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current Soviet policy. There is no mention
in Soviet history of the mass killings
carried out under Lenin’s and Stalin’s rules
or of power struggles within the Com-
munist party. The textbooks for history are
changed every two to four years, just as in

George Orwell's 1984, the Ministry of
Truth changes historical records to suit its
regime’s policies.

Since this subject has no logical
structure and its content changes, a student
has no way of knowing how well he's doing
and bad marks can be given arbitrarily, thus
providing the state with a powerful lever to
weed out undesirables. That is why the
demands of Polish students to abolish
compulsory courses_in Marxism are so
important. Marxism, as presented in Soviet
universities, is distorted beyond recogni-
tion. The development of Marx as a
philosopher is not studied and early Marx
is absolutely off limits. Only those parts of
Marx which the current regime finds useful
for its purposes are studied. Marx’s
statement that, "A censored press only
serves to demoralize. That greatest of vices,
hypocrisy, is inseparable from it”, would
never be seen in a textbook on Marx.
Students must also take “scientific” com-
munism and are required to pass an oral
final examination in this course before a
board of examiners who have before them
the student’s character report. The student
can never be certain he can pass this exam
unless he has shown he has been obedient
and conformist.

Free thinking in disciplines such as
history, philosophy, psychology, and law is
unheard of. Students in these disciplines
undeigo a rigorous selection process tor
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schizophrenia and that psychology is, as is
history, what the state says it is. The study
of Marxist and other philosophies has
gotten many Soviet philosophers into
trouble and into prison. At the technical
university O. Shmelyof was attending, a
philosophy professor who taught critical
thinking instead of passive acceptance was
fired in 1974 after several warnings from

unless they have obtained a Moscow
residence permit. Before July 1978, an
outsider had to be married for six months
to a Moscow citizen to obtain a residence
permit, but because of the influx of
outsiders who had arranged marriages of
convenience this period was increased to
three years. Soviet citizens are anxious to
live in Moscow, Leningrad, orKiev because
the standard of living in these cities is far
better than anywhere else in the Soviet
Union. These cities are artificial paradises,
by Soviet standards, not western standards,
which are created as showpieces for
foreigners and havens for the ad-
ministrative hierarchy. After a graduate’s
three year appointment is finished he can,
in theory, move where he wishes. When he
attempts to move, however, he has to
contend with a vicious circle of conditions
for moving. He cannot obtain a residence
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state’s grip on a graduate is not relin-
quished at graduation.

In the Soviet Union there is no open
market in housing; the factory or institu-
tion a graduate is assigned to work at
allocated housing. A person can live up to
twenty years in a dormitory while waiting
to get an apartment. References from the
Communist Party, the YCL, and the trade
union one belongs to have to be re-
submitted when applying for an apart-
ment. One’s professional performance and
social activity can speed up the application
process considerably. People living in
dormitories are given only temporary
residence permits and are dependent on
the good graces of the state to have the
permit renewed. If the permit isn't
renewed the person has no right to medical
service and can be arrested for not having a
residence permit.
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