priests, it is evident
that, considered in f{tsell and
objsctively, it contains an injury and
grave detraction sgiinst the Ordin-
ary as such. For it would not cnly
be unjust on the part of the Bishop
to persecute, ae it were, in the
matter of their languege, French-
Canadian Catholics who have
merited well of religion in Canpads,
but eince it is the duly of the
Bigshop #to preserve peace and
harmony amoug the flock whom God
has committed to his care, Bishop
Fallon would have departed from his
duty to religion it in his eplecopal
offics he had o conducted himsclt as
to forbid ths children of French-
Canadian parents to be taught in the
French language, aad preaching in
French to Catholicsa of that nation-
glity; eimilarly he would have
violated the directions and trans-
greseed the inetructions pereistently
giver on this momentous question
by the Holy See, and particularly by
Piue X, in his letter of July, 1911,
to the Arcbbishope and Bishope of
Canada:
ali to work prudantly but persever-
ingly to eradicate whitever differ-
ences of opinion may lurk amongst
Catholics on account of the differ
enca of race and language.
declaration eigned by the appellants
represents the Biehop of London inhis
episcopal ctfice as nob removing but
rather fomenting differencee aud
discord, which would be an oppro-
brious thing in a bishop.

“Bat the appellants were far from
being able to prove the truth of the
pesertion contained in the declar-
ation, viz., thai Bighop Fslion by his
epiccopal direction had forbidden
the Fronch languige to be taught to
children of French Canadian parants
and praaching in Frevca to Catholics

t that nationalily, because fzom the
s . Aﬂe of

whole peasecs, hy the aox

appellan
ments

ts themselves and by docu-
produced by them, it is
evident that the declarsiion in
question is & fabrication and
altogether foreign to the truth.”

BILINGUAL SCHOOLS AND THE
FRENCH LANGUAGE

From the uncompromising opposi-
tion of the Bishop of Loudon fo the
educationnl inefficiency of eo-called
Bilicgual Schoole, the eppellants
undertook to infer his hostility to
the teaching of Frenck. On this
point egain the judgment of the
Holy Roman Rota is clear and
deflnite :

“That it was diflicult to prove the
ageertion, the appeilants’ ocounsel
himselt demonstrates, rs ho distorts
and evades the question. If I prove,
he saye, that Bishop Fallon's policy
was to have Bilingusl Schools
suppressed, it will ba clear that his
policy was that the French language
should no longer be taughi in the
schools. But it is one thing to eay
that Bishop Fallon's policy was that
the echool laws in his provioce
should be changed or amended in
order to correct a defective method,
aad quite another thing to ssy that
while these regulalions and laws
stood, the Bishop had forbldden
children of French Canadian parenta
to be taught the French languags;
bub it is this prohibition which is
peserted in the declaration of the
appellants.

‘“If Bishop Falion was not in favor
of the schools which are ordinarily
called Bilingual, this was not by any
means the result of animosity
townrds the French language, bul
wae the rewult of an opinion
admittedly honest, though not
necassarily devold ot error, that this
method is futile, inefMoclent and
injurious to the children of French-
Canadion parants themgelves, That
this wne Bishop Fallon's view is so
clearly established in the trial that
it can no longer be doabted. ‘I
belisve,’ sald Hon. J. O. Reaume,
‘that {n the mouth of Bishop Fallon
thie expression (I am opposed to
Bilingusl Schools) means that
he is opposed to bilingual teach-
ing as n eystem, but that he is
not oppoeed to the feaching of
French,' And the Hon. W, J. Hanna
dec'ared wunder oath: ' Bishop
Fallon directed his convereation
with me to the school question, giv:
ing me to understand that it wne
a matter which gravely pre-occupled
bim, He said that he had resson to
fear that the children of his dlocese,
for whom he felt that he had to
bear & certain responeibility, were
pot receiviog an education equal in
general to that which wes obtalned
in the Pablic Sshosle, that they were
not being intel'ectually equipped to
compete eatistectorily with other
childeen, This defect, he said, wes
noticeable particularly, and perhaps
golely, amongsd the children
of French Canadien parente who
atterded schools in which French
was taught, nod altogether to the
exclugion of Eoglish, but to such an
extent that the training in Eoglish
wiae pot adequate. That, he said,
wns a grest drawback fto the
children. The impression I received
from tbe interview with Bishop
Fallon was his great solicitude for
the children entrusted to his ca%e;
there wes no question of excluding
Frepch from the schoole. There
wae not a single statement made by
Bishop Fellon during his interview
with me whick could lend itselt fo
the iaterpretation that be was hos'ile
to the French-Canadinn people or to
the teaching of the French lasnguage
in the echools. He insisted solely
upon the bounden duty of the schools
to give to the children that cflinient
education in Epglich which was
necelsary for their fature welfare.
1¢, he said, in addition to that you
can fsech French- or any other
language, €0 much the better.’ ”

