
we fiiiil no liitciitp. Such an or),'!iiiisni wixiM form kiniliir ns \\o\\ am lutcritc in ii moist, warm

cliniutp, tlic iliffcnMicc in l!io prodiicfo luin;; duo niotcly to tlioir nt'tor trciitniont liy wator.

Kor obvious reasons, too, sucli an orjjanisni coulil not livo undor cdnditions of l<ao1inization.

Hut apart from the afjcncv of lifo I soo no clioniical reason wliv an aluminous silieati' sliould

undcrjjo a nion' eonipli'to deccmiposition at tlie comparatively low tiMuporature of tin- tropics

tlmn at the liinh tiMnperature of suliterranean situations; the contrary, indeed, seems more

natural And if the temperature (7o<.s- so affect chemical acticm we still nii(.'ht wonder why

laterite does not occur on the foot hills of the Himalayas, where then' is an almndance of

moisture and where the averajje annual ti^mperature is as hijih as on th.' Ndfjins ("hemu-al

changes wldch cease at low temperatures conunence a^ain as soon as the suitable physical cn-

ditiiuis are restor.'d, and laterite, coiscimMitly, would 1 sprrWA to form „, North India

duriio.- th.. summer. Hut the distributi.m of an organism miuht very well be limited by tie

extri'ines of climate, when possibly the av.ua-e annual lemperature is not below what wmild

coiitjenial to it if maintained.
. ,,

If this fancv turns out to be widl fimndcd we must add lat.'nzalKUi to the hui}; list ot

trooical .lis..ases'. a-ainst whi<di even the very rocks are not safe. Hut it is a bii; J-top

between the estaldishment of a rea.sonable suspicbm and the actual iletection of the bacillus

,„ work. There mav be many forms of life taUi.i;; advantage ot the so t. moist, latent ic

,n..diuni. but it will 'not be an easy n.atfr to convict, a.non;;st these, such i,s may take an

active part in breaking up the aluminous silicates.

II is hard to believe that lh,> few de-rees by w'' h a tropical ex,.eeds a fmperat.' climate

i, sutlicient to so strikingly increase the chemical acnvity of the weak organic acids peic.datiii«

through the soil. Hut that such a small dilference of temperature alTecis h.w t.onis ot lite

is painfully evident t.i those who have to maintain the daily h-ht of lit,' m the tropics.

Laterization Conditions in Cuba and New Caledonia

\\ liile reit;iiii lVatur(>s (if Ciiliii iii'e similar to th.ise til' Nvw laledoiiia. both

ueln- i-U.n.ls uiol the ..'>• Ivin;;- nl.out tlo' simr .li~lan.r noftli »( \hc e<,i.atur

that the .dIoT >l-" tn the M.iitli, tlie temiioratiiiv ami niinrall. larlu,-. in laleri/.ati.ni,

are .i.inewliat ilillereiit. 'I'lir lueaii leini.eraluiv ui Culia i> .uiveu as Iti.N'. llie

|„ue-t auTa-e luruiTin- in .latniarv wiieii it is :».;! an.l llie hiuiwsl in .Inly,

uheii it i.- ^--M : liie avera-.. niinrall I'm- the jniM twmiy-lixe years lia> lieeii ^AJu

hhIv-' This uMia-e temiieiatm-e ha- ai.|iatviil ly h,en .leteMniiie,! witlnmt lakili-

into rnii-icK'mtinii tliat of the oreater altiliHh-. Tlir mean luinimuiii ten.i.eraltnv

„r \,.w Cale.hmia i- sin! In ho l'-:'- and llie mean maxiiimm ^:'. i heiwem I'.i'i.^

and i;»l-i iheavera-e rainlaU wa~ ViX^ imhe-. Imt varie- -reatiy in dillVivnt yrai-.

ia i;iu> beinir W inches wliile in I'-Hl it wa~ I'.M."' Tlieiv is. nf .Mmr.e. m. n. ans

„( ,K.„.,.nmnn- «hat chan.oes base taken jda... in the climates uf the tu„ ,-lands

(liirinL: tlH^ va-t iieri.i.l in whicli lateri/alimi has heeii in jiniiiress.

While the imie.-s ul' latefizat iup. is still in jirooress .m both islands, the

;.'reatei- part nf tbi' deimsil^ was fnrtned Inii- a-o. \. f. Siien.er says: '•The

re-idnal ores <if (nba were r.inned in Tertiary time, in bii-v iiart. and perhaiis

rliiiivly. prior to the deiHisition .d' the Lafayette (I'lineene) rurmatiuii of the

.Vllant'c Coastal plain."' Tbo basic nuks from wbieli the ser|ientiiu. of New

Caledonia lias been derived are eonsidered to be of posl-Cretaee,ms au'o.

l.N-anlin^- the mode of formation of the Ctibaii ores. C. M. Weld has said:

".\t the same time there is no reason to snpiioso that laterization jn-ocesses have

ceased: it is in fact probable that new ores ar.' formin- to-day wherexer opportunity

rdTei-s.

"

Such opportunity may be .onsideivd ns at a minimum mi th,. plateau.^.

OtiiHal llaiidl k. ••Cuba Hefnie Ihe W.old.'' I'anama I'acilic Inlenialional Kxposi-

tioii, T.'l.-. \>. --2.
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