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The Diagnosis of La_menoss.
BY * VET.”

{t never surprises me that horse-owners should

‘tenaciously to their o nosis of disease,

: often mistaken, but it is not

who have seen but very

should deem itan easy matter

je as to its cause. To the veterinary student

is no more difficult s:llxct, and I have known

arienced itioners e the most ious

s; nay, 1 might put 1t the other way about

ve mwe:;‘le nown an honest man who

for 15s. that had been con-

broken leg which, instead,

deep-seated in the foot—a hind foot,

which made him hang it from the hip—* dangle his

: ,» as the m said, and had the

D ce of a broken limb, until, by manipulation

%he whole -leg, no deformity and no rasping

tus) could be discerned. It had been too

assumed that a fracture existed because of

" the total inability of the animal tosomuch as teuch

the ground with the foot The farrier’s knife

; t-up matter, and the horse went to

work ten days later in the town where the much-

respected 'l?ractiﬁoner had condemnued it to death

his case is mentioned as an example of

the extreme sensibility to pain exhibited by some

animals, and as contrasting stra.ng:loy with others

which may have within the f, and yet so

ively indifferent as to leave theactual seat

of lameness in doubt, until one mornin% matter is

(mndexudinglﬁnﬂmaspot at the top of the hoof,

-and with @ iminution of such lameness as pre-

'[bzhow how little assistance is to be obtained

from the patient in diagnosing lameness, it may be

remarked that one animal will submit to pressure

over the seat of inflammatory action, while another

snatches up his suffering members as soon as we

approach it. :

ANATOMICAL KNOWLEDGE HIGHLY IMPORTANT.

In no department of veterinary surger is ana-
tomical knowledge more important ; but is is not
we must be familiar with the *going™ of
all sorts of horses, for they do not all move alike.
We may learn from Captain Hayes, or from Marie,
or Muybridge, how progression s attained in the
various paces; how the diagonals and supports
follow in thythmical order, and the various levers
elevate the leaping animal. These t.hmg have been
_proved by instantaneous photography, but they do
not assist us in the diagnosis of lameness; th:ﬁ
describe the normal movements which we had
isapprehended before highly sensitized plates had
been introduced. We thought that horses galloped
with all four legs extended to their full extent at
the same time, never asking ourselves upon what
they rested while getting their feet under the center
of gravity again. The artist and the poet owe us
much reparation, for they have misled us by their
exuberant fancy. Lameness occurs at any time of
life, and we have to distingunish between the stiff-
ness of what is commonly called a * screw ” and the
erted action which in a young horse would be
ignated lameness. A horse may have suffered
from fever in the feet, resulting in structural
changes, and not be in pain, not lame in the sense
of “ lameness being the lang'uafe of pain,” and if,
as is most usual, the front feet have been the
sufferers, he will have acqll‘lired a habit of imposin
an undue share of weight on his htypertrophi
heels, and will also bring his hind feet urther under
his belly, to accommodate himself to a shifted
center of gravity.

If such an one falls lame, say, of a splint or
spavin, and we approach him with preconceived
ideas as to action, we shall only introduce a further
element of difficulty into our diagnosis. . The only
way to learn to diagnose lameness is to see num-
erous cases. For this reason the city practitioner
is pre-eminent in this department of veterinary
work ; he is called to twenty cases of lameness for
every one the country man sees.

It is anevery-day occurrence for the owner or
attendant to mistake the limb in which the trouble
exists, and many are the horses I have been called
in to that refused to get better for all the famous
remedies which had been applied to the wrong leg.

This being a common experience among ** vets.,” .

I shall be pardoned for pointing out the fact that a
lame horse drops on the sound member, not the
lame one. A moment’s thought will convince the
reader that the animal will put the least weight and
dwell the shortest time on the painful limb.

ASCERTAINING THE SEAT OF LAMENESS.

To ascertain which of the front limbs is the
subject of lameness, a smooth piece of level road
should be selected, and the patient led a distance of
forty or fifty yards from the examiner, then turned,

and trotted towards him, with a loose bridle or .

plain halter. The latter detail is of more impor-
tance than may at first sight appear, assome horses
display what has been called *bridle Jameness.”

It is not contended that the effect of any bridle
can make a horse lame, but there are some which
lean towards a groom with a bridle tightly held,
and so “nod ” in his direction from the mere fact
of being restrained from going in a straight line,
with equal freedom and length of stride, the limb
nearest the groom taking a shorter one than its
f?“m\: _Again, the dealer’s man who is showing a

screw " will get the best pace out of him by a

severe bit, the head held up, and the attention of
the horse being diverted from some less painful
allm:lllxt in the limb to the greater discomfort of his
moutn.

With the examiner's attention concentrated
upon the animal coming to him, he will see first if
it is lame at all, and next be able to decide upon
which foot he rests longest. - s 8 e

If a hind lameness :is suspected, the reverse
method is advised, and the rump or hips watched to
see which drops. When it is decided which limb is
affected, a careful search should be made from the
knee or hock downwards. It may be-that a tender
spot will be a-:3)011.a.mll;lmpa.twn‘ t afford us

e Tl ikt of & bt may el e
s g or e heat of a may guide us. ¢

It very often happens, however, that none of
these things are discernible, even §o the practiced
eye and hand of the veteri S ., and it has
been well said that ‘* you sh have a horse’s shoe
off if he is lame in his head.” The story of the 15s.)
horse above noted is, perhaps, as good an example|
of the progriety of having the shoe removed'as one-
can give, but it is within the experience of other
veterinarians that -a may be lame in two
places in the same limb, and it is rather disconcert-
ing to find matter break out at the coronet, while
one is doctoring a splint or a spavin, without
suspicion of mischief going on in the foot. The
farrier’s shop is often a long wn.{l:ﬂ, and if the
animal has been recently shod at his place, he will
be none too anxious to find that the lameness is in
the foot. He is habitually blamed for every sort of
lameness, and never h&rd{y credited for keepin&a
cripple going by his judicious shoeing, a.lthol:gl.nn e
latter is m more of an every-day affair is
the laming for which he gets debited. If each
particular source of lameness- yielded the same set
of symptoms invariably, we could note them down,
and remember or refer to some authority, but they
do not fall into the square so neatly ed out for
us by academic professors; indeed, those who
Jecture so ably and impart much useful i
at the colleges are just about as {ikely to make

