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1Echoes of the
Irish Race Convention.

A Dublin correspondent to the New 
York "Post” thus summarizes lh’ 
proceedings of the recent ll tsli- Con
vention :

A CONVENTION has, within the 
present week, been held here which 
may have considerable influence upon 
the personnel of ont—eighth of the 
members of Parliament after the next 
general election. It may, therefore, 
not be without interest shortly to 
consider the circumstances which 
brought it together and its probable 
outcome.

Mainly through the energy and en
thusiasm of one man — William 
O'Brien—renewed agrarian agita
tion, under the banner of the Unit
ed Irish League* has of late years 
been establishing and extending itself 
in the West of Ireland, and has been 
spreading eastwards and southwards. 
It has tended again to bring toge
ther men long sundered by the “Par
nell split." Partly through the influ
ence of this League, partly through 
common sympathy for the Boers, 
partly through a glowing realization 
of the certainty of disaster at the 
next general' election if feuds were 
maintained — largely, let us hope, 
through shame at the maintenance oi 
separation on historic grounds be
tween men whose aims and interest 
were identical — the Irish national 
parties came together again at the 
opening of the present session of Par
liament. In proportion to the lleld 
of interest, greater magnanimity and 
practical good sense have seldom 
been shown than in the arrangements 
then made for union. John Dillon, 
long the Chairman of the majority, 
rightly enjoying the confidence of the 
large majority of the Irish people, 
absolutely withdrew his candidature 
so ns not to complicate matters. 
John E. Kedmond, theretofore the 
Chairman of the minority, was unan
imously elected Chairman of the re
united party. It was decided to call, 
at earliest possible date, a conven
tion of the Irish people at large, to 
cement the union in the country that 
had been already made in the Par
liamentary Party, and to agree upon 
a common platform and common me
thods of action.

A CHANGED .SITUATION.—This is 
the convention that has just been 
held. It met—several thousand dele
gates—in the same room where the 
Volunteers gathered 120 years ago. 
But how changed the situation ! The 
Volunteers, exclusively Protestant, 
and belonging mainly to the upper 
classes, supporting a separate Na
tional Parliament; this convention 
overwhelmingly Catholic and belong
ing mainly to the humbler classes 
desiring a National Parliament, the 
idea of which the descendants of the 
Volunteers now deride and oppose. 
The session was of two days of five 
hours each. There was freedom of 
debate, and th6 proceedings were or
derly . The too often inane interjec
tions by individual voices, and the 
constant intervention of lengthy and 
vociferous applause, in all Irish as
semblages of the kind, however or
derly in an Irish sense, are a serious 
strain upon the nerves of thosewhose 
ideals of what the conduct of such an 
assembly should be are formed upon 
different lines. There is more good 
humor, yet. strange to say, less jo
cularity, than in similar English 
gatherings.

It was interesting to compare this 
Convention with the great Home 
Kule Conference of 1873 (held in the 
same room) and the Irish Race Con
vention of 1896. Regarding the first., 
time has made almost a clean sweep; 
of the sixty who then spoke, but four 
were now present. The sons of some 
who then held a prominent position 
were now in the forefront. At the 
Conference of 1878 but about 13 
members of Parliament appeared; at 
that of 1896, .45; now, over 50. That 
of 1873 more nearly represented all 
classes in Ireland. There were large 
landed proprietors, Deputy-Lieuten
ants of counties, several Protestant 
clergymen. The Convention of 1896 
was attended by over fifty delegates 
from the United States, Australasia, 
and the Cape. The number of Catho
lic clergy in 1878 was limited; they 
were in large numbers present in 
1896, a bishop occupying the chair : 
here they were much fewer—perhaps 
sixty. There was now no Protestant 
clergy, and few prominent Protest
ants except Mr. Blake. As the years 
paw over, the Irish movement tends 
to become more Catholic. The Con
vention of 1896 was the most strik
ing and hopeful; this more really ie- 
presentative of rural Catholic Ire
land. A large number of the dele
gates were sent up from newly con
stituted local bodiés. The resolutions 
were in favor of "full national self- 
government for Ireland" ; “abolition 
of landlordism by means of a univer
sal and compulsory system of pur- 
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possible of the Irish language. The 
general constitution of a League to 
promote the return to Parliament of 
a united Irish party was then set
tled; and all wound up with a reso
lution. enthusiastically received and 
passed, of sympathy with the Boers.

