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Toronto defends censorship to win debates
Osgoode Hall Law School swept

the board at last weekend's West-
ern International Debates.

Brian Bucknall and Frank Man-
tello of the Osgoode team from
Toronto won ail five debates in
the round-robin tournament quai-
ifying them for the final debate
against runners-up Allan Sehes-
tedt and Jeff Minckler of the Uni-
versity of Montana.

This debate, "Resolved: This
House Prefers Pornography to
Censorshîp", was closely contest-
ed, with Osgoode Hall winning.

Sehestedt of the Montana team,
supporting the affirmative of the
resolution, based his argument on
the heliefs that censorship is un-
necessary because by today's
standards nothing is shocking to
the indîvidual, undesirable be-
cause it restricts art forms and

personal liberty in choosing what
you wish to read or watch, and
quite ineffective.

He contended pornography is
desirable because it acts as a re-
lease for perverted people, pre-
sents a realistie picture of the
world, and makes the public more
callous to obscenity.

Bucknall, first speaker for the
negative, agreed with Montana
that censorship is ineffective.
"However," he added, "censor-
ship is not intended to work. Rath-
er, it defines pornography for
without censorship you cannot
know what pornography is." Cen-
sorship serves as a standard by
which we can evaluate what is,
or is not obscene.

Minckler of Montana defended
bis colleague's position by saying
he did not deny the value of cen-

sorshîp, nor the fact that it exists.
But, he said, the question of the
debate is which is preferable, por-
nography or censorship. He said
he must uphold the position that
pornography is the preferable.

Mantello of the Osgoode team
stated that the affirmative had
evaded the central issue.

"AIl our society wants," he said,
"is to classify obscenity. Censor-
ship is the means of doing this."

During the rebuttal period both
teams re-defined their position
and accused the other side of hav-
ing missed the point entirely.

Calîs of "Yankee go home!"
greeted Sehestedt of Montana
when he thanked U of A hosts
Ken and Judy Swan "for the priv-
ilege of debating in Canada, Amer-
ica's fifty-first state."

After a brief question period

Professor D. T. Anderson, law
faculty at U of A, said there was
little difference between the two
teams. However, he said, as the
purpose of a debate is to persuade,
the judges had decided ta award
first place ta the negative team for
a well presented, subtle argument.

University president Walter H.
Johns presented the winner's tro-
phy ta Osgoode Hall.

The University of Saskatchewan
tied for second place with Mon-
tana. Bath won four debates and
lost one, but on total points U of S
placed behind Montana.

U of A's affirmative team won
three and lost two; the negative
team lost four out of five.

"However," said Ken Swan, "U
of A had no intention of winning.
The ground rules stated they
couldn't win."

One thing's for sure, most of these people don't. In fact, most of them probably
don't even know what a Gatewai, is. Our staf fers are just run-of-the-mill students,
kooks, perverts and meirdos. Why flot jorn the 3olly band? We ueed people who are
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w or s or T h G te a v We are specially interested in people who would like to corne up to the office,o rk s or ~a e w aylearn a trade, and corne back next year for more of the same.
Drop around to The Gateway offices, 282, Students' Union Building, and sign up

now. Harvey Thomgirt wants YOU!


