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brilliant dazzle it oolora, the grand- 
loeily ct expression and ut Ihoaghle, 
be entleea him to tbe love ol 
Obrlitiau wisdom ; and nobody can 
target that bo openly declared that 
be oomposed hie poem, to give every­
one ‘vital nourishment.' And, In 
tact we know, that even recjntly, 
aome men, not contrary, bnt tar epavt 
from Jeeue Chriet, studying with 
love the Divine Comedy, through the 
grace ol God, began Aral to admire 
the truth ot the Catholic faith, and 
at tbe end threw themaelvee 
entboslaetloally Into the arme ot 
tbe Church.

“ What We have eaid already la 
eulll oient to demonstrate bow oppor­
tune It is that on tbe occaelon ol 
this universal centenary, everyone 
should Intensify hie own zeal to 
preserve the Kalth, which so lumin­
ously revealed Itself, it In entone, 
in Alighieri aa supporter ot culture 
and ol art. because in him not only 
tbe vaetnees ot genius Is to be 
admired, but also the greatness tt 
tho argument, which holy religion 
offered to hie song. It the acuteness 
ol hie Intelhc) was sharpened by the 
meditation and study on tbe master­
pieces ot tbe ancient class er, It was 
tempered even more strongly as we 
have said, by the writings ot Dootore 
and Fathers, who gave to him the 
powerful wlnge on which he eoared to 
wander In horizons much more wide 
than those enclosed In tbe narrow 
ambit ot nature. Therefore, although 
divided from us by an interval ot 
csnlurles, he still preserves the 
tresbnese ol a poet ol one tlmrs, and 
oeriainly ho is much more than 
some recent poete, who eihnme that 
paganism, which was swept away 
1er over by Christ triumphant on 
his Cress. The same piety breathes 
in Alighieri, the* breathes In ns, the 
same feelingi, tbs same faith, and 
the same veils shade the truth that 
so exalte ne, and which from heaven 
has come down to ug.

THE POET OF CHRISTIAN IDEALS

hindrance to the happiness ol that 
immortality ; the Truth, because 
it dote not eoffjr any error ; Iho 
Light because II Illuminates ni in 
the datkaeee ot the world’s ignor 
anoe. (Oonvlvio II, 9).

"Scarcely less reverence does he 
•how to thoie venerable principal 
connolls at which no faithful Gath 
olio doubts that Christ was prisant ; 
and he holds in great eeleem tbe 
writings ol the Doctors, ol Augnetlne 
and others, ol whom, he who doubti 
that they were assisted by the Holy 
Ghost, never saw their finite, or, if 
he saw them, never taeted ot them. 
(De Monarehia, III, 8).

HIS RESPECT FOR THE CHURCH

"It ie not necessary to recall the 
oonslderatloa in which Alighieri held 
the authority ot the Catholic Church, 
and how he respected the power ot 
the ltoman Pont, ft, as that on which 
every law and institution ol the 
Catholic Church iteell Ie founded.

"Hence the emphatic admonition to 
Christians : ‘You have the Old and 
tbe New Testament and the Pastor 
ol the Church who guide» yon : let 
thle be enough lor your salvation.'

“He felt the evlle ol the Church, as 
it they were hie own, and while he 
deplored and execrated all rebellion 
against hsr Supreme Cblet, ho Ibui 
wrote to the Italian Cardinale daring 
the stay ol the Pupae In Avignon: 
‘We, therefore, who confers the earns 
Father and Son, the same God and 
Min, the same Virgin and Mother; 
we lir whom it wae «aid to him who 
was thrice interrogated on charily :
‘ Go Peter and lied the sacred laid 
we, who on Rome, (on that Rome, to 
which aller the pomp ol so many 
triumph!, Christ with words and 
acta confirmed the emp rj ol 
nniverse, aud which Peter aad Paul, 
the Apoetles ol the peoples, conee- 
crated with their own blood as 
apostolic see) are obliged with 
Jersmlaa, not complaining lor the 
lolnre but lor the present, to weep 
aa on a widow and derelict, we are 
sorely grieved in seeing her reduced 
in inch a condition, no lees than in 
contemplating the deplorable acre» 
ol the heresies.' (Ejiatle III).

“For him the Roman Conrch Ie 
the most pions mother, the Bride ol 
the Crucifix; and to Peter, the 
Infallible judge cl revealed truth, 
the moet perfect submission is dne 
on every matter ot faith and moral­
ity. Therefore, although he believes 
that the authority ol the Emperor 
derives directly from God, he assorte, 
however, that this truth mnet not bo 
so strictly understood, that the 
Roman Prince be not subject in any 
thing to the Roman Pontiff ; beoiuse 
this mortal telioity, ie in a certain 
way subordinate to the Immortal 
telioity, (De Monarehia II, 16), 
Eioullenl, indeed, and wise principle, 
which, it it were still observed as it 
ought to be, would c irtainly bring 
to the Statee rich fruits ot civil 
prosperity.

