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The New Creation.

We are ever seeking something new;
in fashiozs that are superficial as in ways
that are profound we pursue our search.
To healthful childhood, the world is all
new, in a coitain sense the world has to
be created afresh in the case or each
new child. Youth is the time of aspira-
tion, when we pass forward to conquer
new worlds. This is good, for as Pro-

fessor Blackie said, “Where aspiration is .

wanting the soul creeps, it cannot fly; it
is .uriously busy in counting and class-
ifying the bars of its own confinement,”
But after many discoveries we hear the
cry that “there is nothing new under t}
sun;” that even the world we live in i
old and weary,

There is truth on both sides; the world
is old, and yet it is new; new each new
morning, new to each new life, It is
not by any means a new truth that those
who live for selfish pleasure, or seek
“art for arts’ sake” soon become eynical
and complain that life is vain. To such
the world is a rotating machine, produe-
ing constantly a similar combination of
circumstances, and life a dreary round of
similar sensations, Tt is only the faith
in an ever-living God that keeps our life
from becoming a weary, stale, unprofit-
able thing. That is the central truth
from which all other truths radiate.
“There is one God and one Mediator he-
tween God and man, the Man Chrisf
Jesus.” From the heart of this comes
the revelation of the Christian religion,
In tenderest tones our Master says “Ye
believe in God, believe also in Me.”

This great word He speaks when their
lives are touched by the most tragic
change, the departure of their Lord, and
when Judaism is about to he dethroned
to make way for a broader faith. No
wonder that in such times of shaking
men began to long still more ardently
for a new creation, and to sing in rap-
turous strains of new heavens and a new
earth, which do not pass away.

In this conection we need to remember
Paul’s great statement that “if any man
be in Christ he is a new creature, old
things have passed away, behold all
things have become new.” Thus the
great truth, real in all ages, is brought
to bear upon our individual life; we are
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reminded that the world within gives
tone and color to the outside world. We
must love the new creation in wus, it is
not a thing of scenery, of golden streets
and pearly gates; but of a divine iife, a
real communion with God. The richest
poetry, the most glorious imagery, can-
not express the wonder and beauty of
God’s new world; but we must gain the
secret within ourselves: through the
child-like heart and the ¢! !l-like faith
it comes.

Thus, if we know what it is to be in
the cirele of His love, in fellowship with
His great company of witnesses, in gym-
pathy with His redeeming work, we
shall face with new hope the prosaic life
of a new year, and learn to transmute
dark failures of the past into new in-
spiration for the perpetual strife, as we
hear the great promise from out the
heavenly sphere, “Behold T make all
things new.”

Presbytery Representation in Assembly.

Shall the representation be in the ratio
of onc n six or continne to he one in
four 'he debate mpor. this anestion
was caried on two vears ago, and an al-

nnanimons decision reached that
should be a reduetion in representa-

For some reason the Assembly de-

lined to ratify the voice of the Preshv-
teries, but these hodies were in earnest,
and have themselves taken the initiative
to a<k that the renresentation be rednced.
Against such reduction it is arened that
it will place the power in the hands of
the few, that certain members will al-
wavs he present at Assembly, either he-
canse thev represent important interests
in the Chureh, or beeanse of the personal
influence thev are able to exert in their
resnective Preshvteries,  The General
\ssembly will thns come to represent,
not the interests of the Church at large,
but the interests of a dominant party in
it.  Snch an argnment diseredits the
@ood indement of the Preshvtery, Tt
is not likely that five men out of thirty,
however strong their influence, will sue-
ceed in securine their election year after
vear. Nor is it likely that, should there
be discovered a tendency to bureancracy
in any of the commissioners in one year,
these will again be elected in the smne-
ceeding year. Tt is trne that under pre-
sent svstem certain names are always np-
on the commissioners’ roll. There are
two reasons for this—some of these men
are permanen; officers of the Assembly,
and some revresent important interests
of the Chureh at large, such as its home
and foreign misisons, its colleges, ete.
These should be, by virtue of their of-
fice, permanent members of Assembly
and the presbvteries in which they re-
side should have their full quota of-com-
missioners apart from these. Again,
some men represent the Preshytery bet-
ter than any others, and are naturally
chosen year by vear. The check to an

abuse of the system is not to send any
member of Presbytery but to send say
two-thirds of the number closen by a
system of rotation.

The arguments in favor of a reduction
in representation are overwhelming. The
precent Assembly is unwieldy. Any-
thing beyond a formal discussion of a
question is impossible. There cannot be
the free interchange of thought and
opinion that a smaller Assembly would
afford. The limited choice would lead
to mare careful choice and only the best
men would go by eleciion. Then, too,
with the smaller representation is hound
up the question of the payment of the
travelling expenses of commissionrrs, At
present it would be folly to undertake
50 heavy a burden as the pavment of the
expenses of one in four of the members
of Preshyteries. Tf the representation
were reduced such pavment would bhe
possible.  And until the travelling ex-
penses of commissioners are paid we can-
not hope for a truly renresentative As-
#mbly.  The central Preshyteries will
he represented fully, while ontlaying
Freshyteries content themselves with
one and a few proxias.

The Week of Prayer.

The public meetings held under the
auspices of the Evangelical Alliance
during the first full week of the New
Year, are often disappointingly small.
A thousand and one things interfere with
the attendance, not the least among
them being the social duties of the sea-
son. We are not, however, to conclude
that the energy spent upon the perfect-
ing of all details for this week of special
prayer is mis-applied.. The influence of
the call for special intercession reaches
far beyond the public meeting. Tn
thousands of homes there is a unity of
spirit during these days when the pray-
ers of Christendom are united upon
one common object.  The effect will
surely be apparent during the year so
happily begun. Tittle asperities will be
soothed down, individual preferences
will give place to the common desire, and
united effort will become more feasible

where there has been united prayer, even ~

though it has riscn from the privacy of
the home instead of from the erowded
assembly.

We print in this issue an article by
one of our correspondents entitled “The
Demon of Dumbness. Tt is “a living
document.”  As it grows out of personal
experience within our Church, we trust
that the facts upon which it is based are

few, and that the mood which it repre- -

sents is not a common one. We are glad
to give it to our readers because there is
an air of reality about it ; and the re-
minder that rentle courtesy is one of the
highest Christian virtues can never be
out of place,