This convention is not likely, as J 
have said, to be without considerable 
influence. Concerning Home Rule it is 
not easy to predicate. It is to be re
marked that the acceptance of Home 
Rule is more and more being made 1 o 
imply the acceptance of other popu
lar desires. The Convention of 1873 
dealt only with Home Rule. The 
movement then inaugurated was 
moribund when Davitt and Parnell 
yoked land reform thereto and car
ried it so near success. At the time 
of the Parnell split in 1890, a single 
Home Rule plank had been returned 
to. The moment that catastrophe 
occurred, both parties strove to at
tract followers on other grounds. 
The Convention of 1896 covered near
ly, though not so definitely, so much 
ground as the present. It is difficult 
to judge to what degree Home Rule 
may be but a pious opinion, the 
other claims those which really come 
home to the hearts of the people in 
Ireland. The belief of Irish National
ists sixty years ago was that every 
reform granted in Ireland would 
strengthen and increase her desire for 
Home Rule, and her means fçr ad
vancing it. This does not appear to 
be so. Each great reform has been 
effected largely through the enthu
siasm of its being yoked with a na
tional demand. But, when accom
plished, the special adherents, those 
who most directly benefited by the 
change, have rather retired satisfied 
to their tents. This tendency is no
where more observable than in the 
Catholic Church and in the upper 
grades of Catholic society. A cause 
cannot be said really to prosper, ad
herents to which can be attracted 
only by the putting forward of a 
number of questions, the settlement 
of which would all be included in the 
main issue. If the desire for Home 
Rule; is genuine, every other question 
should make way for it. Thousands 
believe in Homfc Rule who cannot ac
cept these additions to the pro
gramme. Others would be found 
willing to assist -in advancing many 
of these desires if Home Rule were 
not joined to them.

MR. HEALY’S ATTITUDE—Those 
most responsible for the advancement 
of Home Rule express themselves sa
tisfied with the outcome of this con
vention. A very few years must no-v 
decide whether or not a burning de
sire exists on the part of the Irish 
people for a radical change in the re
lations between the countries—whe
ther the apathy of late years has 
arisen only because of party differ
ences, or whether it may not be due 
to changes in the thoughts, feelings, 
and tendencies of Irish society. One 
po.-.sible disintegrating element can
not be left out of account. Mr. Healy 
is, in a certain sense, one of the 
ablest Irish politicians. He has nn 
important following in and out of 
Parliament. In the differences and 
discussions of the last few years it 
has always somehow occurred that 
he has in the end been found in op
position to the majority of the par
ty to which he appears to have giv
en his adhesion. And it has happen
ed that those whom he has consi
dered it his duty most to discredit, 
and. where possible, drive out of po
litics, are those who, to the major
ity of his countrymen, appear most 
useful, earnest, and devoted in the 
cause of Home Rule. After giving 
full adhesion to a re-united party a 
few months ago. he and his are now 
setting themselves bitterly in opposi
tion to the work of this convention, 
the outcome of the deliberations of 
the said party. There is no legal jus
tification for saying that his views 
have changed concerning the desirab
ility of the continuance of a move
ment for Home Rule. It is. however, 
incontrovertible that, if a man de
sired the destruction of such move
ment. he could not better set himself 
about it; and there can be little 
doubt that he is receiving the sup
port of a large number who do not 
desired openly to admit they are tired 
of the agitation.

