
THE MAID OF SKER.8
andheat and hard work and enjoymui„

lhe„
fore I doubt not it must have been an 

of Providence that in 
I saw my oig

the summer moon grewsoftness, as 
bright.

Then the quiet waves began—as 
plaited lines rolled onward into frills of decrec
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the slope behind it, and the cros g still nrettv good in my legs), but to
inshore, gleamed with hovering radian 1 k wag a gTL.at deal more inl­
and soft flashes vanishing , till, in noJible for a man who had caught the
deepening of the dusk, each advancing V^",rfaa^ beside the fish in the 
crest was sparkling with a mane of fire, - there must have been more than 
every breaking wavelet gl-t^ed >ike Jwt)khi;ndrcdweight of bass that would not 
shaken seam of gold. l nence uic Three hundred and a half in
shower of beads and lustres lapsed into g { ^ it down at( taking no
a sliding tier, moving up the sands ‘ wns and lobsters ; and with
light, or among the pebbles breaking into he 1 rp * k must tUm two
a cataract of gems. 7

Being an ancient salt, of course I was guineas. k Came to pass (as
not dismayed by this show of phaspho- bravery, of which
rus, nor even much astonished, but rat somedmes \ have some little) that I felt 
pleased to watch the brightness as bound t0 creep back again, under
brought back to my mind thoughts of my. rock, just to know
beautiful sunburnt damsels whom I had the shade m ^ ^ ^
led along the shore of the lovely A finer floatage I never saw. and her
terranean. Yet our stupid lands , nes were purely elegant, and she rode
and wide, were panic-struck ; and hund- the Pwat„ ithout so much as
reds fell upon their knees, expec g .• -t Then, spite of au my
last trump to sound. All I said to myself pa g • admiring ; and it struck
was this:P-No wonder I had such sport 1 ^Phearb Oh, if she is but
to-day ; change of weather soon, I ( ou , ^ ^ ^ what a craft for my business 1
and perhaps a thuderstorm. with that I dropped all fear. For I

As 1 gazed at all this beauty, frying no been a]}ie) for many years, to
to go astray with wonder and with wean- had be ^ ^ skm and knowledge
ness, there, in the gateway of black rock J because I could not afford
with the offing dark behind her, and , a ’ nldne boat of mv own, and
fôr&ïïtaïïÆï 5.»,^: UaJo had th. *„« «S

tion came a smoothly gliding boat out *e money. ^ ^ nQ squ, on board. 
Beaded all athwart the bows and down y that was certain,

bends with drops of light, holding No one was ro g, ^ ^ • her
stem well up in air, and the forefoot shed^ ^ „waY However, she kept her 
ding gold, she came as straight toward J, Y ely tbere must be
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a i*.--.«-, —and be off again), and it was no more which^obody else takes^^ ^ ^

the middle ot the

rocks at a run 
I was

run

the

of the little souls

m ___ was no more
than the turn of a hair but what I had He across rne nuuuis --
run away head over heeis. For the day bu/for which black rocks alone

■arr.sS tiàE= n„had been so _ 
starvation, and goin ^ on with so
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