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4 HISTORICAL INCIDENTS OF THE COUNTY OF SIMCOE.

ure, and has lel large and import-
ant works for the purpuse of hav-
ing in this harbor sufficient depth
of water tv admit vessels of ~the
larigest draught : these works have

been going on for the past two
vears, and it iz expecicd another
year or two wili see the harbor

placed in a position to meet the re-
quirements of the ever jarge increas-
ing traffic cowing down the great
lakes. It has now a lavze clevator
of nearly 500,000 bushels capacity,
and the ratepayers jately granted a
bonus of 25,009 towards the erse-
tion of a million bushel elevator with
the most modern plant aud machin-
ery. The harbor i& semicireular in
form, having a diameter of nearly a
mile, and amply protected on all
sides, the imposing heights of the
Blue Movntains forming a solid bar-
rier on the wast and north-west. Col-
lingwood is fortunate in being the
owner of the feresiores and most of
the harbor, instead of having it in
the possession of some railway or
other corporation, The municipaiity
is thus ie good position to offer ad-
vantageous sites and water facili-
ties to industries locating there, and
should the air line be buut, it (wili
be granted ampie tern.inal faci ities
right oa the harbor, with pienty of
water for wharves and elevators.
By soundings jately undertaken it
was discovered that all the western
portion of the basin coisposing the
harbor is of white clay utottom, and
a depth of thirty feet can be ob-
tained by simpie dredging without
any blasting. Navigators prefer the
port of Collinzwood to any otiter on

the Georgian Bay, on account
of its easy accessibility ; once Geor-
gian Bay is entered the mariner

«leers a straight course by night or
day down the middle of the lake, and
enters Collingwood harbor  without
encountering a s=iagle rock or shoal.
Owing to its position on the open
lake this harbor opens first in the
sprigz and «loses last in the faM
and navigation is assured for at
iexst nine menths in the vear, and
it has happened that the harbor has
never been closed al: the year round
by sufficient ice to soricusly impade
navigation. Veseeis drawing sixteen
feet can now safely enfer this har-
bor. and when the government works
are completea o depth of 20 feet in-
dde and 22 feet outside will he at-
nined, which wiil be ample for all

requirenieats for jears 0 come. Col-
lingwood has to-dag one of the lar-
Zost and best equipped and commod-
jous lines of steamboats plyving the
great lakes from any Canadian port,
that of the Northern Navigation Co.
The fleet consists of eight magnifi-
cent s‘eamers of the most modern
onfy lest month. Two of the lanzest
“Germanic,” having been iaunched
only last noonth. Two of the argest
the “Majestic” and “City of Colling-
wood”’, make two (trips per week
direct between Collingwood and Port
Arthur and Duluth, and are laden
each trip to their utmost capacity.
Four boats ply reZularly  be-
tween Collingwcod and “the Sauit,”
nnd intermediate ports, running up
the beautiful inside channel and dur-
ing the months of Juiy and .\ugust
proceed to the far-famed isle of Mac-
kinaw upon special excursion trips,
which are patronized from all over
the cdontineat. Two boats run to
Kilinrney on the North shore via
Parry Sound, Frenclh: River, Byng In-
Jet, Point Aux Baril and other ports
connecting at Kiliarney with the
“Sault” and Mackinac boats. This

.energetic compauy has a keen eye to

the future, and i& quite prepured to
put on another first-class ﬂlm-\ of
freighters to meet the requlrenwl_lh:
of the new traffic when th2 air line
raiwlay shall be constructed.
Coliinigwood has about 6,000 inhab-
itants, whe are keeuly alive to the
interests of their town, and read)
to put their hands in their pockets
to assist any industry which will
advance it. They have buiit entirely
one of the largest dry docks on
fresh water, and leased it to the
Dry Dock and Wrecking Co. of Col-
limgwood which does a large busines:
and is engaged extensively in  ship-
building. This compaay are now con-
templating putting in new ani in-
creased faeciiities whiclh, will make
the vard one of the most extensive
of its kind. A number of the Illuh‘.l en-
terprisiag of Collingwood’s citizens,
joined with English capitalists, have
lately erected a large pork packing
establishment within the wunicipaii-
ty, and have worked up a large and
lucrative business, chiefly for export
trade, the guality of bacon sent out
by them being considered a superior
line in the Old Country. Tioy kill ®
thousand hogs per day, and h: v bas

er=s out in all parts of the + " nir
purchasing {he raw wmateri
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