THE MAN BATTERED BY FATE

name, muet neoesaarily in no email 
part, redound to the honor ol the 
Uelhullo Chnroh.

" And flret ot all, since the Divine 
Poet, daring his whole Hie, proleeeed 
and exemplified the Catholic religion, 
We may say that it Ie according to 
hie willies, that thle solemn com- 
memoration be made, as it will be 
be made, nuder the inspices ot relig­
ion. Ae it will end in 8t. Francis 
in Ravenna, so let it begin in 
Florence, in bis bsantllnl San 
O.ovBoni, to which, with Intense 
noitalgia, the thoughts ol the exile 
went back in the lact years ot hla 
life when he deelted to be crowned 
poet ol thle city ol hie baptism.

A DISCIPLE OF ST. THOMAS 
AQUINAS

pastor ot Tbe Aesnmption Parish, 
Sandwich, replied, 'Yee, alwaye left 
to the dticretlon ol the prints ol the 
pariah. We have alwaye lollowed 
the same method line» the Baillions 
took charge ol tbe perish In 1870.' 
Father Hobart, pastor ol the Immacu­
late Conception Parish, Windsor, 
said : ‘Within the limits ol reason it 
has always been loft lo my discretion 
and judgment.' And Father Lali- 
berte, pastor ol 81. Joachim, 'Yes, 
alwaj*. I have an ontirjly French 
parish, and 1 have been left perfectly 
tree In regard to the language I 
should employ.'

'‘The tame paetora very clearly 
asserted that no one had ever been 
forbidden by Bishop Fallon to use 
the French language In preaching, ao 
that tbe falsity ol tbe declaration on 
this point ie more and more con­
firmed. For, questioned whether 
they had ever baen forbidden to 
Ipreach in French,’ whether they 
anew that anyone ‘bad ever received

" II Btehop Fallon wae not in favor 
ol tbe eohoole wbloh are ordinarily 
called Bilingual, thia wae not by any 
means the result ol animosity 
towards the French language, bol 
wae the remit ol an opinion 
admittedly honest, though not 
necessarily devoid ol error, that this 
method le faille, inefficient and 
injurious lo the ohlldien ol French- 
Canadian parante themselves. Thot 
this was Bishop Fallon's view is so 
oleerly established in the trial that 
it can no longer be doubted. 1 I 
believe,' eaid Hon, J. O. Reanme,
‘that in the mouth ol Biehop Fallon 
thle expression (l am opposed to 
Bilingual Schools ) means 
he is opposed to billngnal teach­
ing as a system, but that he Ie 
not oppored to tbe leaching ol 
French.' And the Hon. W. J. Hanna 
dec’ared under oath : 1 Biehop
Fallon directed hie oonvereatlon 
with me to the school question, giv­
ing me to nnderetand that it wae
a matter which gravely pre occupied such a prohibition,' or whether it 
him. He eaid that he had reason lo was possible 'that eooh a prohibition 
tear that the children ot hie dlooeer, ooold have been mede without their 
lot whom he felt that be had to having knowledge ol II,‘ Father Cote, 
beat a certain reeponiiblllty, were lot ten year» raster ot the Church of 
not receiving an education equal in the Aeeumplion, replied, No. I do 
general to that which wae obtained not know a cingle pereon who hat 
in the Public Sjhoolf, that they were ever received inch a prohibition. No 
not being Intel cctuatly equipped to prohibition ol a general nature could 
compete laUateotorlly with other | have been given In this section of 
children. This defect, he aald, wee the D oceee without my knowledge, 
noticeable particularly, and perhaps and il In particular caiee aproblbi 
eolely, amongst tbe children tion hai been iaeued I believe 1 
ol French Canadian parente who would have known of it.' Thle 
attended school» in which French testimony la confirmed by Fathers 
wae taught, not altogether to the Robert, Semacde, Bredy, Downey, 
exolueion ol Eaglleh, but to such an Parent, Laliberle, Briaion, Aylward, 
extent that the training in English Pinaonneanll, Blair and others. It 
wae not adequate. That, he said, even appears from tbe evidence that 
wae a great drawback to the Bishop Fellon, unlike hie predecee 
children. The impreseion I received bois, delivered an allocation In 
from the interview with Biehop French on the dny of hie episcopal 
Fallon was hie great solicitude for consecration, though no other Biehop 
the children entrnsted to his care ; of Lnhdon had ever spoken in 
there wee no queetion ot excluding French on that occasion ; that in an 
French trom tbe echools. There addreae to hia clergy he had declared 
wae not a single étalement made by that he would require, in candidates 
Biehop Fallon dating his Interview tor the priesthood, a thorough knowl- 
with me which could lend iteell to edge ol both thesEnglieh and French 
the interpretation that be wae hos'tle languages ; and that he had himiell 
Co the French Canadian people or to used the French language in preach 
the teaching ol tbe French language ing and In catechising the obildren 
in the schools. He insisted eolely on the occaeion ol hie pastoral visit- 
upon the bnunden duty ot the eohoole a'ion. These facte were establiebed 
to give to the obildren that I «blent by the testimony ol Fathers Robsrt, 
education in English which wae Seirande, Emery, Downey, Patent, 
neceteary tor their fntnre welfare. Billion, Plneonneanlt and olhere.
It, he said, in addition to that yen It ie established Iheretore that the 
can tsech French or any other declaration eigned by the plaintiff» ie 
language, so much the better.' ” Injurious to the good name and repa

