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IS
ances, who had been launched from homes like hisown, were known only as sons of Iheir fathers, and de-
generate sons at that. Van Berg was already wir!-

a:rorLTh":sr" °" '"^ ^^-^ °'™'^^' ^^^ --
It were hard to say whieh was the stronger motive

h,s amb,.,on or the love of his art ; but it seemed c^r-tam that between the two, such talent as he had beenendowed w,th would be developed quite thoroughlyAnd he d,d possess decided talent, if not genius bui

controlled by judgment, correct taste, and intellectu-

ally
rather than by strong and errati^ impulses Hisa ms were defimte and decided rather than vague andd ffus,ve

;
but h,s standards were so high that, tlus far,he had scarcely attempted more than studio, thawerehke the musician's scales by which he eeks toacqu,re a skill in touch that shall enable him to ren"der justly the works of the great composers

His family had praised his work unstintedly andhonestly thought it wonderful ; he had al o bfe'n d"^luged with that kind of flattery which rela.es the rut
stra ^th'^t't/'™'

°' '^ *^^'"'^- Thus it was nostrange that the young fellow, at one time, believed

ate Buir C'l
'° ^"^'""^ ">' =• '^'""'^ decree"'ate. But as h,s honzon widened he was taught betterHis mind, fortunately, grew faster than hi vaX

with tLr T"^''^ "" ""^^ ""' P-^-'ng woX
that mostt

""',"' ^'"'"^' ""^ ^^ "°' «"*«" «ththat most hopeless phase of blindness-the inabilitvto see rhe superiority of others to one's self. E r^d»., uicreiore, of study and observation was no^
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