THE CHINESE WAR.
Despite the livid pen pictures of 

the details of the massacre of foreign 
ministers, their families and attend
ants, we have the following despatch 
from New York : Mr. Pritchard Mor
rison, M.P., London, received a note 
on Tuesday that the Pekin foreign 
legations were standing on July 9. 
The London correspondent of the 

World" in giving this piece of news 
information is absolutely 

, but it would be fatal to my 
any further news if I dlvulg- 
source of my information. I 

convinced that the legations were
standing ,

Iron,

to expel foreigners from Amur. The 
Pekin army is divided into four 
corps, the first to operate against 
Moukden, and occupy the roads be
tween Pekin and Shanhaikwan ; the 
second to concentrate at Tien Tsin : 
and the third at Pekin, from whence 
a column numbering 40,OCX) will be 
sent to Weihaiwei and Tsinchau, 
while the fourth corps will concen
trate at Nan-king.

“There are now 23,000 Japanese 
troops in Ç’hina.

“The Chinese fleet is concentrating 
in the China Sea, and hostilities are 
expected." .

If the news of a Chinese invasion 
of Siberia prove true it will, of 
course, immensely complicate the si
tuation from an international point 
of view, says a London despatch. As 
stated in the Associated Press’s St. 
Petersburg despatch, of July 18. the 
Chinese had already peremptorily or
dered all Russians to quit Manchur- 
ria; but no one imagined they would 
be audacious enough to break out of 
their own country and attack Rus
sian territory.

Such an attack, if it has been 
made, of course, constitutes in itself 
a declaration of war, rendering for
mal notification needless. A separate 
attack by the Chinese on Russia 
means giving Russia, according to 
the views expressed in Europe, addi
tional excuse for an isolated descent 
on Pekin, and an additional claim 10 
assert greater influence than ihe 
other powers and obtain greater com
pensation when the day of settlement 
arrives. Hence extreme uneasiness has 
been created in the chancellories by 
this latest development.

Li Hung Chang, who is on his way 
to Pekin in an interview with a cor
respondent, is reported as follows :

“To the American who enquired 
about the actual safety of the for
eign ministers in Pekin, Li answered 
that he had received no news from 
Pekin within the past week, but that 
if they were alive, he was almost 
certain matters could be satisfactor
ily arranged with the allied powers.

"If they are dead —here he 
shrugged his shoulders significantly, 
and added in lowered tone, “it is 
hard to tell what may happen. I 
am going to Pekin practically un
armed, except for my bodyguard of 
200 men; and that ought to be evi
dence to the whole world that I do 
not favor any fighting and of my pa
cific intentions. I am old and in very 
poor health; and it is a great per
sonal sacrifice to undertake such a 
journey in this weather.’

‘After a moment's thought he sakl : 
“If your ministers are killed do you 
thinkjwy life may be taken in retali
ation while en route?'

‘This question received a general 
strong negative reply. He then asked 
the consuls to wire to their respect
ive admirals to respect his flag and 
to allow him safe conduct to Pekin. 
He was evidently exceedingly anx
ious about the ministers; for. return
ing to the subject, he said :— “ My 
heart is sore about them, I know 
them all personally; and I am on the 
best of good terms with them.”

A ROMAN CORRES-
VAGARIES.

■; H' ;

From an Occaiional Contributor.

On more than one occasion we have 
referred to “ Innominate," the able 
and brilliant Roman correspondent cf 
the New York “Sun." We have not 
stinted our praise of that writer, be
cause he deserved it, under the cir
cumstances. We have also found it 
necessary to adversely criticize the 
same writer, because he left himself 
open to censure even more severe 
than any we could give. In his sec
ond last letter, under date June 2, 
and under the elaborate heading 
“Ante-Conclave Intrigues : Ingenious 
German Scheme for Capturing the 
Papacy," the “Sun’s" correspondent 
has fallen again into his peculiar 
circus-advertising methods. The only 
conclusion possible for us in pre
sence of “Innominato's" decided 
large range of information and fre
quent accuracy of expression, is that 
he is a regularly pain correspondent 
who is obliged to send a weekly let
ter from Rome. In Rome, like else
where, there ore periods of the year 
when news iè scarce; yet, the weekly 
letter must be written, and it must 
be interesting. 'Ihe result is that 
the correspondent is forced to make 
use of his imagination. In this re
spect "Jnnominato" would have been 
a splendid dramatic author. He has 
a facility for concocting plots, fabri
cating elaborate schemes, building-up 
wonderful combinations, and any one 
of his eccentric letters could easily 
be made the basis of a political, or 
international play.