I trtion of Blihop Fallon, and that the 
plaintiffs are not borne out by the ‘ Therefore, in accordance with 
tenth in which thay sought refuge. divine revelation, in this poem

Throughout the whole national- I Since the declaration in queetion, flhln6B mtj ;Bty ot God One and
ietic agitation no statement « tfwSTSaZ'ÏÏ52
more taise, more calumnious, or good nBme Bnd repotation ol Biehop Man, the immense mere» and libjtal-
mere defamatory ot Biehop Fallon Fallon, and contains statements ^ o£ Mary virgin and Mother,
than tho declaration that he bed lor- which are tslee or which certainly do Qoee„ 0j Heaven, aud lastly the
bidden preaching in French. Th» po> wj*h supreme glory of tbe saints, tho
judgment o. the Roman Rot» dis- “ d8l8‘°d ,r°m ‘h8 angel, and the redeemed ; to which

*eoorue- the inféra«1 abyse forms a terrib e
poses tflccsually cl thle elate enl | Tbna disappears a long eeriee ot contrast, with Its angel c and human

falsehoods and calumnies covering a inhabiianls lorevar damned ; and, as 
“ Still lees were the plaintiffs able I lod more tbBU ten yeBtgi Bnd a middle world batween heaven and 

to prove iho second part ol their , , , ., .. .. . hell, tha purgatory ol eoula destined,decoration, viz , that Bishop Fellon extending far beyond the limite not B[ler expiB,i0D| to euprsme bleesed- 
by his episcopal authority foibide only ot the I).oceee ol London, but 
preaching in French to Catholic» ol even ol the Dominion ol Canada, 
that nationality. The argumente | The truti, Bt length appear!. Rome, 
adduced by the appellants to establish 
thle
eccnmb: rsd with ambiguity
equivocation. For, says tbe oouneel Rome never fails to reach, to pro- 
tor the plaintiffs, in this mailer alio claim, and to vindicate the truth, 
it appears to me that I shall have |m. F. Fallon,
established every point it I prove that Bishop cf London.
Catholics ol French nationality q life 
frequently petitioned tbe Bishop, 
but in vain, that sermon, in French 
should be given in the Chnroh. Bot 
it ie one thing for the Biehop not to 
have granted the pétitions addretsed 
to him and altogetbes another thing 
to have forbidden preaching in 
French to French Catholic. Bnt 
there ie still more : in tbe petitions 
presented to Btehop Fallon permis­
sion t,o preach in French was not I Rome, May 10.—The following ie 
asked, but rather authorization lor the text ol the EnojcUcal Letter on 
more sermons in the French lan- 0Bntei addressed by tbe Pope “to 
guage. This appears from the testi- 0ut beloved sous, ptoleesots and 
mony ot witneesea adduced by the p„pjig 0f Bu Catiolto institutes ol 
plaintiffs themselves. ‘We Pr,a" | learning on the occasion ot the 
sented,’ eaid Christina Menard, a | ajx,h centenary ol the death ol 
request to Bishop Fallon in which i Uauta Alighieri." 
tbs Franch-Canadian mothers asked | >■ Beloved Sons : Greotlngs and
f ,* more French in the church' ; and i Anoetolio Benediction.
Win. AS«m icstineo : i siened up-ti “ Among the many and illoairioua 
tion addressed to Bishop Fallon. . . . Bnd talented men who ate tho pride 
More French was asked 1er our o| the Catiiolio laith and who, be 
children at the nine o’clock Mass.' g[deB £n other fields, loll particularly 
Tbe came witness gives Biehop in tbat o£ literature and art the 
Fallon's reply : You will not have lmmottai (mile ot their genius well 
more French tb»n yon have now.' '
E.'cn granting, then, the contention 
ot counsel for the plaintiffs, the 
falsity ol the declaration on this 
point is sufficiently clear.