THE PROHIBITION TO PREACH IN

FRENCH

Throughout the whole national-
istic agitation no statement was
more false, more calumnious, or
more defamatory of Bishop Fallon
than tho declaration that he hed for-
bidden presching in Fremob. The
judgment of the Roman Rota dis-

‘I'hus we wish you first of |

The |

poses effeciually of this statement
1t saye :

" 8till less were tle plaintiffs able
to prove the esecond part of their
deolarationy viz, that Bishop Fallon
by hie episcopsl authority forbade
preaching in French to Catholics of
that nationality. The arguments
adduced by the appellants to establish
this declaration &are no less
epcumb:rad with sambiguity and
equivocation. For, eays the counsel
for the plsintiffs, in this malter alio
it appeare to me that I sba!l have
establisked every point if I prove thet
Catholics of French nationality qrite
frequently petitioned the Bishop,
but in vain, that sexmons in Freoch

! ghould bs given in the Church., Bat

| i# is one thing for the Bishop not to
have granted the petitions addrersed
\ to him and altogethes another thing
| to have forbidden preaching in
Frengh to French Catholics. But
there i8 still more : in the petitions
pressnted to Bishop Fallon permie-
sion to preach in French was not
asked, but rather suthorization for
| more sermons in the Fsrench lan
| guage. Thie appears from the testi-
mony of witnesses adduced by the
plainsiffs themselves. 'We pre-
| sented,’ said Christina Meneard, ‘a
| request to Bishop Falion in which
| ¢he Frepch-Canadien mothers asked
| £ox more French in the church'; and
Wi, Adwin testinien : ' Isigned apeti
bop Fallon. ...
| More French was asked for our
| children at the nine o'clock Mase.’
The eame witnesg gives Bishop
Fallon's reply : ' You will not have
miyre Frenéh thsn you have now.'
Kven granting, then, the contention
of coupeel for the plaintiffs, the
faleity of the deciaration on this
point is eufliciently clear.

“ On the other bend, it is evident
from the records that no change was
made in regard to the uee of the
French language in the churches of
the Liondon Dicciee after the coming
of Bishop Fallon. Mre. Rosalie
Langlois cf S% Alphonsus Parish,
Windsor, testifies to this: ‘Speak
ing generally therse has been no
change for vears, What was done
in the time of Monsignor Meunler
is doue now.! And Gilbert Herbert,
of the game parish : ' ‘There has been
no shange since the time of Mons!g-
por Meunier. Similar testimony
wad given in regard to the Imma.
culate Conception Parisb, Windeor,
by Christina Menard, Dominic Gourd,
Euclid Jacques and others,

“And from the evidence of ag many
pastors ae testifled it is clearly estab-
liehed that each Parish Priest was ab
liberty, in the performance of his
gacred duties, to use either English
or French, accordiug as the needs of
his parighionera seemed to him to
demand. For, in rep!y to the gqnes
¢ion : ‘In regaril to the language
used in your par)ohial administra.
tion has it always been left to your
discretion, to your judgment, and to
your congcience ?' Fatker A. J. Cote,

postor of The Assumption Parish,
Sandwiok, replied, 'Yes, always left
to the discretion of the priests of the
porish, We bave always followed
the same method since the Basilisne
took charge of the perieh in 1870/
Father Robart, pastor of the Immaou-
late Conception Parish, Windsor,
gaid : ‘Within the limite of reason it
hes always been left to my discretion
sod judgment. And Father Lali
berte, pastor of S8 Joachim, ‘Yee,
aslways, 1 have an ontiraly French
parish, and I have been left pexfectly
free in regard to the language I
gshould employ.’