As far as this German conspiracy 
to grasp the Papacy ie concerned, 
this letter of June 2 is merely a re
hash of one written in January last 
on the same subject. This must be a 
nightmare of his, or a bobby. At all 
events, whether he believes, or does 
not believe, what he writes, his con
tributions arc most ingenious, and 
bear on the surface every appearance 
of diplomatic erudition. Sifted, how
ever, there is absolutely nothing but 
vagaries and imaginary situations to 
be found in them.

Without entering into all the mys
tifying details of the letter in ques
tion. we will simply quote a few 
Hhort passages to *ow -bow madly

a person can rave about a subject 
When once started upon the track of 
invention.
"‘Innominato" thus writes;—
“A political and intellectual pheno

menon of striking and international 
importance is occurring at the pre
sent time; I speak of the effort made 
by some German Catholics in favor of 
the preponderance of Germans within 
tjie Church and toward the Papacy. 

“Sun” recently called attention 
the German policy having in view 

ie establishment of a new Holy Ro
il Empire under the sceptre of the 
henzollcrns.”
his is the laying down, in a few 

irds. of a very elaborate scheme : 
man Catholics to secure the pre- 
derance of votes in electing a 

, and German Protestants to re- 
the history of Charlemagne in 

.person of the present Kaiser. Let 
proceed :—
'For some time past the Berlin 

Cabinet has been at work to detach 
the province of Aix-la-Chapelle from 
the Cologne metropolitan in order to 
establish a new diocese. Clearly it is 
not the interests of “Romanism ’’ 
and of “Papism" that influence the 
.utheran Chancellor’s office.”
What this has to do with the 

scheme proposed, or rather imagined, 
is more than we can yet say. Pos
sibly the sequel will tell us :—

‘ What, is occupying the minds of 
ecclesiastical circles, however, for a 
less fanciful reason, is the secret, 
steady, sKilful and general work of 
Germany in trying to bring into the 
line of its new policy the best-known 
Catholics throughout the world.”

We are still in the dark: so fur we 
do not see any foundation for the 
initial proposition of the writer. But

“Innocent minds, ana the tacti
cians of intrigue ns well, seem un
able to see behind these vulgar acrob
atic tricks the true character of the 
German policy."

“Innominato'’ must be one of those 
“innocent minds," and we are surely 
another of them, for we certainly see 
nothing serious “behind these vulgar 
acrobatic tricks” any more than be
neath the vagaries of the correspond
ent . He adds

“It would appear impossible mat 
Frenchmen should enter Into the Ger
man conspiracy, but there are loyal
ists and reactionaries who place 
their party theories before the gen
eral interest and the public good. 
That is the way of the world.”

From this we can only conclude 
that the writer has discovered 
Frenchmen, united with Germans, in 
this imaginary attempt to seize the 
conclave and place a German on «ho 
Papal throne. It would be wonder
ful if Frenchmen could so far forget 
Alsace and Lorraine as to enter any 
such combination. But still more 
phenomenal would it be to find 
French “royalists" conspiring against 
the Papacy. But possibly we have 
the explanation here :—

“To mix up all these interests, to 
caress all hopes, to flatter all sus
ceptibilities, to speak to every one 
the words that suit him, that, is the 
method. It is gross, but there are 
simpletons, ambitious men and per
verted minds that follow the acrim
onious, soured Germanist^ counsellor 
of the Kaiser. Americans, Italians*, 
French, English form the wooden 
horses for the carrousel of the new 
Holy Empire."