“ On the other bend, it is evident 
from tbe records that no change wae 
made in regard to the use ol the 
French language in the churohce ot 
the London DR ose alter the coming 
ot Bishop Fallon. Mrs. Rosalie 
Langloie cl St. Alphoneue Parish,
Windsor, testifies to this : ‘ Speak 
ing generally there has been no 
change for years. Wbat wes done 
In the time ol Monsignor Meunier 
ie doue now.' And Gilbert Herbert, 
ol the same parish : ‘There hae been 
no obange since tbe time ol Monelg 

Meunier.' Similar testimony 
was given in regard to the lmma- 
onlate Conception Parish, Windsor, 
by Christina Menard, Dominic Gourd,
Euclid Jacques and others.

ol London ; 9 ad, the declaration that 
I had forbidden the teaching ol 
French and preaching in that lan­
guage ; and, 8rd, that opposition to 
the inefflolenoy ol Bilingual Sohoole 
meant boetllily to the French lan- 
guage. The lodgment ol the Holy 
Roman Rota Ie an absolute justifica­
tion ol my position on there three 
pointe.
THE COMPETENCY OF THE DIOCESAN 

TRIBUNAL OF LONDON

welfare organization, ae well as a 
religious organization.

"Wherever possible, it will eeoure 
■ special building as a Club house; 
where not, it will nee a college leo- 
tore room, or the neighboring Parieh 
Hall, K. ol 0. building, os quarlers 
made available by some other sympa 
Ihetio organization."

THE FINAL JUDGMENT 
OF ROME

On thle point the judgment eaye: 
The delendenti "put forward their 

almost in the same
“No misrepresentations should be 

suffered to pass unrefuted. . . .
Such statements constantly reiterated, 
and seldom answered, will assuredly 
be believed."—Macaulay.

thatexceptions
worde : ‘ I peremptorily relnee to 
jneltly the evidence which I have 
given in favor ol Father Beaudoin in 
the case at present before the Holy 
Roman ltjta, until judgment ie pro 
nonnoed by that Tslbunal in the 
said case. Furthermore 1 absolutely 
deny the competence of the Tribunal 

years a subject of oonsldereble egtta- I before which I hove the honor ol

" Living in an age, which, collect­
ing a, an heritage Irom tbe ancients 
the most splendid traits ol doctiine 
and ol pbllosophloal and theologloel 
speouintior, banded them down to 
posterity with the impression ol 
the rigorous eoholaetio method, 
Dante, amidst the many currents ol 
thought, which even then were 
diffused among the learned, became 
the disciple ot that Prince ol the 
Schools, so illustrions for the 
angelic temper ol hie Intellect, St. 
Thomas ot Aquino. From him he 
drew almost all bis philosophical 
and theolog'CAl opinions, and while 
he neglected no branch ol human 
knowledge, he drank eagerly at the 
sources of Holy Scripture and tf the 
Fathers.

“ Having thue learnt almoel all the 
eslenoe ot hie lime and being partie 
ularly nourished with Christian 
knowledge, when he prepared to 
writs, he took trom the very flald ol 
religion the immense and vital 
theme which he wanted to slug In 
verse, in this, it one mast admira 
the prodigious eoope and acuteness 
ol hie intellect, one mnet also 
reacgnlze that he received Irom tbe 
divine faith the strong impulse ol 
inspiration, aud that he could thue 
embellish his immortal poem with 
many gems ol revealed truth, no 
leee than with all the eplendore of 
art. In tact, hie Comedy, which 
deservedly wae called D.vlne, even in 
ite varions eymlnllo fictions and 
in the remembrances ol the life ol 
mortals on earth, hae the eole object 
ol glorifying the jaslioe and the 
providence ol God who rules tbe 
world in time and in eternity, and 
chastises and rewards the actions cf 
individuals and ot human society.

