
little. So instead of feeding about 25 lbs. of daily, an especially if lime be used as stated, it

Bach Five horses out of six did not go back stroys microbes, which, if present, are very liable 
Lr'whatever and the other one not very much to cause trouble in the foal. Probably the most 
o I increased his feed about half of what I had dangerous of these microbes is that form which 

cut off, and he started to pick up right away, gains entrance to the circulation through the 
They will start spring work this year in quite as umbilical opening of the foal, and causes that 
„00d condition as in any former year and at a serious and often fatal disease known as “Joint- 
saving of more than 30 per cent, of the feed. By ill or Navel-ill.” In addition to this it is wise 
cutting down the feed the amount I did I cut out to give the whole stall a thorough sweeping and 
all the waste as the horses eat all their hay in- scrubbing with a hot
stead of eating some and getting the remainder crude carbolic acid or other disinfectant or all, 
under their feet. I think it better for the horses but the |fioor a thorough coat of hot lime wash 
to cut the hay and mix the grain with it, then with 5 per cent, crude carbolic, 
they cannot bolt the grain but have to eat it. If When the usual symptoms of approaching 
the hay is not cut, I always like to feed turition appear the mare should be carefully 
the horses a little hay at noon before feeding watched. These symptoms usually 
grain as during warm weather they often corn» pendulous condition of the abdomen, an apparent 
in rather warm. ^ shrinkage or dropping of the muscles of the

Wentworth Co., Ont. C. J. BAILEY. croup, a fullness of the mammae and of the teats,
at the points of which, in

Should Two-year Old Colts Work?The
A colt is a colt and should always be treated, 

fed and cared for as such. At the age of two
years he is not an old horse. He has much to 
learn, his development is only begun, and yet a 
little work, if he is well grown, should not injure 
him. It is generally advisable to accustom colts 
to harness the winter they are rising two so that 
in case they are needed to do a little light work 
during the rush of seeding or later they may be 

5 per cent, solution of brought into service in collar without any great
difficulty and without endangering the life of the 
driver or the usefulness of the colt. We have 
seen colts broken at two years, three years, four 
years and five years of age all of which made 
good, ust-ful horses and did not seem to be injured 
in any way by breaking in at any age. It was 
clearly demonstrated however that the older the 
colt got the more difficult was the task of success
fully training him to bring him into ëveryday 
service in harness.

Should a colt be broken or trained at two 
There is usually also ypars of age ? Yes, especially where it is possible

by so doing to relieve the pressure on older horses, 
in-foal mares and teams of two horses doing tihe 
work of three. Of course if the colt for some 
reason is not well grown, has never done well due 
to disease, had feeding or a slow development 
there are conditions under which it would not be 
advisable to put him to work at two years but 
this is the exception and not the rule. As a 
general thing on a well-organized farm only 
enough work horses are kept to do the farm’ work

par-

are a more

many cases, a small 
lump of inspissated colostrum, which is 
ly called "wax” appears.
an enlargement, of the lips of the vulva, and often 
a parting of the same with discharge of a small 
quantity of a viscid substance. It must, how
ever, he remembered that tin some cases symptoms 
are not well mhrked. and that in some cases a 
mare foals without having shown any well- 
marked symptoms indicating that parturition is 
about to take place, and in such cases we are 
surprised to find that birth has taken place in a 
normal manner, or else parturition is difficult) and
may have reached that stage in which the saving and seeding, harvesting and the Fall rush often 
of the foal is out of the question, and the dam’s sees the older horses put to it for all that is in 
life may also be in danger. them. This pulls them down in flesh and stamina

The immediate symptoms are, of course, the and it is with difficulty they are brought up again 
appearance of ‘ labor pains.” These are exhibited to the best of working condition. The colt can 
ly an uneasiness, a nervous, excited state, espe- fill a big gap under such conditions. lie can

work half-a-day about
-------------------------- with the in-foal mare or

with the old horse get
ting on the shady side 
of his years of useful
ness, and if not pushed 
too hard will himself 
show no ill effects of his 
efforts. In fact it will 
do him good if he is 
judiciously fed and well 
groomed. It must be 

