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The Farmer’s Advocate
AND HOME MAGAZINE.

THE LEADING AGRICULTURAL JOURNAL IN THR
DOMINION.

Published weekly by
THE WILLIAM WELD COMPANY (Limited)

JOHN WELD, Manager.

agents for ‘‘The Farmer's Advocate and Home Journal,”
Winnipeg, Man.

¢ THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE AND HOME MAGAZINE is

published every Thursday.
It is impartial and independent of all cliques and parties,
handsomely {liustrated with original engravings, and fur-
nishes the most practical, rcliable and profitable informa-
tion fer farmers, dairymen, gardeners, stockmen and
home-makers. of any publication in Canada.

8. TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION.—In Canada, England, Ireland,
Scotland, Newfoundland and New Zealand, $1.50 per year,
in advance; $2.00 per year when not paid in advance.
United States, $2.50 per year; all other countries, 128.;
in advance.

8. ADVERTISING RATES.—Single insertion, 25 cents per line,
agate. Contract rates furnished on application.

¢. THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE is sent to subscribers until
an explicit order is received for its discontinuance All
payments of arrearaged must be made as required by law.

¢. THE LAW IS, that all subscribers to newspapers are held
responsible until all arrearages are paid, and their paper
ordered to be discontinued.

e. REMITTANCES should be made direct to us, either by
Money Order, Postal Note, Express Order or Registered
Letter, which will be at our risk. When made otherwise
we will not be responsible.

f. THE DATE ON YOUR LABEL
subscription i paid.

@ ANONYMOUS communications will receive no attention. In
every case the ‘‘Full Name and Post-office Address Must
be Given.'

9. WHEN A REPLY BY MAIL IS REQUIRED to Urgent
Veterinary or Legal Enquiries, $1.00 must be enclosed.

g¢0. LETTERS intended for publication should be written on
one side of the paper only.

1. OHANGE OF ADDRESS.—Subscribers when ordering a
change of address should give the old as well as the new
P. O. address.

@ WE INVITE FARMERS to write us on any agricultural
topic. We are always pleased to receive practical
articles. For such as we consider valuable we will pay
ten cents per inch printed matter. Criticisms of Articles,
Buggestions How to Improve “The Fdrmer's Advocate
and Home Magazine,”” Descriptions of New Grains,
Roots or Vegetables not generally known, Particulars of
Experiments Tried, or Improved Methods of Cultivation,
are each and all welcome. Contributions sent us must
not be furnished other papers until after they have ap-
peared in our columns. Rejected matter will be returned
on receipt of postage.

8. ADDRESSES OF CORRESPONDENTS ARE CONSIDERED
AS CONFIDENTIAL and will not be forwarded

4. ALL COMMUNICATIONS in reference to any matter con-
neoted with this paper should be addressed as below, and
not to any individual connected with the paper.

address—THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE, or
THE WILLIAM WELD COMPANY

shows to what time your

(Limited),

London, Canada.

True it is, only nratters pertaining chiefly to

pure-bred stock are dealt with at the annual
meetings of the associations, but this has its
influence on the entire live-stock industiry. Iven
those farmers or hreeders who are not rearing

pure-bred stock should lave a registered sire  af

the head of the herd or flock, and he should be
looking forward to that day when his entire
stock will qualify for registration in the Nu
tional Live-Stock Records of Canada \t pre
ent, 1.25 per cent. of the cattle, 1.01 per cent
of the hogs, and less than 1 per cent of the
horses in the Province of Quebece are pure-hred
Ontario may present more favorabie percentages
but pure-bred stock is regrettably scavce in Can
ada Now that we , have some ol the hest hlood
on the Continent, and have been  timporting ' so
long from the foundation herds of the Old Coun
try, it is time that more farmers reached out for
improved sires and dams, and aspired  to  bhetter
thines in their herds and flocks [{ is not neces
sary to have champion stallions and  bulls o
thirty-thousand-pound cows Records. are made
for the purpose of testing certain strains, and as
a means of advertising, hut when one ohtains the
progeny of such parentage he goes a long  way
towards eliminating the  mistits and undesirables
that crop out as the result of all breeding opera
tions

[t nrav appear antocratic on the part ol the
Canadian National Record at tines when o they
refuse  to register antmals that  have g “uvml,,‘;
and a certiticate which  look quite ollicial bt
have been granted hyv soimne association or sod
which has no anding, or it is not vecownizod
the (Canadian National Ilecon i Uiy
Dreedinmge 1s voworld  busin I G
must he recognized in all co (
mittee in chiarge of this work | ! Vi
make our standard ond to o ) {
conclusion of the Wit \ 1 Titg o
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foundation stock the breeders of this country will

be proud that such vigilance has been maintained.