The Supreme Court ot the Cetbollo 
Church, the Holy Roman Rota, hae 
recently published a final judgment 
on a queetion which baa been fur

tien in varions parte of tbe Dominion appearing, and I will not ooneent to 
ol Canada. In 1910 the Biehop ol answer exiept before a jedgeLOD,.™ u ....... !

the inefficiency ol the eo called WBld thaBg elc,ptiocb they letl the
Billngnal School Byitem. Hie atti courtroom, ignoring the judge's 
tuoe furnished occeeion for wide- warning lo remain, 
ipread and long continued accusa- “A twofold objoction ie contained 

* , , .. ... in these declaratione, one reel, ontlone that he wae unfriendly to the | Btc)un, tbe connection ol the
French language and the French- 1 Bction wjth the ceee which wae 
Canadian people. In reply to these | before the Roman Rota ; the other 
obargae Le published in September I personal, on account ol the alleged

incompetence ol the London Tri­
bunal because ol laok of jurisdiction, 
. . . The Tribunal ot London 
rightly rejected both exception» ; the 
flret, because the case on trial before 
it concerning the declaration which 
the Ordinory considered Injurious to 
birr ealt bad no connection with the 

ot the division ot Father

of the above year a brief statement, 
which concluded with the following 
plain and unequivocal paragraph :

"I have never been by word ot 
deed, by intent or deeire, unfriendly 
to the interest! ol the French Cana­
dian people, and I never shall be
unfriendly to them at any time or J aaBB . . , . „ „„ _ .place, no mutter what the provooa- Beaudoin e Parl.h »hlcb was pend

am ae solicltone tor their welfare, whethrr or not be hae jurisdiction 
whether eplritnal or temporal, a» I and einoe it was a case 4.proving: a 
am lor that ol any other portion of written declaration agaln.lthe 
the flock confided to my care. I have Ordinary, the Tribunal ol London 
never issued or oaneed to be ieioed, | wae certainly competent, 
directly or Indirectly, verbally, by 
writing, or in any other way, any 
order or mandate or even expression 
of opinion concerning the teaching 
cf French or of any other language I Rota ie abundantly clear on this 
In the Separate Schools, or in any poin£i h 6ays 
other schools, in the Diooeee of 
London or anywhere else. I have 
not, and never have had, any objec­
tion to the teaching ot French or ot »“**, . ,____
any other language in accordance objectively, it contalne an Injury 
with the laws of the Province ol grave detraction egiinst the Ordin- 
Ontario and the regulations ot the as such. For it would not o y 
provincial department ot education, be unjust on the part ot tbe Bishop 
F 1 to persecute, as it were, in the

matter ot their language, French- 
Canadian Catholics who have 
merited well ot religion in Canada,

. bnt since it Is the duly ot the 
Under ordinary circumstances this | )!j,hop |0 preserve peace and 

atatemenl might have been con- j harmony among the flock whom God 
aideted enfflolent to put an end to hae committed to hie care, Biehop

Fallon would have departed from hie 
duty to religion it in hia episcopal 

about. Bet the circumstances were officJ he had 60 oonducted himetll as
not ordinary and, for varying to forbid the c itldren of French- 
motives and purposes, the%gitation Canadian parente to be taught in the 

enormonely French language, aid preaching in 
French to Catholics ol that nation­
ality ; similarly he would have 

memorandum, written by the late Tj0iBtea the directions and trane- 
Honorable W, J, Hama alter a con- greeeed tho instructions persistently 
vereation he had had with the Bishop | given on thle momeotous question

by tbo Holy See, and particularly by 
, ^ . , Pius X., in his letter cf July, 1911,

For three years I wae prevented tQ tbe Arobblshope and Bishops ot 
from dealing tffaotually with the Canada: ‘Thus we wish you first ot 
accusations against me, because of all to work prudently but pereever- 
the impossibility cl having a definite iuglY to eradicate whatever differ- 

. , ... euces ol opinion may lurk amongstcharge made by some responsible ] Ca,jhol|CB on BCOOnnt c£ the differ
ot race and language.' The

"Thle is his chief merit ; to have 
been a divine poet ; to have 
sung in divine accents those Chris­
tian ideals which he passionately 
admired in all tbe splendor ol their 
beenty, leelirg them deeply, and liv­
ing them. And these who dare to 
deny this glory to Dante, and reduce 
the rellgione substratum ol the 
Divine Comedy to a vague ideology, 
without any foundation ol truth, 
dieown in Dante what is hi, char­
acteristic and the inspiration ol all 
hie other merits.

“And it Dante owee eo much ol hie 
lame and greatness to the Catholic 
faith, let this one example suffice, 
paseltg others in silence, to show 
how nntius it Is that the bomege ol 
mind and heart to God, clips the 
wlnge cl genius, when on the con- 
tray it spore and elevates it ; and 
how wrongly opposed to the progreee 
ol culture and refinement are those 
who want to banish Irom public 
instruction any idea ol religion.

