
Hô"p elfor' Pren sa
'm sure yo4J have aitliseard thse expression that one of

thse fufflioné of Il newspaper le to aut as awacbOg4
toadgoveriIrIent. Througbdise reporting of abuse by

govemment, democae y is malntained. The fact tisat a.bewspaper le attowed to openly criticize government
demonmtaie s thse demnocratic rlght to thse freedoms of
speech m" of thse pres.

Dmniel Ortea.tise peietof Nicaraga hsjust
annoünoed the -lifting cftis bn againsttise intry's
soie opposition newspapr a Prensa. lnse publisher of La.
Prensa, Violeta Chamorro, inItiaIly mqppored the revolu-
tion, but later became dlsillusioned wistegaand
critiizel bis goveement in ber paper. La NPres ad
been closed by order of the Sandinista government for
451 dan .Thse reopening of La Prensa complies witb thse
Centrai American peace plan deslgned by tise Costa
RaRà presidént Oscar -Arias.

Thsis peace plan called 'Esquipulas 1l'> was skgned by
thse leaders of Costa Rica, El Salvador, Honduras and
Guatemala as weil as Nicaragua. It catis for democaîic
reforme, amnestses, ceaself re, an end to rebel aid and the
use of one nation's land to invade anotiser, and an end to
ail cersrsisip of media. Equipatas il sbould come into
effect on November 5.

Thse Nicaraguan government ie beginning to try
reformes earlier than that date, as shown by thse endsng of
censorsisip of ail media, and tise recent dedlaration of a
unitateral ceasefire in thse war against the Contras.

These moves strerigthen Ncaraguals credibility as a
democracy, since tisere bave been charges made against
tise Sandinistas of becoming afficted with what I cati the
'Animal Farm Syndrome', when revotutionaries wbo
overtbrow an oppressive government become author-
itarian tisemselves. Certainly tise bans and oensorship on
tise media were contrary 10 tise doctrines of democracy;
but thse exterit to wisicis Nicaragua is undemoacratic ie
difficuit for the layman t0 determidne, due to widespread
propaganda f rom botis supporters and aritics of the
Sandinistas.

t is to Ortega's credit tisat he bas allowed La Prensa to
reopen. Evidentdy, be bas recognised tise political value of
thse move; isopefuiiy, lie bas aiso realised that a true
democracy je flot afraid of criticism.

La Prensa shouid be commended for reaffirming ils
opposing stance, and sbould flot feet any pressure 10
conform, despite years of censorsbip and government
daims of sedition. However, just as it must not cater to thse
Sandinistas, La Prenea shouid flot become tise moutis-
piece of the Contras. t is suspected by many that La
Prensa is financed by tiseCIA and right-wing Americane.
Tise fact that tise pubiisiser's son Pedro Joaquin Cisamorro
Jr. (who edited La Prensa until 1964>, is a top leader of tise
Contras does not enisanoe tise paperlsacedibility. Neitiser
does thse fact tisat, in 19M,8W% of tise paper's staff ieft to
found El Nuevo Diario,- a newspaper supporting tise
Sandinistas.

Chamorro claims that with thse reopening of La Prensa,
"Nicaraguans wiil be free to express îisemseives.* This witt
be true only if tise paper je completely independent, and
not pressured to relay propaganda. n a country tisat is
bots politically and economnicaiiy unstable, il je difficuit
for a newspaperto betruly objective and freeof ideology
- perbape impossible. Vet tisis is what La Prensa muet try
to be, in order to save demoaracy and encourage peace.
t should adopt tise old journaiismn adage "ail tise news

witisout fear or favor" as their motto, and practice i for
tise benefit of tiseir country.
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Not propaganda
l'm wrIting in regardes1tiste letter

printed in tise September 22 issue titied
"Soviet Article Erre". 1 found tise
remarks bots interesîing and fairly
depressing.

Tise Soviet article gave tise reader a
hope for peace and a greater sense of
community witis these people of a very
different econo-potiticat system. And it
wae automaticalty assumed by tise letter
writer 10 be propaganda. Do we live in
sucis a paranoid and negative society
tisai any eeemingty good or isopefut
newe 10 come out of an "enemyP coun-
try je immediately regarded as an
extremely biased judgemnent??