“The snme postors very clearly
asserted that no one had ever been
torbidden by Bishop Fallon to use
the Freoch language in preaching, so
that the falsity of the declaration on
this point is more and more con-
firmed. For, questioned whether
they hed ever besen forbidden to
spreach in French,’ whether they

new that anyone 'bad ever received
guch » prohibition,’ or whether it
wae possible ‘that such a prohibition
could have been mede without their
bhaving knowledge of it," Father Cote,
for ten years rastor of the Church ot
the Assumption, replied, ‘No. I do
not know @& eingle perecon who has
ever received such a prohibition. No
prohibition of a general nature could
have been given in this section of
the D .ocese without my knowledge,
and if in particular cases & probibi
tion hai been issued I believe I
would have known of it’' Thie
testimony {8 conflrmed by Fathers
Robert, Semande, Brady, Downey,
Parent, Laliberte, Brisson, Aylward,
Pinsonneault, Blair and others. I3
even appears {rom the evidence that
Blehop Fallon, unlike his predeces
gors, delivered an allocution in
Freuch on the day of his episcopal
consecration, though no other Bishop
of Lohdon had ever spoken in
Frooch on that occasion ; that in an
address to his clergy hie had declared
that ke would require, in candidates
for the priesthood,a thorough knowl-
edge of both tha,English and French
languages ; and that he had himself
used the French language in preach-
ing and in catechieiog the children
on the occasion of hia pastoral visit-
ation. Theee facis were established
by the testimony of Fathers Robars,
Serande, Emery, Downey, Parent,
Biisson, Pinsonnesult and others.
It is established therefore .that the
declaration signed by the plaintiffs is
injurious to the good name and rapa-
tation of Bishop Fallon, and that the
plaintiffs are not borne out by the

truth in which thay sought refuge.

“Since the dec!aration in question, |
which gave rise to this case, {8 in |
iteelf and cbjsetively injurious to the 1
good name and reputation of Bishop |

Fallon, and confains s’mt.emr,nts'l

which are false or which certainly do
not squars with the trutb, it is to be |
cons'dered ps delsted from the
recorde.”

Thus disappears & long series of
tal:choods and calumnies covering a
period of more than ten years, nndl
extending far beyond the limits not
only of the Diocese of London, but |
evan of the Dominion of Canada.
The truth at length appears. Rome, |
indeed, is often slow, because Rome
is always patient. But, in the end,
Romse never fails to reach, to pro-
claim, and to vindicate the truth,

tM. F. FALLON,
Bighop cf London.

London, Ont., March 2188, 1921.
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POPE LAUDS DANTE
THE POET WHO EXPRESSED
CHRISTIAN IDEAL FOR
ALL THE AGES

Rome, May 10.—Theo following ie |
the text of the Encyclical Letter on
Dante, addressed by the Pops “to |
Our beloved sons, professors and |
pupils of all Catolic justitutes of
learning on the occaeion of the
gixth centenary of the death of
Dante Alighieri.”

' Beloved Sone: Grestings
Anostolio Benediction.

* Among tbe many and illusirious
| and talsnted men who are the pride

of the Catholic faith and who, be.
sides in other flelds, lofé particularly |
| in that of literature and art the
immortal fruite of their genias well
deeerving of recogniltion by religion
and civilizetion, supreme arises
Dante Alighierl, of whose death the
sixth ceatenary i on the eve of
being celebrated. His slugular
greatness naver was put in so strong
o light as it is today when not only
Italy, justly proud to have given
birth to him, bat all civilized
nations, by means of spesial com
mittees of learned men, prapare
themselves 80 solemnize his memory,
go that this sublime figure, the honor
and glory of humaniiy, may be ex.
nlted by the whole world.