"Vary deplorable ie, indsed, the 
method reigning today, ol educating 
the etudicui youth ae if God did not 
exist, and without the smallest 
allusion to tbe snperntural. Because, 
although in some places the ‘ Sacred 
Poem' is not kept away from the 
schools, and is on the contrary 
Included amoeg those hooks that 
must be deeply studied, it does nol, 
however, bring usually to young 
people that vital nourishment it is 
destined to produce, a», owing to the 
secular direction they h we received, 
they are not disposed, as they ought 
to be, towards the truths of Faith, 
Would to God that this were the 
feuit ol Dante's centenary ; that in 
all places where literary leaching 
is imparted, the sublime Poet were 
held in the honor due to him, and 
that he himself were to the pupils 
teacher ot Christian doctrine ; he 
who had no other object in hla poem, 
than to raise tbe mettais from the 
state ot misery, (-hat is ol sin) and to 
lead thtm to tho elate ol happiness, 
—that ie, ct divine grace.

"And you, beloved sene, who have 
the fortune to cultivate literature 
under the training ol the Church, 
love and hold dear, as you do, this sub­
lime Poet, whom we do not hssitate 
to proclaim the most eloquent 
singer ol the Christian idea. The 
more you will profit irom his study, 
the more your culture will rise, 
irradiated by the splendors of truth, 
and stronger and more profound 
will be your deference towards the 
Catholic Faith.

"Ae a pledge ot the heavenly favors 
and as attestation ol paternal 
benevolence, Wa impart to you all, 
beloved sols, with all the effusion 
ot Out heart, the Apostolic Benedic­
tion.

THE DECLARATION CONCEBNINO THE 
TEACHING OF FRENCH

The judgment ol the Holy Roman

:
"In regard to the declaration 

eigned by the prieets, it ie evident 
considered iu itself and THE PROHIBITION TO PREACH IN 

FRENCH

This whole agitation, therefore, ae 
tar ae I am concerned ie net only 
utterly baseleee, hot ie also supreme­
ly unjust."

It eays :
the false charges that were flying

“Bat, it will bo sali, be railed with 
insulting acrimony against the 
Sovereign Pontiffs ol his time. It 
ie true ; bnt against those who 
differed from him in politics and 
whom he believed to be on the side 
ct others who had driven him ont ot 
hie own country. But one must 
pity a mm, so battered by fate, it 
sometime, with ulcerated mind, he 
broke into invectives which exceeded 
all limite, and tbe more so, as, to 
exasperate his angar, taise state­
ments were artfully spread, us it 
often happens, by political adver 
series, ever inclined to interpret 
malignantly every happening. On 
the other side, who can deny that in 
those time» there was much to be 
blamed in the cl.rjy, and a spirit eo 
devoted to the Chnroh ns Dante's 
was could not but ba disgusted ; and 
we know that other mao, eminent 
lor holiness, loudly reproved them.

neae.
THE DEFENDER OF DOGMA

“ I| is a wonder, the way in which, 
in all the three cantlclee, he koows 
how to inter wine thr.se and other 
dogmaswitheaplontdesign. Andilthe 
progress ol astrcmlo soienc s showed 
afterwards that his conception ol the 
world had no foundation, and that 
the spheres supposed by the ancients 
did not exist, since the natnre, the 
number and the course ol tbe stars 
and heavenly bodies are quite differ­
ent Irom what they thought, the 
lundamenlel principle never failed, 
that the universe, whichever may 
bo the order that sustains it in ite 
parte, is work ol the creating and 
preserving action ol God Almighty, 
Who moves and rales everything, 
and whose glory ‘shines in one place 
more aud leee elsewhere :' and this 
earth that we inhabit, although it Ie 
not tho centre ct the universe, as 
once it was believed, nevertheless 
was tbs theatre ol the primitive 
happineie ol our lurelathora, and 
witness ol the I ,tol fall ae well ae cf 
tha bumau redemption, effected by 
the paaelon and death of Jesue 
Christ.

"Therefore, the Divine Poet 
explained the three formed lile ol 
the souls imagined by him, eo as to 
illustrate, before the final judgment, 
the damnation ol the wicked, tha 
purgation ot the good spirits, ns wall 
an the eternal happiness of tho 
blessed, with a light that was derived 
fro oi tbe Faith.