mistakes as the average practitioner who keeps his

eyes open and uses his %ortnniues. .
Here is an example ch I quote from svpu.per
read by Mr. Hunting before the Yorkshire eteri-
edical Society quite recently : “ He (a certain
horse) had been lame for some months, and had
twice been taken to the Royal Veterinary Collm
where a diagnosis was made of splints.” ,
animal was found to be lame by a method of
di?nosis which will be new to our readers probably,
and of considerable interest as a negative test.
Cocaine was subcutaneously injected into the lamer
limb of the two, above the =eﬂock joint, too far
from the splint to act as an anz tic, but destined
to have that effect upon the foot. After an interval
of seven minutes, Mr. Hunting told the society, the
horse was trotted out and went sound on the limb
that had been injected, but lame on the other which
had not been so operated upon. Here was proot of
foot lameness, and subsequent division of the
sensory nerves enabled the animal to go aound.':l
cutting off sensation from the structuresimplicated.

DIAGNOSIS OF LAMENESS.

The diagnosis of lameness may, In Some OAases,
be attained by deductive reasoning and reflection
on the cases one has previously seen
ax-‘l;:iy1 of cripples rises to the min
blushes to the cheek, as one thinks of his mistakes!),
by the absence of all other apparent causes, and the
action or movements which point to a certain class
of lameness. In the absence of all heat or tender-
ness in the joints, tendons, and ligaments, sus icion
fastens itself on the foot, and this is often eonxrmed
by the animal’s behavior in the stable or out of it.
An uneasy foot will be frequently shifted, perhaps
<« pointed ” or in advance of the other. A

In a front limb a disposition to place one foot in
advance of its fellow, and at the same time brin
forward the opposite hind one with knuckling o
the fetlock, is enough to suggest a ful ex-
amination of the hoof, after removing the shoe.
The horse obtains most rest by putting his weight
on the opposite diagonals. hen easing his near
fore, he will brin, forward his off hind, and relax
the fetlock or let it *‘ knuckle.”. In this way the off
fore and near hind are made to sustain the whole
weight of the animal. If the order above stated is
that in which he is most frequently gound, and he
only reverses it for a short time, it is most likely
that his grief is in the near fore, and vice versa.

Pointing in the stable is too often assumed to be
nothing more than a habit, and the subject of it
may pull out sound or appear to be ahght.lg
LU » <« Qh, it is only his way,
as a bell of brass,” says the seller, but the ex-
perienced “ vet.” will say, caveat emptor. The latter
will not pass such a horse until he has stood long
enough under lock and key to cool down, and has
proved on coming out of the stable again that his
step is not shortened or his gait in any way altered.
Even then he will suspect inci[fient navicular
disease, unless some reliable evidence of recent
injury by a nail or sharp flint can be obtained.

NAVICULAR DISEASE. -

Pointing does not always declare the presence
of navicular lameness. A horse may pt int with the
uneasiness of a corn or hang the limb from the
elbow, with bent knee, and toe resting lightly on
the ground. He may assume the latter position
when suffering from ringbone or other trouble near

the foot, but it may be taken as a broad rule that
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foot lameness is oftener expressed b inting than

by any_ other attitude in the st.abylel.,o ‘When

diagnosis bas been narrowed down, and the positive

or negative symptoms lead us to believe it isin the

foot, we may not after all find absojute proof. If

p':lc{‘:w seen the behavior of many with
or corns, we can make a prett; good guess,

and because we find no evidence g;etmy no spocullg"l y

tender 301: when' pressed upon by

must not allow our suspicions to be :

ositiv is forthcomin

the diminution

which at first

Teco
whose treatment of convalescents may sometimes
be slow, but seldom expensive, . . ’

A ROTARY MOVEMENT.

By a rotary movemen
joint lameness is d osed, and
ment of the fore b some elbow iw
detected ; in each case the arc of a circle is des
One of the most obseure ] is m
disease of a large main nk in the ‘ s
system, which goes to supply the hind quarters
with blood. Invaded b es who love to seek
a juncttiion of vessels f:d :lseir‘nl:lome, the l!“t”“

resently mes 0cc . paralysis to a
greater or mt results. Lameness we call it,
and it is now sometimes diagnosed d life by
the coldness and comparative insensibility of the
affected limb.

In the two examples of hind limb lameness above
mentioned, the importance of correct will
be evident: in the onecase timeand rest restore
the patient to usefulness, and in the other loss will
be prevented by slaughter. Inter alia, it may be
remarked that one may have more un table .
payments to make than a “vet.'s” account for an
animal he could not cure, if he were able to save
Joss by correct diagnosis of a hopeless case from the
beginning. . ; -

Let me conclude by quoting one more example
of lameness, which shows the desirability of the .
study of anatomy. of cultivated powers of observa-.
tion as to animals’ movements, :Lrod'mrtm ex-
aminations of incurable cases, f a habit of
comparison of different cases in order to qualify
oneself to advise as to lameness, or even to diagnose
it correctly. Dropped elbow was carelessly assumed
to be due to a variety of causes until Mr. Willie,
whose name has been viously mentioned, took
the trouble to dissect the connections of the fore
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