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cause of > The -most fundamental-fearure of the
rts are Sovi1et systz-m as that it places its citizens in

ie army a situation where tbey are dependent on
o keeps' the state for their basic human needs,
e YCL freedom,- bousing, jobs, and in somte cases
offered food, This state of affaiis is able to
y refuse transform a person's psychological make
table. oa nd efface their humanity in a way

b as to aalogous ta Patricia Hearst's transforma-
ar on a tion wheri ber kidnappers-controlled her
-nt may basic buman needs. At least 2J milli-'

people were kîîled by Stalin's regime -
murders were nor invited from tbe

eitside. Tbe system existing in tbe Soviet
Union today is not so obviously brutal -
ir no longer kilîs people, it kilis whar
makes theni buman. A soviet citizen bas ta
lcarn tu suppress bis conscience and mind
and iubrnit ta the blueprint-tbe state bas
drawn for bim.

Students are pai d for obligatôry
summer work. This work is called building
detacbment assignment and is organized
by the YCL. Students are now allowed ta
work independently, but must. work in
groups wbose organization is based on the
YCL structure. Eacb group bas its own
political watch-dag wbo takes care of
,?sainwashing activities, makes sure tbat
sTdents donate ta variaus funds sucb as the
Vietnam and Chule funds and wbo
volunteers 'bis group of workers for f ree
Saturday labour. Tbis summer work

9longer kills people, it kills what
.A Soviet citizen must learn to

nce and mind an'd submit to mhe
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program is designed so that the srate's
contraI over student's mînds and behavior
is not slackSdduring the summer montbs.
There is a great variety of building
d*achmeènt jobs ranging f rom agricultural
and construction work ra jobs as veidors or
porters on trains. The money a student
earns for bis two monrbs of summer work
varies from 100 ta 1500 rubles. Another

tyeof sumrmer work is 'Communisr'
building derachment work done by unpaîd
volunteers wbo hope ta put god marks on
their record wbich will be nefit tem in
their cireers. A good record is of great
importance ta students of law, or foreign
relations; in these disciplines the Coin-
munist part is only interested in students
who bave shown they are atcbdta the
part/ 'ouppet strings.1

th-e s ickiý
Academic freèdotn is curtailed as

much as personal f reedom'-in Sovilet
universities. Once a student chooses bis
profession al bis courses are prescribed;
there isno choice of courses or professors.
Every studént must take courses in the
history of the Communist party, Marxist
philosophy, Marxist political economnyï and
.1scientific" communism. Soviet bistory, as
presented in textbooks, is merely a chain of
events chosen from Soviet bistory ta suit
current Soviet policy. There is no mention
in Soviet bistory of the mass kilings
carried out under Lenin's and Stalin's rules
or of power struggles within the Com-
munist party. The textbooks for history are
change every two ta four years, just as i
George Orwell's 1984, the Minîstry of
Truth changes historical records to suit its
regimes policies.

Since this subject bas no logical
structure and its content changes, a student
bas no way of knowing how Weil be's doing
and bad marks can be given arbitrarily, thus
providing tbe state wirb a powerful lever ta
weed out undesirables, Tbat is wby the
demands of Polish students ta abolisb
compulsory courses,. in -Marxism are so
important. Marxism, as presented in Soviet
universities, is distorted beyond recogni-
tion. The development of Marx as a
philosopher is not studied and early Marx
is absolutely off limits. Only those parts of
Marx whicb the current regime finds useful
for its purposes are studied. Marx's
statement tbat, "A censored press only
serves ta demoralize. Tbat greatest of vices,
hypocrisy, is inseparable from it', would
neyer be seen in a textbook -on Marx.
Students must also take "scientific" com-
munistu and are required ta pass an oral
final examînation in this course before a
board of examiners who bave before- them
the student's character report. The student
can neyer be certain be can pass this exam
unless be bas sbown he bas been obedient
and conformist.'

Free thinking in disciplines sucb as
h istory, pbilosopby, psycbology, anid law is
unheard of. Students in these disciplines
undeigp a rigorous selection process toi
many of tbem will eventually man the
Soviet propaganda machine 'and ad-
ministration. Applicants ta law schools and
foreign relations scbool are often selected
on a family basis - a fact Weil known
among Soviet students. At law scbool rnany
students are weeded out during studies s0
only those who bave proved themselves ta
be absolute con formists and have good~
academic standing continue ta the end of
their studies. For tbe most part, a Soviet
lawyer is raId what ta tik-and how ta
tbink. A Soviet lawyer must learn ta
rolerare Article 77 of thbe Soviet perlai code
wbich allows for the prolongation of
prison terms and the execurion of
prisoners without gny 1l'egal procedure. He
also learns te rolerate show trials and the
fabricated charges the state uses ta rid irself
of dissidents or anyone it disapproves tf.
Soviet psychiatrîsts, if tbey wîsh ta get
anywhere, must accept witbout questions
that anti-Soviet activity is a formn of
scbizopbrenîa and that psycholpgy is, as is
bistory, wbat the state says it is., The study
of Marxist and other philosophies bas
gotten many Soviet pbilosophers inro
trouble and into prison. At the tecbnical
unîversiry O. Sbmelyof was attending, -a
philosopby professor wbo taugbt critical
tbinking instead of passive acceptance was
fired- in 1974 after several warnings f rom
tbe university's administration. During
previaus -regimes state inrerference in
academic af fairs reacb even bigber levels of
absurdiry. Under Stalin's reign a famous
biologist, Vavilov, was murdered for
holding views on biology that Stalin
disagreed witb. The study of cybernetics
during Stalin's time was disapproved of
and scientists conducting researcb on it
were dismissed and even imprisoned. At
the same time the Americans were using
cybernetics durin the Korean war ta

copuerze rom sights. Sbortly after
Stli'sreign the ban on cybernets was
lifted but the imprisoned scientists were
not released. At present, bowever, research
in tbe sciences is not interfered witb
directly, yet ail researcb scientists know

tbey have to partauip-se ini brai-w"hi
sessions, join the Commui p,In
partake in its actîvities, and do comnpulsory
agricultural work ta be able to continue
witb their research work.

Af ter graduating a studetas ta work
for three years at a job the state appoints
hlm ta before lie is allowed ta apply for
work elsewbere. Moscow citizens are
appointed ta jobs ini Moscow and graduates
from outside Moscow can be sent anywhere
unless tbey have obtained a Moscow
residence permit. Before July 1978, an
outsider had ta be married for six months
ta a Moscow citizen ta obtain a residence
permit, but because o f the influx of
outsiders wbo had arranged marriages of
convenience this period was increased ta
tbree years Soviet citizens are anxious ta
live in Moscow, Leningrad, orKiev becausethe standard of living in these cities is fat
better than anywbere else ini the Soviet
Union. These cities are artificial paradises,
by Soviet standards, not western standards,
which are created as showpieces for
foreigners and havens ,'for the ad-
mini strative hierarchy. Af ter a graduate's
rhree year appointment is finiiahed he caus,
in tbeory, move where lie wishes, Wben lie
atrempts ta move, however, he .bas to
contend with a vicious circle of conditions
for moving. He cannot obtain a reseçence
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