"Thus among the truths illustrated 
by Alighieri in the three books cl his 
poem, as well as in his other wotke, 
we believe there ara many that may 
serve as teaching to the men ol the 
present time. That Chrletians owe 
the greatest reverence to the Sacr id 
Snriptnre and that they must accept 
what ie contained in it, Dante 
expressly affirms when he writes 
that “although many are the writers 
ol the divine word, He who dictates 
is One-God, who hae deigned to 
signify to us Hia pleasure by the 

ot others.'' (Da Monarchie 
III, 4). Magnificent expression ol a 
great truth 1 Thus also, when ho 
affirms that the Old and the New 
Testament, which are prescribed lor 
ever as the Prophet says, contain 
spiritual teaohinge which transcend 
human reason, imparted by the Holy 
Ghost, who, through the Prophets 
and the sacred writers, by Jaens 
Christ co-eternal Son ol God, and by 
hie disciples, revealed the truth 
supernatural and necessary to us. 
(Da Monarehia III, 8, 16). And very 
justly he eays regarding the future 
life “he accepts 1er it the most true 
doctrine ol Christ, which ie the Way, 
the Truth and the Light : the Way, 
bacanse through it we go without

continued. It was 
aided by tbe publication ot a stolen

Indeed, is often slow, because Romo
declaration are no | „ B,„Byg pBtignl. Rut, In the end.

ot London in Sarnia in May, 1910.

London, Ont., March 2lei, 1921.

POPE LAUDS DANTEperson. In the enmmer ot 1913, 
however, I learned that a number ol I declaration eigned by the appellants 
priests of my Diocese had eigned a represents the Biehupot London inhie

episcopal office as not removing but 
rather fomenting differences and 
discord, which would be an oppro­
brious thing in a biehop.

“Bnt the appellants were far Irom 
being able to prove the truth of tbe 
assertion contained in the declar­
ation, viz., tha'- Bishop Fallon by his 
epi copal direction had forbidden 
tha Franoh langu ige to be taught to 
children ot Frtnch Canadian parents 
and pi-inching in French to Catholics 

I call ad nnon each at the signers o£ ,bat. BBti0nality, beoanee Irtu1' 
ol thin .leclaraUon, iudiYi^v.^1!,- on a ...i. p,..* .p .h. .. ol
priva'.ely, to prove their chargee or witnesses brought forward by the
withdraw them. Bat in Ibis pro appellant, themeelvee and by docu 

, . ... .. , .. mfute produced by them, it ieneeding I met with no satisfaction. evidt)Ut tbBt tbe declaration in
I then instituted action against them qaeetion u a fabrication and
belore the Diocesan Tribunal ol altogether foreign to the truth," 
Londdti. Whilst these suits were 
being tried, the détendante applied to 
and obtained from Rome permission 
lo have their cases tranelerred to the 
Holy Roman Itita. Thle was in 1914, 
and the case has einoe been btfjre 
the Supreme Court of the Church,
Every opportunity was given to the 
appellants to justify themeelvee.
His Excellency, tha late Monsignor 
P. F. Stagnl, Apostolic Delegate to 
Canada, waa appointed a commission 
to lake evidence, and spent six weeks 
In my Diocese in doing so. He 
extmlotd under oath every witness 
whom the appellants wished to pre­
sent, and then tcrwarled the testi­
mony to the Roman judges.

The final judgment wae issued 
from Rome on the 15th ot June, 1920, 
and ie effi dally published in tbe 
“Acte of the Apoetolio See" of 
Jxnuary 24 ih, 1921, covering ten 
closely printed pages of that publica­
tion. I wish to put on record here 
the salient features of this important 
and definitive judgment. So far ae 
I was concerned there were three 
undamental pointe at leene : 111, the 

competency ol the Diooeean Tribunal

em-e

THE POET WHO EXPRESSED 
CHRISTIAN IDEAL FOR 

ALL THE AGES
declaration and bad forwarded it to 
Rome, in which I was accused of 
having

“forbidden the teaching ot 
French to children ol French Cana 
dlans and preaching in French to 
Catholics of that nationality."

There was not, ot course, aehidow 
of truth in either of those accusations.

“But although In hie violent 
invectives he fell, tightly or wrongly, 
on ecclesiastical parsonages, he 
never failed in the respect due to 
the Church and in ‘the reverence to 
the Suprsme Key»' ; wherefore in 
his political work, he purposed to 
defend hie own opinion with that 
obseqnioasncse that must be used by 
a eon pious towards his own father, 
pious towards the mother, pious 
towards Christ, pions towards the 
Church, pious towards the Pastor, 
pious towards all those who profess 
the Christian religion, for the pro­
tection cf trith. (Da Monarehia 
HI, 8).

the

deserving of reoognillon by religion 
and civilization, supreme arises 
Doute Alighieri, ol whose death the 
sixth centenary is on the eve of 
being celebrated. His singular 
greatness never was put in eo strong 
a light as It is today when net only 
Italy, Justly proud to have given 
birth to him, bat all civilized 
natione, by means of epeoial com 
mltteee ot learned men, prepate 
themselves to solemnize his memory, 
so that this sublime figure, the honor 
and glory of humanity, may be ex­
alted by the whole world.