“ We, therefore, in this universal
oconcert of good men, must absolufely
not fail to take part, but rather pre
pide over it, because to the Church
eepocially belonge the right to call
Alighieri her own.

“ And as, on the beginning of Oar
Pontificate, in a letter directed to
the Arohbishop of Ravennas, We
made Ourgelves the promoter of the
repnire to the temple near which
the Poet's remains are resting, eo
now, almost a8 an insuguration of
the oycle of the cenlenary festivities,
We have deemed il opportune to
address Our word to you all, beloved
song, who cultivate literature under
the maternal vigilance of the Church
to demonstrate even more oclearly
the close union of Dante with this
Chaiv of Peter, and how the pralses

and

bestowed upon so distinguished a

name, must necessarily in no small
part, redound to the honor of the
Uatholie Churoh,

" And firet of all, since the Divine
Poet, daring his whole life, professed
ond exemplified the Catholic religion,
We may say that it is according to
bis wishes, that this solemn com.
memoration be made, as It will be
be made, nuder the euspices of relig-
fon. As it will end in 8% Franols
in Ravenna, so let it begin in
Florence, in hie baautiful San
Govaoni, to which, with intense
noetalgia, the thoughts of the exile
woent back in the lact years of his
life when he desired to be crowned |
poel of this clty of bis baptiem.

A DISCIPLE OF BT
AQUINAB

THOMAB

" Living in an age, which, co'leot.
ing 8% an beritage from the ancients
the most splendid fruits of doctrine
and of philosophical and theological
gpeculatior, handed them down io
posterity with the impression of
the rigorous scholastic method,
Dante, amidst the many currents of
thought, which even f{hen were
diffased among the learned, became
the disciple of that Prince of the
Schools, so illustrious for the
sngelic temper of his intellect, St.
Thomas of Aquino. From him he
drew almost all his philosophical
and theolog'cal opinions, and while
he neglected nro branch of human
knowledge, he drank eagerly at the
gourcee of Holy Scripture and cf the
Fathere,

" Having thus learnt almos) all the
golencs of his time and being partic- |
ularly nourished with Onristian
kpowledge, when he prepared io
welts, he took from the very flald ol
religion the immense and vital
theme which he wanted to sing In
verge, In this, il one must admire
the prodigious scope and acuteness
ol his iotellect, one must also
recognize that he received from the
divine faith the strong impulee of
inspiration, and that he could thus
embellieh his immortal poem with
many gems of revealed trutb, no
less than with all the splendors of
art, In fact, his Comedy, which

hindrance to the happiness of that
fromoréality; the Truth, because
it does not suffar sny error; the
Light beoause it illumioates us in
the darkoess of the world's igno:
ance. (Convivio II, 9).

“Scarcely less reverence does he
show to those venerable principal
councile at which no faithful Cath
olic doubts that Christ wae present;
and be bolds in great esteem the
writings of the Doclore, of Augustine
and others, of whom, he who doubts
that they were nseisted by the Holy
Ghost, never saw their frulte, or, if
he saw them, never tasted of them,
(De Monarchin, III, 8).

HIS8 RESPECT FOR THE CHURCH

“It is not neceevary to recsil the
consideration in which Alighieri held
the authority of ths Catholic Church,
sud how he reoepected the power of
the Roman Pont!ff, as that ou which
every law and iostitution of the
Catholie Church iteell is founded.

“Heuce the emphatio admonition to
Christians: 'You have the Old and
the New Testament and the Pastor
of the Church who guides you: let
this be enough for your salvation.’