Tise travelling detegates were chosen
from a group whicis focuses on aware-
nese and involvement in contemporary
issues - namneiy tise peace movemnent.
And directty stated in tise article several
limes was tise idea of tise public con-
sîdering tise trip merety a piece of
propaganda.

It is Ieft 10 tise reader 10 accept or
reject tise information as biaeed and
one-sided. Thse tetter writer, however,
condemned tise Gateway for printing
sucis "biaeed" materiat when il was
open minded.

Tise article presented mucis more
tisan information about tise Soviet
peace movement. It created an aware-
nese thtiseometising-CAN ho done by
ordinary people, wiseîier îbey be
Canadian or Russian, 10 protest some-
tising as controversial as tise arme race.

Corinne Yoisemae

Academic worth?
'm curious. Does anyone REALLY

betieve tisat raising tise enîrance re-
quiremnents will determine wiso is aca-
demicalty worthy(!) of a univereity
education?

Or je il more ikely tisat. given tise
pressure on tis econdary echool sys-
tem to advance ils stuydents, effort once
deemied wortisy of aM per cent mark
wilt suddenUy become a 70 per cent
mark? Sucis a response would ho natu-
rai but unfortunately would also have
tise effect of lowering tise "value" of a

Vamp on Camp

secondary scisool- education - tise
"value" of whcis is already tise subjec
of mucis discussion.'

'm also curious about tise impie-
mentation of quotas. Wisat wili deter-
mine who gets in, and who doesn't?
Will it be "firt-come, first served", or
.connections", or wiil tisere be a fair,
academicaiiy-based delermination?
Wisat about tise briltiant iig-scisool
student who decides at tise last moment
flot to eave home and go to Harvard?
Are we going to turn hlm or ber away
10 seek admission elsewhere? Tisat
would do wonders for tisis university's
academic standing!

If accesto university education must
be restricted, 1 agree that tise only fair
criteria for doing so are academnic ones.
But we're deiuding ourselves if we
think that by arbitrarily adjusting a
number, we can regulate tise quality of
students enîering university.

Tise answer, il seems, les in a re-
vamping of our public scisool system.,
so that il becomes more relevant to
students by preparing îisem for lfe as
well as furtber studies. Until then, I'm
going to enjoy watcising govemments
squirm as they tell tax-payers tisat tiseir
dollars spent on education bave flot
been enougis to qualify tiseir child
prodigy for a university education.

Martin Levenson

Defending refugee8l
In response 10 Bonnie Dearing's aile-

galions of misplaced motivation, 'l
wouid like 10 clarify my own position.
My personai invoivemnent witb tise
Student Refugee Support Comniittee
stems f rom tise conviction that action
speaks ouder than words.

Thse U of A ie a safe, microcosmic
forum wisere we, as tudents, can freeiy
criticize goverfiment, discuss iofty
ideale, or debate tise abilities of a pro-
fessor. This is flot aiways tise case
elsewisere.

During my brief placement as a vol-
unteer in Suriname, Souths America
earlier Ibis year 1 iearned of a student
leader who was detained, tortured, and
sisot witisout trial in December, 1962.
Anotiser was iucky enougis to fIee tise

country and seek refuge in tise Netiser-
lande wbere he bas continued b is
studies.

As one of almost 30,000 students on
tbis campus, tise scope of my individual
actions is iimited. But 1 can attempt t0
make a differenoe. This is wisy 1 am part
of tise Student Refugee Support
Committee.

Jennifer Hyndman

More refugees
As tise executive of tise Student

Refugee Support Committee, we
wouid like to oiiectiveiy address tise
misinformed commente of Ms. Bonny
Dearing in ber letter 10 tise 22 Sept.
editor Of tise Gateway ("Hope Mis-
placed").

Tise most blatant error in Ms. Dear-
ing's letter ie ber presumption tisat our
group wouid support illegal refugees
currently living in Canada. On tise con-
trary, our group intende 10 aid onty
those student refugees currentiy living
in refugee camps in tisird worid coun-
tries. Tisese people have been forced 10
flee their studies and their home coun-
tries - tise resuit of excessive instabit-
ity, violence, or persecution. Tisey bave
neyer advocated violence.

Anotiser error made in tise letter je
tise suggestion that"ff... tise refugees go
back 10 where they came from, gain
assistance from tiseir own governing
bodies, and returfi wien tise necessary
requirements are fulfilled.ff Firet, thse
refugee can flot return 10 his home