“ We, therefore, in this universal 
ocnoort ct good men, must absolutely 
not fail to take part, bnt rather pre 
side over it, beoanee to the Church 
eepocially belongs the right to call 
Aligbieti her own.

“ And as, on tbe beginning of Oar 
Pontifloate, in a letter directed to 
tbe Archbishop of Ravenna, We 

“And from the evidence ot ae many made Ourselvee the promoter ot the 
pastors as testified It is clearly estab- repaire to the temple near which 
lu-hed that each Parish Priest woe at the Poet's remains are resting, eo 
liberty, in the performance ot hie now, almost ae an inauguration of 
sacred duties, to nee either English the cycle ol the centenary festivities, 
or French, according as the needs of We have deemed it opportune to 
his parishioners eeemed to him lo address Onr word to yon all, beloved 
demand. For, in reply to the quee eons, who cultivate literature under 
tion : ‘In regarl to the language the maternal vigilance of the Church 
need in yonr pariobial administra- to demonstrate even more clearly 
tion has it always been left to your the close union ol Dante with this 

asserted In the declaration ot the discretion, to yonr judgment, and to | Chair ot Peter, and how the praleei 
appellant».

BILINGUAL SCHOOLS AND THE 
FRENCH LANGUAGE

From tbe uncompromising opposi­
tion of tbe Biehop ot London to the 
educational inefflilency of so-called 
Bilingual Schools, the appellants 
undertook to inter his hostility to 
tbe teaching ot French. On this 
point again the judgment ol tbe 
Holy Roman Rota is clear and 
definite :

Therefore, having bated on ttese 
siring religious principals all tbe 
strnctnre ot his poem, it la nol to be 
wondered if In it a treasure ol 
CathoUo doctrine ie to be found ; 
that is to say, not only tbe essence 
ol philosophy and ol Christian 
theology, but also the compendium 
of the divine laws which must pre 
side over the order and the adminis­
tration ot tho Siatoa : b3cause 
Alighieri wae not a man, who, in 
order to enlarge his country or to 
gratify the princes, would assert that 
the State has the right of denying 
justice and right, which he well 
knew to ba the chief f mndation ot 
all e vil nations.

"Given in Rome, at St. Peter's, 
30th Ap.il, 1921, seventh year otOnr 
Pontifloate.

"Bknedictus PP. XV.”

THE APOLOG1ZER
“That it was difficult to prove the 

assertion, the appellants' counsel 
himself demonstrates, as he distorts 
and evades the question. If I prove, 
he says, that Bishop Fallon'e policy 
was to have Billngnel Schools 
suppressed, it will be clear that his 
policy was that the French language 
should no longer be tangbt in the 
eohoole. But it is one thing to say 
that Bishop Fallon's policy was that 
the school laws in his province 
should be changed or amended in 
order to correct a defective method, 
aid quite another thing to Bay that 
while these regulations and lawe 
stood, the Biehop had forbidden 
children ot French Canadian parents 
to be taught the French language ; 
but it is this prohibition which is

Certain weak minded Catholics ate 
continually apologiz’ng. They are 
constantly feeling the necessity ot 
making apologies—not tbe apaiogtee 
of St. Paul or Cardinal Newman, bnt 
inane excuses for goodness and 
nobility. Tnair whole aim seems to 
be to make the Church appear well 
in tha eyes ot non Catholics. They 
er-3 anxious to bo classed apart from 
the moss of true believers—they are 
even capable ol saying, in order to 
recommend themeelvee to the tender 
merelee ol their separated brethren ; 
“ We are Cathollos ol oouree ; but 
not good Catholics." They do not 
exactly deny their Faith, bnt they 
are entirely willing to whittle away 
as much ot it ae possible. Their 
cowardice ie commoner than many 
ol ne will allow—Michigan Catholic.
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TBE POEM THAT MADE CONVERTS

“itie impossible, then, to express the 
intellectual enjoyment procured by 
the etudy ot the Supreme Poet ; but 
no less is the advantage that the 
etudent derives from it, ot perfecting 
his artistic taste and kindling him 
wilh zeal tor virtue ; with the con­
dition, however, that he be tree Irom 
prejudices and opsn to the influence 
of truth. And while the number ot 
Catholic poete who unite ntilily with 
pleasure ie not email the singularity 
ot Dante ooneiits in thle, that 
delighting the reader with the 
wonderlnl variety ot Imagery, theyour oonscienoe ?' Father A. J, Cote, bestowed upon eo distinguished a