■“ remembered that while 
he will "rtequire more 
feed than when standing 
idle he will not stand as 
much as will the matured 
horse which has seen 
many seasons of hard 
work. When putting the 
colt to work, increase 
his grain ration careful
ly and feed according to 
size, age and work done.

common-Foaling Time.
As the general foaling time is now approach

ing pregnant mares should receive special atten- 
It should not be forgotten that a mare intion.

the advanced stages of pregnancy has, in addi
tion to sustaining herself, a nearly matured 
foetus to sustain, and as this calls largely upon 
her resources she should be fed and cared for ac
cordingly. Her food should be plentiful of first- 
class quality, and of an easlily-digested nature. 
She should he fed liberally on bran with a reason
able percentage of rolled oats in addition to 
good hay. A cupful of linseed meal and a couple 
of carrots or a mangel or turnip daily tend to 
aid digestion and prevent constipation, and, at 
the same time are relished. The too common
practice of feeding solely on dry hay and1 oats, 
while giving fair results in working horses, is not 
by any means suitable for breeding mares, 
bran and succulent food mentioned tend to keen 
the digestive organs normal, and also stimulate 
the lacteal apparatus to the desired activity.

The

While pregnant mares should receive some 
special care they should not be pampered and 
kept in idleness from the too common idea that 
sustaining themselves and their foetuses is suffi
cient labor. Ordinary driving or regular light farm

They should 
be given regular but gentle exercise or work. Of 
course, they should not be required to perform 
heavy labor that will entail excessive or muscular 
exertion, as there is danger of such producing 
abortion; but the mare that is kept in fair con
dition and regularlv exercised during the whole 
period of

work is much better than idleness.

pregnancy will, with few exceptions, 
produce a stronger foal than one that has been 
pampered and kept in idleness during the whole 
or greater part of that period. This applies 
particularly to the last few months of gestation.

it is not practicable to give her exercise in har
ness, she should be turned out in a vard or pad- 
dock for at least a few 
the weather is 
■slippery.
°ut with strange or vicious horses that might 
worr\ or kick her. but. some safe means of forcing 
regular exercise should 
until she

Provided the colt has 
been hitched in the win
ter, after driving h i m 
around for a time in the 
team it is good prac
tice to hitch to a plow. 
There is not so m u c h 
danger of trouble as 
where the harrows a r e

hours every day when 
not too rough nor the ground too 

Care should he taken to not let her

be observed and continued 
symptoms of approachingshows

Parturition.
As the period

vr,alS an<* °f,l‘ui m the same animal in different 
wtmn We carm°l ,l'll will, reasonable certainty 
fitruroo PartU'*ti"n " 'll take place. In round 
Period saA Unit eleven months is the 
that 11 ■>Ut °*,serx nt ion and experience teaches us
period varies"f ....... constant- and that the
in ma» ,9 lS *'11111 ten to thirteen months, and,

■ J fuses, we may notlice even a greater 
'nee ii is well to be prepared for 

ut any time after the tenth 
Period

of gestation varies in different hitched to first and it is 
w ell to avoid heavy 
tongue implements with 
I lie two year-old colt.
I le in i g h l do a little 
light, drilling, but 

the cultivator or disk j,s rat her heavy work 
and if he is put on these it should be as third or 
fourth horse and not on tli>e tongue. The plow is 

Filling dead furrows is nice, 
excellent beginning place.