. S 5
The associations having the destiny of the
various breeds under their control have been
working with one end In view, and that is to

= ir S . 5
keep them pure and in their puve state hefore the

public Breeders of all  kinds of stock 'should
look to their deliberations for council and advice,
better things through the assist-

and aspire to
ance of the National

the Tive-Stock Parliament.

Liecords and the sessions of

A Compromise Required in the
Labor Market.

A1 this season of the year farmers will begin
to look for labor, and when the question is put
to the unemployed or to under-paid men in the
city why they do not work for a good salary in
the country, their reply too oiten is that they do
fair treatment from the employer on the

not get
story, of

farm. There are two sides to every

course, and tthere are two sides to this question,
but we fear that in too many Cases farmers do
not consider the rights of the laborer and expect
too much of him. Iovery honest man will pay
for his labor and will be willing to pay for
what he receives, but the tume of the eighteen-

[.abor unions and governmments
]N‘!‘i(\(‘ for
and al

hour dayt is past.

have stipulated a reasonable

hours,

more
twenty-four

work during each

though labor has been scarce in the country, for
reasons different from these set forth in this
case, vet if the farmers generally will be satis-
fied with a good honest day’s work from the man
in their employv, we venture to  sa) that labor
conditions will be improved througlrout the
country-. If the laborer does not know his work
and is not accomplishing much, it is not reasom
able that he should work longer hours in order
to perform a certain amount of  work. It is
more trying on the uninitiated to - perform a
small amount of work which he does not under-
stand than it is to the experienced worker who
does a commendable day’s work. Shorter hours
and better treatment will do something to make
farm  work appear more inviting  to the under
paid or unemployed man who should be in the
country to-day Furthermore, if laborers could
accurately estimate the value of their work in
terms of production, in bushels or in pounds, the

salary could be more easily adiusted
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Nature’s Diary.
A. B. Klugh, M.A.
A sparrow which is common throughout Can-

ada, wherever there are fields or open country, 1is

the Vesper Sparrow. It mayv be readily dis-
tinguished from all other sparrows hy the fact
that it has white outer tail feathers, which
show very conspicuously when the bird is flying
away from one. Its name is derived from its
habit of singing in the evening, though as a mat
ter of fact it sings at all times of the day, as far
as my ohservations have gone, quite as Vvigorous
Iv in the early morning as in the evening Its
song  somewhat  resembles  that of the Song
Sparrow,  hut instead of starting on three  high
notes its tirst three notes arve much like “whe
oo-whee-oo-whe-hee !’ F'o myv ears this song s
not at all hard to distinguish from that of the
Song Sparrow, but to many the songs must ape
pear very similar, for when conducting classes 1n
hird study at the Macdonald Institute at Guelph,
[ found great difliculty in getting some students
to diseriminate between the songs ol these  two
specles. I'he Vesper Sparrow as often termed the
Grev-bird,” o name which is applied to nw
sinadl, eround-haunting hirds It builds a  nes
combosed  of  prass-stems and rootlets on the
grotnd in open places

I'he tood of the Vesper Sparrow for the veat
COnsiIsts of sixtyv-nine per cent veretahble matter,
and thirtyv-one per certo aninal amatt I we
consider its food tor the spring summer  and
autinn months, that durine the period which
concerns us in Canada most divectly, we find that
th anital Tood i <1 hilyv in excess of the vewq
tahle his animal food consists entively ol in
sects, mainly orf hevrles and grasshoppers \ s
soon as heetles appear in the sprine the Vesper
i on the alert to cavrture them, and by Man
they constitute one-third ol the total food, but
v crasehoppe Freres i are and o more ahundant
with the prog i th an, then Imereas:
proponrt mt el il Caon ] chief con
1itu In i1 | o ) One cont
)l i
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that the Vesper Sparrow is
species.