“He telt the evils of the Church, as
it they were his own, and wkile he
deplored and execrated all rebellion
againet her Supreme Chief, he thus
wrote to the Italian Cardinals during
tue stay. of the Popes in Avigoon:
‘We, therefors, who confers the same
Father and Sop, the same God and
Man, the eame Virg'n and Mother;
we fcr whom it was eaid to him who
was thrice interrogated on charity:
‘Go Peter and fced the sacred fold
we, who on Rome, (on that Rome, to
which after the pomp of s0 many
triumphs, Chriet with words and
nole conflrmed the empras of
univerde, aud which Peter and Paul,
the Apostles of the peoples, conse-
crated with their own blood ns
apostollc see) ora obliged with
Jeremias, not complaining for the
future but for the preeent, {o weep
a8 on o widow and derelict, we are
sorely grieved in seeing her reduced
in such a condition, no less than in
contemplating the deplorable scres
of the heresies.’ (Epistle I1I).

deservedly was called D.vine, even in
its varicus symbilic fiotions and
in the remembrances of the life of |
mortals on earth, has the sole object
of gloritying the jaglice and the
providence of God who rulea the
world in time and in eternily, and
chastiees and rewardi the actions of
individuals and of humsan sociaty.

* Therefore, in accordance with
the divine revelation, in this poem |
ghines the mejisty of God One and |
Telune, the redsmption of mankind |
effected by the Word of God made |
Man, the immenee mercy and 1'bsral.
ity of Mary Virgin and Mother,
Quaesn of Hesven, aud lastly the
supreme glory of the saints, the |
sngels and the redeemed ; to which
the infernal abyss forms a tercib'e |
contrast, with its angel'¢c and human
inhabitente forever damned ; nnd, a8
a middls world batween heaven aund
hell, the purgatory ol souls destined,
after expiafion, to suprame blessed.
neae. |

THE DEFENDER OF

|

DOGMA

“Iyis m wondar, the way in whioh, |
in all the three canticles, he kaows |
bow to interwine these and v*ihc«t‘l
dogmas witasapient design. Andilthe |
progrees of sstromic scienc s showed |
afterwards that his conception of the ‘
world bhad no foundation, and that |
the epheres supposed by the ancients |
did vot exist, sincs the nature, the
numb:r and the course of the stars
and heavenly badies are quite differ.
ent from what they thought, the
fundamsntsl principle never failed,
tha) the universs, whichever may
ba the order that sustains i¥ in its
parts, is work of the creating and
preserving action of God Almighty, |
Who moves snd rules everything,
and whose glory ‘shines in one place
more and less elsewhere :' and this
earih that we inhebit, although itlse|
not the ocantre of the uaiverse, as |
once it waa believed, npever!
was tha theatre of the primitiv
happineis of our forstathers, and |
witnes: of the fatal fall as well as of
the humen rademption, effected by
the passion and death of Jesus

|
[
|
Christ. 1

“Therefore, ths Divine Poet|
explained the three formed life of ;
the souls imegined by him, 8o as to |
illustrate, before the final judgment,
the damnation ot the wicked, &he
puzgation of the good spirite, ns well
as the eternal happiness of the
blaseed, with a light that was derived
from the Faith.

“Thus among the truthe illustrated
by Alighieri in the three books of his
poem, a8 well ag in his other works,
we bellove there ara many that may
gerve ad teaching to the men of the
pressnd time. That Christiana owe
the greatest reverence fo the Sacr.d
Sacipture and that they must acceph
what is contained in it, Dante
expressiy effirms when he writes
that “althcugh many are the writers
of the divine word, He who dictates
i§ One—God, who has deigoed to
signify to us His pleasure by the
pen of otbers.” (Da Monarchia
111, 4). Magaificent expression of a
great truth! Thus also, when he
afirms that the Old and the New
Testament, which are preacribed for
ever ae the Prophet says, contain
gpiritual teachinges which i{ranscend
human reason, imoarted by the Holy
Ghost, who, through the Prophets
and the sacred writers, by Jasus
Ohrist co-eternal Son of God, and by
his disciples, revealed the #ruth
supernatura! and necessary to us.
(De Monarchia III, 8, 16), And very
jastly he eays regarding the future
life “he ascepts for it the most true
dootrine of Chriet, which is the Way,
the Truth and the Light: the Way,
because through it we go without

| felicity.

| malignantly every happening.