“Innocents,” “tacticians,” “royal
ists,” “ simpletons,” “ perverted 
minds” and “soured Germanist " 
dance through this letter in “all the 
mazes of metaphorical confusion: the 
melancholy madness of poetry with
out its inspiration. However. we 
come at last to something explicit. 
He writes :—

“The immediate .object is the elec
tion of the coming l'ope, a captive 
of Germanism: it is the policy of the 
Papacy in opposition to the present 
views of Ixio XIII. and the Holy See. 
The distant end is the establishment 
of the new Holy Roman Empire with 
the co-operation of the Church uml 
the aid of the Vatican. Indolent and 
ignorant minds perceive neither the 
purpose nor the extent of the in-

Once more xve have to confess that 
ours is one oi these “indolent and 
.Ignorant minds,” because we “per
ceive neither the purpose nor the ex
tent of the intrigue,’’ nor do we be
lieve any such exists, except in the 
fevered brain of a subjectless and 
hurried correspondent. In conclusion 
“Innominato’’ tells us :—

“This international romance 
amounts only on the one hand to an 
immense piece of mummery against 
Rome and on the other to a glorifi
cation of Pan-Germanism. It will be 
understood in time."

t?o it is not yet understood, except 
by “Innominato." Well, it matters 
little, for it will be a very long time 
before any one takes the serious trou
ble to study what is only “ an im
mense piece of mummery against 
Rome" and a “glorification of I'an- 
Germanisin.’’ We hope soon to find 
the “Bun's" correspondent sending 
out some sensible news, such as he 
can so well contribute when not in 
a periodical fit of plot-inventing.

I1JDST1CE TO 11ISH CATHOLICS.
Mr. T. W. Russell, who represents 

South Tyrone in the British House of 
Commons, has secured a renomination 
on condition that he ceases to favor 
the establishment of a Catholic uni
versity for Ireland. Mr. Russell has 
been advocating, with Mr. Balfour, 
this bit of justice to Catholic Ire- 

to secure an election this 
has agreed to mend his 

ways and thus placate the Orange

fanatics who control the division 
which he represents. The Protestoiv. 
minority have two subsidized univer
sities, but they object to the Catho
lic majority having any. Like their 
American brethren, the Ulster Or
angemen would regard a Catholic 
university as a sectarian institution, 
and, therefore, a menace to the state 

The relative strength of the Catho
lics and Protestants in the island if 
as follows : The Catholics number 
8,550,000. and thé Protestants 1 .- 
150,000. In other words, the Catho
lics constitute seventy-six per cent, 
of the population and the Protest
ants twenty-four per cent. Three hun
dred thousand of the Protestants, o- 
twent.v-six per cent, of the whole, 
reside in the province of Ulster. The 
Protestant population of Leinster is 
about fifteen per cent, of Munster 
about ten per cent., and of Con
naught five lier cent.. As we ha/e 
said, the element in the whole popu
lation which nggegates only twenty- 
four per cent, has more than annuo 
university accommodation, hut the 
remaining seventy-six per cent, can 
have none at nil. This is how Eng
land governs Ireland.—Boston Re-

SAMPLES OF NON-SECTARIANISM

Everybody knows that the non-sec- 
tar iaqism” of our public school sys
tem is a humbug. It simply means 
non-Catholicism. Here is a sample 
which the “Ave Maria” gives : “De
spite the ruling of the Board of 
Education forbidding a sermon an 1 
religious services in connection with 
commencement, in our public schools, 
the closing exercises of the higl 
school at Austin, a suburb of Chi
cago, were held in a Methodist con
venticle. ihe sermon being delivered 
by a congregational clergyman, Ur 
I'cmorest. Neither the graduates nor 
the preacher nor the school people, 
nor anybody else took pains to con 
ceal tin* fact that open defiance of 
the School Board was intended. ‘The 
people .ought- to rule!’ declared I3r.i 
ther Dcmorest. That, by the way. is 
the first principle of Protestant phil
osophy. And the, second is like unto 
this : We are the people:' Meanwhile, 
down in Washington, U.C., they are 
taking the bread out of the months 
of little children and turning home
less people into the streets, because 
this government can't have anything 
to do with sectarianism.”

