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that when w« ascribe the cure of the palsv to a touch
of blindness to the ano^ting of the eyes with clayi
or the raising of the dead to a word, we lay our-
selves open to this imputaUon ; we reply that we as-
cribe no such efltets to such causes. We perceive
no virtue or energy in these things more than in
other things of the same kind. They are merely

^^ signs to connect the miracle with its end. ' The et
feptwe ascribe simply to the volition of the Deity

:

of whose existence and power, not to say of whcwe
presence uid agency, %e have previous and indepen-
dent piroof. We have therefore all we seek for in

.
the works of rational agents,—a sufficient power and
an adequate motive. In awoifd,,once believe that

It M* » ^^ niiiracles are not incredible.
Mr Hume states thb case of miracles to be a con-

test of opposite improbabilities ; that is to say, a ques-
tion whether it be more improbable that the miracle
shjwld ^ true, or the testimony fidse : and this I
tWnk a &ir account of the controversy. But herein
I remark a want of argumentative justice, that, in
describing the improbability of miracles, he supprea.
ses aU those circumstances of extenuatidrt which re-
sult from our knowledge of the existence, power,
and disposition of the Deity; his concern in the crel
atlon, Uie end answered by the miracle, the impor-
tance of that end, and its subserviency to the pUm
pursped in the work of nature. As Mr Hume has
represented the question, miracles are alike incredi-
ble to him who is previously assured of the constant
jgwicy of a Divine Being, and to him who believes
that no such Being exists in the universe. They are
equaUy incredible, whether related to have been
wrought upon occasions the most deserving, and for
purposea the most beneficial, or forno assignable end
whatever, or for an end confessedly trifling or pernio
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in MUuiting also the other side of the balance, the
ilrength and weight of testimony, this author has pro-
vided an answer to eveiy possible accumulation of