| pious towaxds all those who profess

| ot

“For him the Roman Caurch is
the mosd pious mother, the Bride of
the Crucifix; and to Pater, the
infallible jadge of revealed truth,
the most perfect submiegsion is due
on every matter of faith and moral
ity. Therefore, although ha believes
that the authority of the Ewmperor
derlvee dircctly from God, he asserts,
however, that this truth muvet not be
go strlotly uundsretood, that the
Roman Prince be not subject in any
thing to the Roman Pontiff ; because
this mortal felicity, is in a certain |
way subordinate to the immortal |
(De Monarchia II, 16).
Esgallent, indeed, and wise principle,

| which, it it were sii!l observed ae it
| ought o be, would cirtainly bring

to the States rich fruita of civil
prosperity.

THE MAN BATTERED BY FATE

“Bus, it will bo said, he railed with
inenlting sacrimony against the |
Sovereign Pontiffs o! his time. IY
is trus; but osgained those who
differed fcom bim in politios and |
whom he believed to be on the eide
of others who had driven him out of |
hie own country. But one must
pity a mand, 8o battered by fate, it
sometime, with ulcerated mind, he
broke into invectives which exceeded |
ail limits, and the more so, a#, to |
exagperate his anger, f{alee giate- |
ments were arttully epread, os it
often happens, by political adver-
sariee, ever inclined to interpret
On
the other side, who con deny that in |
those times there was much to be |
blamed in the cliryy, and a spirit so |

| devoted to the Church as Daute's |

was could not but ba disgusted ; and |
we know that other mao, rar.,ir)aot‘
|

| for holinees, loudly reproved them.

“But although in his violent|
invectives he fell, rightly or wrongly, |
on ecclasiastical personages, he
never failed in the respect due to
the Caurch ard in ‘the reverencs fo
the Suprame Koys'; whercfore in
his political work, he purposed to
defend his own opinicn with that
obsequiougness that must be used by
a #on picue towards his own father,
plous towards the other, pious
towards Christ, pions towarde the
Churceh, pious towsrds the Pastor,

the Ckrigtian religion, for the pro-
tsotion ¢f trath, (Da Monarchia
111, 8)

“Thersfore, having bated on these
girong religious principals all the
structure of his poem, it & noi to ba
wondered if in it a treasure ol
Catholic doctrine is to be found;
that is to say, noY only the essence
philosophy and of OChristian
theology, but also the compendinm
of the divine lawa which must pre
gide over the order aud the adminis-
tration of the Siates: bacause
Alighieri was not a man, who, in
order tio enlarge his country or to
gratily the priuces, would nssert thot
the Siate has the right of denying
justice and right, which he well
knew to ba the chiet frundation of
all ¢'vil nations,

THE POEM THAT MADE CONVERTS

“{tie impossibie, then, toexpress the
intellectual enjoyment procured by
the study of the Supreme Poet; but
no less is the advantege that the
student derives from it, of parfecting
his artistic taste and kindling him
with zeal for virtue ; with the con-
dition, however, that he be free from
prejudices and opan to the influence
of truth, And while the number of
COatholic poets who unite utility with
pleasura is not small the singularity
of Dante oconsists in tkis, that
delighting the reader with the

wonderful variety of imagery, the

brilliant dazzle of colors, the grand.
fosity cf expression and of thoughts,
he entices him to the love of
Christian wisdom ; and nobody can
forget that he openly declared that
he composred his poem, to give every-
one 'vital npourlslyuent’ Aad, In
foct we know, that even recantly,
some men, not contrary, bnt far apart
from Jesus OChrist, studying with
love the Divine Comedy, through the
grace of God, hegan fireb to admirve
the fruth of the Oatholic faith, and
o the end threw themeslves
enthusinstically into the arms of
the Church.