A STKTWiE CASE.

A despatch published in the Catho
lic “Universe” last week says :— 
Thomas Telanon, Pittsburg, a deaf- 
mute upholsterer, sixty-five years old, 
fell from the roof of his house yes
terday, alighting on his head. He 
was taken to the hospital, and in 
lhe ambulance surprised the surgeons 
who had been told Tel mon was a 
dc:.f-niule, by asking them where h? 
was being taken to. lie talked in
cessantly all day. and although he 
has been in Pitts-burg for fifty years 
he used the broad "a" of his birth
place, Boston, and the falling in
flection, while every Pittsburger uses 
the flat “a” and the rising inflection.

William D. Slack, superintendent of 
the Homeoepnthic Hospital, says i‘. 
is one of those rare occasions con
cerning which one reads about no v 
and then and seldom sees ’i his he 
believes to be an authentic case of 
the complete recovery of both the or
gans of speech and hearing. It =s 
sufficiently unusual to interest the 
members of the profession who have 
been making an investigation of the 
case to satisfy their curiosity.

RECENT CONVERSIONS.

A fortnight ago we announced, the 
“Tablet" says, the good news of the 
conversion to Catholicity of a third 
distinguished professor of the Impe
rial University of Tokyo. We are 
now enabled to state that the con
vert in question is Dr. Von Koeber. 
who, though of German extraction, 
as his name indicates, is Russian by 
nationality. Another recent convert 
of note in the Japanese capital is The 
Baroness d’Anethun, wife of the Bel
gian Minister and sister of Mr. Rider 
Haggard, h rself an authoress of some 
repute. Yet another convert in ike 
diplomatic body is the Hawaiian 
Minister, and tjiese are only some out 
tof sevifral remarkable con vers ionri 
among the European body in Japan

HISTORIC CHURCH DESTROYED.

Pierreville, Que., Jüly 17. — Th: 
Catholic Church of the Indian village 
of Abenaki s. P.Q., was struck by 
lightning at eight o’clock on Mon
day evening, and completely de- 
stioyed. in spite of the efforts made 
to save the historic building. It was 
a century old and had been recently 
restored, making it one of the pret
tiest churches in the county of Yam- 
aska. The missionary, Rev. Mr. Ie 
Gonzague, was absent. The sacred 
vases wye saved by Rev. Mr. Roy, 
cure of Pierreville, assisted by his 
vicar, Rev. Mr. Houle. Most of the 
Abenakis Indians are at present away 
in the United States, but the other 
residents did all that was possible to 
-save the structure. There was no 
insurance.

A family without prayer is like a 
house without a roof—it has no pro
tection.

A spark is but a little thing, but 
it can light a poor man's pipe or set 
the world burning.

QUEEN’S STATUE.— The Arch
bishop of Dublin, the Most Rev. Dr. 
Walsh, having been informed that 
his name appears in a circular is
sued by the executive committee of 
the movement for erecting a statue 
to the Queen in Dublin, has written 
a letter of remonstrance to the Na
tionalist press. He explains the mis
take as follows : “On receiving, in 
the course of last month, a circular 
from the hon. secretaries of the exe
cutive committee for the election of 
i commemorative statue notifying 