Dunure Peer.
Host aged stallion at Glasgow, 1 ill Ô.average

noticed ift primipare, (a mare producing 
The mare

lies down 1 and usually strains.
by a period of ease, 

The ut-

e fully 
her first young). walks around t In
stall, stamps,

usually followed
variance a good starter, 

light work and an 
After hitching a fpw times, according to the dis
position of the colt, lie may be used with care 
wherever desired. Nothing will So impress upon 
him I lie du Vies of his kind as early training. 
Provided judgment is exercised and the colt is 
not overworked or spoiled by carelessness two 
years is just us su ft: a breaking nge as three and 
no colt under normal conditions should go by 
three years without knowing what a stiff day’s

the This is
which is succeeded by another attack.

pronounced and severe, and 
■ shorter until the pains Ve

il' liii a field

event 
After this 
comfortable box 
when
,She Can be close! 
have no

month.
she should be kept in a large 

stall, or
Lacks become more 

easiif during the season 
a Comfort able paddock where 

The Vox stall should 
n mangeis or feed boxes into which the

the mare *■ ' °i> ,niSl‘ the act is performed while
It is un *.S sl amling-, as ps sometimes the case, 
in a stae e ° *'••""' a mare to foal while tied
necessary nttS 's IInatde to give- the foal the
cause, or if ‘ 11111 "1 and it may perish from this 
hse ana wai^ ° n R,ron- one and is able to

the periods of
come almost or quite continuous, 
the patient usually seeks solitude by wandering

In rare cases we notice 
in which the

011 grass, in
v XV;; t rh(‘<l.

foal from othor horses.away
what is called ”false labor pains

reasonably well marked for a time,svmptoms are 
and then pass off (o reappear in a variable time. 
In some cases parturition is completed in a few 
minutes after the first appearance of pain, while in 
others even where everything is normal they con- 

•J fie ina who is about to watch 
period should he provided

work means.
Breaking at four years is not advisable hp- 

cause in the first place it is too old to commence 
training and colts, under ordinary farm conditions 
where they are handled very little, are not so 
amenable to training as they get older, 
colts at Ibis age usually have a very poor mouth 
four years being the critical age on account of 
teething troubles. While some hold that a colt 
develops better if left until four or five years lie- 
fore being brought into farm work the average 
farmer cannot afford to feed him to this age and 
get nothing out of him. It costs anywhere from 
$75 to $100 a year to feed a horse under present 
conditions and thr sooner he is earning a part, 
nil of or more than his keep the better. At five 

unbroken colt is generally obstinate 
and hard to manage whereas if taken at two 

he is almost without exception docile and

around
or man, ,i js 

of another 1 
: endeavor

dam 
the stall 

in its
•ia hi

without attention from 
as likely to walk into 

as that of its dam, 
obtain nourishment, is

I ,mii> for hours.
luring thisa mare

with a knife, a bottle containing a u per cent, 
solution of carbolic acid, in which is soaking a 
rather soft but strong cord, an 8 nz. bottle of 
water with 15 grains corrosive sublimate, and a 

basin containing a quantity of antiseptic 
of carbolic acid,

orso
Also1 o0 he inj 

Thp stall in tnvd . 
M hid

>" killed.
wel' cleaned d- 1,10 marp >s kept should fie
sprinkle slacke'V V m"* ’* *s Rood practice to pail or
"’refresh =» on the floor each time be- as a 5Sr «-ssvr...
hind 
that 
v.ents it 
edent 
CUr- hut

cent. Solut ionper
Zenoleum or other coal tar product. There are 
manv reasons why a mare about to bring forth 
voung should be carefully watched. We will dis
cuss these in a future issue. WIIIB.

It is a mistake to 
"olid and liquid, to aceumu- 

mui ■, , 11 'htiates the air, as well as

Tn support' ' V'm ■<>f microbes of HilTorent 
presence - ns liractice it is claimed

becoming ",nnurc 
mare

s.
the

\ccording to a parliamentary return at Ottawa 
30,000 remounts had been 

da for the British Army and

upon the floor pre- 
•’•"'r.v, and thereby avoids ap- 

'• 1 hat might otherwise or 
'11 the stall be cleaned out

years the<1 : 1 ,Febrnnrv 
purchased in t ana 
Allies.

to up 1 oor f.. 
We not ice 1 j years
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