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Believer: crime drama dropout
ACCOUNT YOUR WAY 

TO THE TOP
The cardboard characters don’t 

offer much to keep our attention. 
Dodd is an unconvincing metaphor 
for how the ideals of the '60s have 
been replaced by '80s greed.

Downey Jr.'s character, which he 
overplays, is the yuppie lawyer of 
today — a harmless puppy but we’re 
supposed to love him.

And then there are the typical, 
corrupt meanies in high places— in 
this case the police.

Maybe great directing could have 
made something out of all this, but 
Ruben plays his cards too soon. By 
showing us the actual crime at the 
film’s beginning, he cuts the sus
pense in half.

Everything else after that is spelled 
out too clearly. The climactic cour
troom scene (and courtroom scenes 
are well-worn these days) would 
have seemed trite 40 years ago.

One redeeming feature to a gener
ally dull show is John W. Lindley’s 
occasionally interesting cinemato
graphy, although mixing black and 
white with colour stocks is certainly 
nothin new, and the overhead shots 
smack of The Untouchables. How
ever, this film is overwritten, over
acted. over-directed, and all the way 
through you’ll just wish it was over.

By MARK DILLON
True Believer 
directed by Joseph Ruben 
Columbia Pictures

The Faculty of Management of the University 
of Toronto is offering a unique, two-year 
program which focuses on professional 
accounting and combines practical work 
experience with academic coursework.
Our graduates will have completed a major 
portion of the requirements toward a 
professional accounting designation.

If you have an undergraduate degree, an 
interest in an accounting career and the desire 
to get ahead in the corporate world, we invite 
you to attend the information session in your 
community on:

Monday, February 27: 12:00 pm — 1:00 pm 
York University Career and Placement Centre 
Ross Building, Room N-108

It boggles the mind why James 
Woods, one of the screen’s hottest 
actors (Salvador, The Boost) decided 
to do Joseph Ruben’s new crime- 
drama, True Believer.

Hey, I don’t even like Woods 
myself, although his abrasive per
sonality was effective in Salvador. 
But in True Believer his acting style 
of sledgehammer subtlety is too hard 
to take. Maybe he was trying to add 
flavour to a dead script, but the 
resulting taste is far too salty.

Woods plays Eddie Dodd, a tal
ented but dissipated lawyer once 
known as the champion of the 
underdog, but who now defends 
only guilty drug pushers. But then he 
teams up with starry-eyed Roger 
Baron (Robert Downey Jr.), fresh 
out of law school, who rekindles his 
passion for justice. Together they 
tackle a case where a Korean boy 
was sent to prison eight years earlier 
for a Chinatown murder he didn’t 
commit.

But who cares? This is a crime film 
with one of the most involving
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HELLO? HELLO? IS THIS THE 
PARTY LINE? James Woods 
stars in True Believer. For more information, contact the 

Office of Student Affairs,
Faculty of Management, 
University of Toronto,
246 Bloor Street West,
Toronto, Ontario, M5S 1V4.
Or call, (416) 978-3499.

crimes in years. The script doesn't 
even offer any good twists to situa
tions we’ve seen too many times 
before.
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DR. DAVID EISEN 665-6513
► 5 minutes from campus
► walk-in Patients Welcome
► Physicians Available Daily
► Evening Hours
► Total Health Care

- Stress/Tension Management
- Counselling

► Weight Loss ► Birth Control
► injections: Allergy, Travel
► immunization

University City Plaza, 75 Four winds Dr„ Suite 102

PHYSICIAN

Accent given to poetry reading .....
v

Excal’s looking for writersBy LORRAYNE C. ANTHONY
This year, as usual, Harbourfront’s 
World Poetry Festival from Febru
ary 6-II focused on English- 
language poetry. It is therefore not 
surprising that most poets at the fes
tival were from the United Kingdom 
and the United States. However, the 
more interesting poets — P. Lai, 
Olive Senior, and Ruth Dallas — are 
from India, Jamaica, and New Zea
land, respectively.

P. Lai has played a major role in 
the Indian literary world as a poet, 
publisher, and translator. During 
the earlier years of his career, Lai, 
like many other young poets, had 
difficulty getting published. So, in

lent an extra tone of authenticity to 
her poetry.

Senior received much attention 
when she won the 1987 Inaugural 
Commonwealth Writers Prize for 
her collection of short stories. 
Summer Lightning, beating Margaret 
Atwood’s The Handmaid’s Tale.

Perhaps the most interesting part 
of the Canadian contingent was 
Wilfred Watson's number-grid poe
try. The flu got the better of Watson, 
and he was unable to read at the 
festival. However, a group of U of T 
students performed a selection of his 
poetry under Watson’s direction. 
The performance was unique, 
innovative and provocative.

I958, he and other Indian poets 
founded their own English-language 
press. The Writer’s Workshop. Lai’s 
poetry eloquently unveils the beauty 
of life in India, while paying special 
attention to rhythm.

Lai admitted, “l never write for 
the printed page only; all my poems 
are composed to be read aloud.’’

Olive Senior was born in Jamaica 
and educated at Carleton University 
in Ottawa. She has worked as a jour
nalist and as a freelance writer but 
feels that poetry is the only outlet for 
her creativity. Senior reading 
focused on her poems about rural 
Jamaica. Occasionally she would 
read in a Jamaican dialect, which
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I Choreography: Forsythe 
' Music: J.S. Bach

L ^o/ü!5 WJC( IS5 y /
/ Endowment Fund

In cooperation with

The Council of Executives of 
Jewish Communal Agencies 

of Metropolitan Toronto 
and

The Helen and Aladar Gal Memorial Scholarship
are pleased to announce the availability of

Scholarships for Graduate Studies 
for the 1989-90 academic year

For students seeking to undertake professional training in preparation 
for a career in Jewish communal service

The scholarships entitle students to pursue graduate degrees at any 
accredited university.

Applications, as directed below, must be received no later 
than March 31, 1989.

Candidates must hold an undergraduate degree, possess sound Jewish 
educational background and have a commitment to sene 

the Jewish community.

Discover new dimensions in dance as Forsythe 
stretches the boundaries of classical ballet. g

m
PLUS! 1

...Concerto Barocco
Choreography: Balanchine 
Music: J.S. Bach

Precise, rhythmical, "tour de force”dancing!
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X ”Etudes w

Choreography: Lander 
Music: Czerny

A celebration of classical virtuosity. J

Diana & Acteon
(Pas de Deux)
A Company Premiere!
Choreography: Bujones 
Music: Pugni

A classic battle of the sexes, the hunter Acteon 
meets Diana, the goddess of the hunt.

Sponsored by:
THE PRODUCERS1 CIRCLE

M-------------- 1 iM “With Steptext. J
Forsythe has j|j

demonstrated 
what sensation HH 

in dance.” faz

£

For an application, call or write:

The Director 
The Endowment Fund 

Toronto Jewish Congress 
4600 Bathurst St., 

Willowdale, Ontario M2R 3V2 
(416) 635-2883

S
Performance Times
Evenings at Bpm/Saturday & 
Sunday Matinees at 2pm

ORDER NOW! Cull Ticket Master 872-2262 
or a I 0 Keefe Box Office & all TicketMustei outlets
All Performances at the 0 Keefe Centre

J Tickets:
Evenings $54 S41 S29/S17 S8 dO 
Matinees S42 S35 S27 S17 S8
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