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found that one reason why the young people hart 
been drifting away to the cities is that country i 
districts have been barren of social lile It ,, 

conceded that it is just as necessary to 
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sary factor in the life of every commun it , ^ j 
mands recognition, and churches, schools, fans. I
ers’ clubs and women’s institutes are being ri.llcg 
upon to look at it from this new viewpoint 
shape their policies «accordingly.
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Community Recreation
1 I *HF. weakness of the policy, or lack of policy, 
* by which the work of providing recreation 

and social enjoyment for the people 
communities is left to the divided efforts g j 
cherches and other institutions, is that there hi, 
been no provision made for concerted effort ii 
conducting the work The churches have divid-j 
ed the people along denominational lines, j 
the result that the wo* has hpen rendered à I 
efficient. The same cap be said of other » I 
stitutions, in that they have been working m* j 
pendently and dividing, instead of consolidating, 1 
the efforts of the people in seeking 
the expression of their social instincts 
divided effort has been the grrtat.;st sou-re 4 
weakness in the endeavor to build up «mj 
social life in rural districts.
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A Place for Surplus Dollars
the housewife* I *HF. greatest convenience that any farm woman 

* can have at hand in performing the duties
a means igof her household is an abundance of hot and cold 

water, with a minimum of effort. Many of Our 
haw efficient water systems installed 

in their homes but still there are thousands of 
farms in this country on which an up-to-date 
water system could well be afforded, but where 
the old fashioned pump is still relied upon for 
the water supply. We have even visited farm, on 
which an abundant supply of fresh water is car- 
ried to an individual basin in front of each row. 
but when* the busy housewife has to fetch for « 
considerable distance, and in all kinds of woa- 
ther. the water needed in the many duties per 
tailing to her housekeeping.

For such a condition there is now less excuse 
than formerly. Water systems for farm homes 
have been brought to a high state of perfection 
and they could wvll be afforded on n great many 
more farms than they are found at present. The 
farmers of Ontario, for instance, have 1100,000, 
000 on deposit in the banks at three per cent in- 
terest. Part of this amount invested in efficient 
water systems would yield a murh higher 
in terms of convenience and labor

question the wisdom of purchasing labor- 
saving machinery for our field and stable work. 
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profitable.

nousenoia equipmen 
wanted in your hon 
of years. It may be 
ine to save manv ho

I*
Folks me to save many ho 

possibly your wife i; 
with a defective stovwhich many of them have 

pest few years, they still hold 
the Interest of

experienced in the 
a central plbce in 

more people than other institu- 
tions. For these and many other reasons 
churches are advantfageously placed to minister to 
the social requirements of their people and are.
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hrrents for a large contribution to their
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It is now obvious that a mistake jiaa been mi* 
in conside ing churches, schools or other instita 
tions as true units of country life. Far from be
ing such, they are but phases of that life, sup», 
ficially divided but fundamentally grounded a 
its true^init. That unit is the ccmmunin Fad 
countr) district is divided into communities «id 
rather clearly defined boundaries. Most „f the* 
communities centre around country villages a 
which the people look as centres of their ro*. 
munity life, and community boundaries are ma* 
ed off by the lines which separate the «phriyj 
of influence of these villages. Within these roe-' 
munities there is a common bond of mutual bil

therefore.
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I vou owe it to your fi 
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life
Country churches have been severely criticised 

for not living up to their opportunities as centres 
of social activity, and. although they have not 
been above criticism in this regard, it would be 
well to take stock of their contribution to rural 
social life before condemning them too severely. 
In winter they provide tea-meetings and fowl 
suppers, each of which is generally followed by 

•* •>ro*ram- Put on by local talent. In summer 
most of them hold Sunday School picnics, at 
which both old and young give themselves up to 
■octal enjoyment. In the autumn many of them 
still maintain their grand old institution; the 
harvest home festival. Throughout the
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underlying all the apparent divisions ..long 
denominational and sectional lines.

The problem of building up the soHrial and » 
creational features of country life is best attics- 
ed from the community standpoint. Instead* 
dividing their efforts along denominational lise 
or working in independent 
of secular organizations, country people should 
unite their efforts in an endeavor to build up ( 
strong community spirit. Their social activity 
should embrace all the people living within sud 
a district. To accomplish this object it is nrce* 
"ary to federate all the forces within a ceel 
munity in a united effort to enrich its social llJ 
churches, schools and farmers’ organizatiij 
working together with the common object of pJ 
viding recreation for its own sake and not Mr] 
secondary considerations.
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young people’s societies minister to the social 
ns well as the religious needs of their members 
To these activities must be added the social bene
fits derived by their members from attendance at 
their regular religious meetings. Take away 
from the social life of most rural districts that 
part contributed by the churches and it would be 
found that whether or not they are Irving fully up 
to their opportunities in this regard. :heir 
tribution is larger than that of all 
stitutions combined.

groups as meamount necessary in n 
system would prove equally

Women and the City
THERE '* no« a good slzrd city in Canada or 

the United States that doe» not number more 
women than men in its population. In the 
districts of save one,

more men than women. And the trend
every county in Ontarir.
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