A little sparrow which i8 a very common regj.
dent of the dooryard and garden is the Chippj
Sparrow. Before the introduction of the Hm:lsge
Sparrow this little bird was the comfmones
species about dwellings, and this fact hasg given
it the scientific name of Spizella socialis, ‘‘the
sociable little :x[}ill‘ru\y." The name, Chipping
Sparrow, (‘nmws from its somg which is g high
trill, and which is usually rendered in syllables
as  ‘chippy-chippy-chippy-chippy-chippy.” Thi;
species may be hnown by its chestirut crown and
plain grey breast .IL builds its nest in bushes
and vines, constructing it (_)l‘ grasses and lining iy
with hair. 1 have sometimes heard it termeg

a very beneficiy)

thre * Hair-bird” from this well-lined nest which
it makes. ‘The eggs are from four to five in
number, and are a pale blue in color, spotted

with black at the large end.

The Sparrow ranges
Canada, from the Atlantic to the Pacific. As in
the case of the Song Sparrow, Vesper Sparrow
and all other species which have a wide range

Chipping throughout

the Chipping Sparrows from different  regions
show slight differences. When the birds of a
certain species show these slight but constant

differences they are termed a sub-species. In the
case of some of these sub gpecies the difference he-
tween them marked, so marked indeed
that when qrst discovered they were
described as species, but as more careful

are quite
they
distinet

were

study was made of bird life right across the con-
tinent it was found that these so called species
gradually merged into one another, so that they
were not  distinet species. So thev are Cullo;l
sub-species, or geographical races of the species
Fhus, in the case of the Song Sparrows of the
prairie region they are nruch paler than those of
the east, while those of the Pacific (Coast are
much larger and darker, yet there is no sudden

change as one goes across the continent, and all
are species, In the case of the
Chipping Sparrow the Western birds lack the red-
dish-brown on the back which is characteristic of
their Eastern relatives.

In its food habits the Chipping Sparrow is
highly heneficial, as it feeds almost exclusively op
insects and weed It raises two broods of
from three to five young n a season, ‘and these
voungsters require very large numbers of insects
for their sustinence. Dr. C. M. Weed has seen a
Chipping Sparrow carry fifty caterpillars to its
The adults themselves
them being

races of one

seed

voung in twelve hours.

eat great numbers of insects, among

some of the most injurious forms, such as canker
worms, tent caterpillars, army worns, and
weevils. Its ford. while with us, is nearly all

insects, as most of the weed seed is consumed in
winter

I'he Need of Fruitgrowing.
cold-storage or ordinary storage
in restraint of trade it 18
established
abundant

Although
plants some times act

necessary that more storage plants be

for carrying fruit over the seasons of

ofierings on the market.  The season of 1914 and
1015 will  demonstrate this necessity  very
thoroughly It is usually noticeable that a low

the bheginning of the season will be fol-
more handsome figures during the clos
for fruit Iligh prices
the entire secason's market, for
consuine, and prices drop
during that year. Poor
the market, and it has the
prices. [t may be claimed
pay the price of good
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recover  again
sure to
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people willing to
bt fruit or poor
tend to reduce the value of
With syvstem of storage
tensively in fruit supply could be doled
than is heing done.
who their crop in the fall (_>f
receiving favorabie prices for their

o on
effect ol
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A Cfiance for the Banks. |
York recent
reported 1o mously @

the
should

. “I
Ont ., council at a me

have adopted unani
that the Dominion Gon

f
the banks to provide h,“
f o . T
acconnodation for farmers, l‘““”L
p ,as con

n privilege with husiness cof

I'he (‘o
g 1s
resolution to elfect
ernment

er

I't‘qllll‘n
financial
them

cCeTrns.

on g [ml’\l\

The Convention of the Ttairs and 1
Association did not relish the proposal

axhibtions
to cut the

Government Grants to Fall Fairs in falf, but like
many another organization of producers ”“’]{
pleas fell on deaf ears IFall fairs have in thr‘
past heen considered one of the best ccducation®!
agencies in operation to aid the producer to I
crease his output, but they must suffer with the
rest as o result of war.

he season of 1915 will afford an opportuiitd
to all lines of industrial  enterprise to 1]0[1]0”"
strate their actual value to the country, Ane
where they are in tine of need.
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