“What We have eaid already is
suflisient to demonstrate how oppor-
tune it is that on the occasion of
this universal centenary, overyone
should intensify his own zeal to
preserve the Faith, which so lumin.
ousgly reveanled itself, if in ensone,
in Alighieri as supporier of culture
and of axt. Beocauee in him not only
the vostness of genius is to be
pdmired, but also the greatness cf
the argument, which hely religion
offered to his song. If the acuteness
of his intellcc) was sharpened by the
meditation and study on the master-
pleces of the ancient class'cy, it was
tempered even more atropgly ae we
have said, by the writings of Doctors
and Fathers, who gave to him the
powerful wings on which he soared to
wonder in horizons much more wide
than those epclosed in the narrow
ambit of nature. Therefore, although
divided from ue by an interval of
centuries, he etill preserves the
freshness of a poet of our times, and
cerininly he is much more than
some recent poete, who exhume that
paganiem, which was ewep! away
for ever by Chriet triumphent on
his Ceces, The same piety breathes
in Alighieri, thet breathes in us, the
same feelingi, the same faith, and
the game veils shade the truth that
80 exalts ue, and which from heaven
hae come down to us.

THE POET OF CHRISTIAN IDEALS

“Thie is his chief merit; to have
been & divine poet; to have
sung in divine accents thoee Chris-
tian ideals which he passionately
admired in all the splendor of their
beauty, feelir g them deeply, and liv.
ing them. And thoee who dare to
deny this glory to Dante, and reduce
the religious substratum of the
Divine Comedy to a vegue ideology,
without any foundation of truth,
disown in Dante what is his char-
acteristic and the inspiration of all
his other merits.

“And it Dante owes 80 much of his
fame and greatness to the Catholic
faith, let this one example suffice,
passirg others in silence, fo show
how untrus it is that the homege of
mind and heart to God, c'ips the
winge of genius, when on the con-
tray it spurs and elevates it; and
how wrongly opposed to the progress
of culiure and refinement are those
who went $o banish from public
instruction any idea of religion.

“Very deplorabla ie, indeed, the
method reigning today, ol educating
the studiouy youth ae if God did not
exist, mnd without the smallest
allugion to the superntura!. Because,
although in some places the ‘Sacred
Poem' is not kept away from the
gchoole, and is on the contrary
included amovpg those hooks that
mus) bs deeply studied, it does nof,
however, bring usually to young
people that vital nourishment it is
destined to produce, a?, owing to the
gecular direction they have received,
they are not disposed, as they ought
to be, towards the truths of Faith.
Would to God that this were the
fruit of Dante's cenfenary ; that in
all places where literary teaching
is imparted, the sahlime Poet were
held in the honor due to him, and
that he himself were to the pupile
teacher of Christian doctrine; he
who bhad no other cbjact in his poem,
then to raiss tbe mwortels from the
state of misery, (¢hat is ot sin) and to
lead them to tha state of happiness,
—that is, of divine grace,

“And you, beloved ccne, who have
the fortune to cultivate literature
under the training of the Church,
loveand hold dear, as you do, this sub-
lime Poet, whom we do not heasitate
o proclaim tha most eloguent
ginger of the Christian idea. The
more you will profit from his gtudy,
the more your oculjure will rige,
ireadiated by the splendors of truth,
gnd stronger and more profound
will be your defersnce fowa:ds the
Catholio Faith,

“Ag a pledge of the heavenly favors
aud a8 atteatation of paternal
benevolence, Wa impat to you all,
baloved sors, with all the effusion
of Ouc heart, the Apostolic Benedio-
tion,

“@Given in Rome, at St. Pater's,
80th Ap:il, 1921, seventh year of Oar
Pontificate.

“Benepictus PP, XV.”

e ———

THE APOLOGIZER

Certain weak-minded Catholics are
continunlly apologizing. They are
constantly feeling the necessity of
making apologies—not the apolegies
of St. Paul or Cardinel Newman, but
inane exouees for poodness and
pobility. Taoslr whole aim geems to
be to make the Church appear well
in thes eyes of non Oatholics, They
e¢ra anxious to be clasied aparid from
the mase of tzue believers—they are
even capable of sayivg, in order to
recommend themselves o the tender
mercios of their separated brethren ;
‘“We are Catholice of oourse; but
not good Catholics.” They do not
exactly deny their Faith, but they
are entirely willing to whittle awsy
a8 much of it as possible. Their
cowardice 18 commoner than many
of us will allow.—Michigan Catholio.




