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Trade increases the wealth and glory of a country; but its real strength and stamin are to be looked for among the cultivators of the land.—Lord Chatham
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From City Wage-Eamer to Successful Farmer

The Story of How an English Printer is Making Good on a Canadian Farm

L HEN & man leaves a paying trade to take
W up farming there must be good reason for
it. He must see In bis new vocsation pros-
pects of better conditions of Mving than in the
old. Many men who had made this “back-tothe-
land” move have met with disappointment, but
there are many who have undertaken their new
work with such zeal and inteldgence that in a
short time they have become conspicuously suc-
cessful In It. One of these Is Mr. Harry Barrett,
Victoria Co, Oni, upon whom I recently called.
After spending an hour or so talking with him,
1 was convinced of his wisdom In becoming a
farmer, first, because of the independent living
being derived from the farm by himself and fam-
ily, and secondly, boun’o he (s bullding for him-
seld a P! 2ud at
the same thme add!n something of value to Cana-
dian agriculture.

Getting Experience.

@leven years ago Mr. Barrett came to Canada
as 4 young man with seven yeary experience in
the printing trade as his only asest. He was
directed for employment to a dairy farm In Vie-
toria county. On this farm cows were kept, not
for consumption of food and the privilege of
attending to them, but for profit. The hired men
expacted to earn their wages, and at the
same time to learn as much as poseible about the
business. I they proved worthy of the oppor-
tunities presemted to them they were welcome to

By W. 3. ORVIS, Assoclate Editor,
Farm and Dairy.

further on the road to prosperity on a farm than
in the city.”
A Start Made.

Mr. Barrett came back to work for his old em-
ployer for one year so that he could rent a farm
and get some stock together. He was fortunate
in securing a hundred acre farm dérectly across
the road from where he worked, and at auction
sales in the fall he bought three horses, six grade

The War on Weeds

E cooperative experimental work In

I weed eradication, carried on by the
Ontarlo Experimental Union for the

last four years, has been valuable as a
source of data from which definite sta
ments can be made regarding the best
methods of controlling some of our worst
weeds. The practical farmers who car-
ried on the work demonstrated to their
own satisfaction the effectiveness of the
used. The informa.

remain as long as it was
For a year and 4 half Mr. Barrett worked upon
this farm. By careful, persistent application to
his work, and by the study of all available agri-
cultural literature, he learned the fundamentals

tion has been gained from these coopera-

tive weed experiments:

That good cultivation, followed by rape
sown in drills, provides a means of

of the Aciry This i

not only of how to milk and feed cows and to
olean stables, but ineluded aleo the growing of
crops for fodder purposes; the handiing of these
crope to insure the best quality of feed; the treat-
ment of the sofl to get the largest returns, and
other subjects of ejual value to the practical
farmer.
Dumxmo_ttﬂlnﬂlhly-nlrkr-
rett wemt out West twice, worked one year at his
trade in Toronto, and spent some time on the
farm with his first employer. “As for the West,”
he sald, “1 bave no fault to find with it, but T
decided that Ontario was the best place for me,
#0 1 got married and settled in Toronto. For
the mext year and & balf I worked steadily at my
trade, and at the end of that time was getting
$17 a week. We saved a little, because wo made
ourselves do it. It would have been easy to have
spent It all, far saster than to save. All the time
we kept planning for the future, Finally we de-
cldod that, at the end of 10 years, we would be

botn p sow thistle
and twitch grass.

That rape ls a more satisfactory crop to
use in the destruction of twitch grass
than buckwheat.

That rape gives much better results in
the eradication of twitch grass and
perennial sow thistle when sown in
drills and cultivated than [* does
whzn sown broadcast.

That through deep cultivation In fall and
spring followed by a well cared for
hoed crop will destroy bladder cam-
pion.

That mustard may be prevented from
seeding In oats, wheat and barley by
spraying with a twenty per cent. solu.
ticn of iron sulphate without any serl.

- These last words are surely true. His cows

of Mr, Barrett's, who had been in Canada for sev-
eral years, joined forces with him in this ven.
ture, thelr combined capital being $1,500 cash,
This money pald for most of the things purchased
aud tided them over the period until they reaped
their first harvest. Seed grain wae high, as they
had to pay $1 a bushel for barley and prices for i
other grains were correspondingly high |

The brothers planned to foliow the same line
of farming as that followed by their former em-
ployer, and they also adopted some of the meth-
ods they had seen worked ot so successfully on
his farm. They cherished the hope, still unrea-
lized, that some day they would own a farm
where they could practise with full liberty the |
lne of farming which they wished to follow.
Another ambition was to have a high class utility
herd of Guernsey cows. This has been almost
realized, for as soon as some of the younger ani-
msls reach maturity the most ecritical will be
gatisfied on this point. After three years of har
mondous work, the brother, who was a reservist
and unmarried, left for the front, and Mr. Harry
Barrett was left to continue the work they had
begun.
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The Herd Founded.

The first cows bought were not of the kind
desired, and Mr. Barrett gradually disposed of
them, Meanwhile he'bought a Guernsey heifer,
three years cld, from his neighbor, and a vear
later @ Guernsey cow for $112.50 and a two-yeas
old heifer for §76 from the same man. These are
the foundation cows of the present herd of high
testing Guernseys.

When 1 asked him why be liked the Guernseys,
he said: “Because they are bigger than the Jer-
seys and give a richer colored milk. 1 like the o
breed for the cream trade, and that is the trade
in which 1 intend to specialize. The Guernsey
cow will give me good returns for food consumed
and for labor expended and then—I like them.'

it They did not run from me when I went into.
the pasture field as cows do on many farms,
crowded around in an interested mannes, show-
ing that they had not been illtreated, but :
well used by their owner.

As proof of the producing ability of Mr. Bar
rett's herd 1 secured the following inf
from the local recorder of the Dairy Division:
The average per cent. of butter fat of the milk
produced since the firet of the year by this herd
s 492 One cow, named Cherry, gave 8,575
of milk in three months, with an average
4.5 and yielding 1615 1bs. of butter fat. Another,
named gave 9,260 ¥bs. milk in eix