that I laid been placed on the com
mittee, I was pleased to see that 
this was done only 'subject to my -, 
willingness to net.’ The circular, 
moreover, fully satisfied me that the 
condition thus inserted was to be 
taken as a reality, for it went on to 
ask me to communicate With the 
hon. secretaries in case I consented to 
the placing of my name on the list.
We shall lie glad to know,’ were the 
words of the circular, ‘if you will 
kindly allow your name to be placed 
on the committee.’ Feeling unable to 
do what was required, and acting in 
Hie spirit in which I had acted 
throughout, I preferred in the cir
cumstances simply to do nothing, 
merely withholding the expression of 
the consent thus formally asked for." 
The Archbishop proceeds to explain 
his attitude towards the Queen's 
visit to Ireland in the following 
terms : “From tin* beginning I re
gard'd the visit of Her Majesty to 
Ireland—connected, as it. was pub
licly proclaimed to be, with the pre
sent calamitous war—us in the cir
cumstances an act of sadly-mistaken 
policy on the part of those who ad
vised it. But no oné could have been 
more anxious than I was that Her 
Majesty should have been treated by 
every citizen of Dublin, and by every 
inhabitant of Ireland with nil tho 
respect due not move to her exalted 
rank, than to her many more estim
able qualities. Consequently I studi- 
Olisly■. Abstained throughout from ex
pressing dissent from anything in con
nection with Her Majesty’s visit, in 
which I did not feel myself free fx»r- 
sonnlly to take part. I abstained, 
for instance, from public protest, 
content ing myself with a subsequent 
friendly remonstrance against the use 
made of my name when, during my 
absence in Rome, it was placed with
out any authorization from me upon 
tho list of vice-presidents of the move
ment for the decoration of -the city."'

'Ihe attention of the executive com
mittee of the Queen Victoria Statue- 
Fund lias been called to the above 
complaint, and they dc£»Jre to express 
their regret that they wrongly ns- , 
sum tl from the fact that His Grace 
did not reply to their circular that 
lie did not object to being on tho 
committee. Up to the present time 
they have not received any communi
cation from His Grace; but it was 
resolved at their meeting on Monday 
that his name shall be erased from 
nil future lists. The Lord Mayor of 
Dublin has informed the press that 
he is in no wn.v responsible for the 
unauthorized use of Archbishop 
WnlslVs name, and that he is no» 
himself a member of the statue com
mittee.

APPEAL FOR FUNDS. — Tho 
following appeal for the sinews 
the names of His Lordship Bishop 
O’Donnell, Mr. John E. Redmond, M. 
1'., and Mr. Stephen O'Meara.

We address you in virtue of the fol
lowing resolution, passed unanimous
ly at the National Convention on. 
Wednesday, June 20th :—
■Proposed by the Right Rev. Mon- 
signor McGlynn. P.P., V.G.. Strnnor- 
lar, and seconded by Mr. John Fit/— 
gibbon. Castleren :
■ “That, having regard to the fact 
that the next few months will bring 
the country fact? to face with a gen
eral election, on whose results the 
fate of the constitutional movement 
and of all the reforms essential to 
our people's happiness and freedom 
must depend. it is the imperative 
duty of the country to supply with
out delay the means of securing the* 
return of the candidates who may be- 
selected by the free voice of the peo
ple in the various constituencies, anil 
with that object a general election 
fund bo, and is. hereby opened, tho 
proceeds of which shall be adminis
tered irrespective of all past Parlia
mentary distinctions by a body 
trustees consisting of—

“Most Rev. Dr. O'Donnell, Lord 
Bishop of Raphoc ;

“John E. Redmond, M.P.. Chair
man of the Irish Parliamentary Par
ty; and

“Alderman Stephen O’Mara. Limer
ick."

“Grants to be made only in support 
of candidates chosen by conventions 
duly summoned by the Provisional 
Directory, including the Chairman 
and officers of the Irish Parliament
ary Party." '

In accepting the responsibility im
posed upon us by the above 
tion, we do so by reason of the 
presentalive weight and harmoni? 
character of the National Convent 
which did us the honor of 
as trustees, and by reason of 
lief that the broad-minded 
rate programme thereat 
agreed upon affords to Irish : 
alists of all shades the 
Of combining their forces 
great work of National 
which awaits the counti 
moves all reasonable 
longing any further
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