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T HE S I G 0F. THE WMAFLE
W0malm Whlo WorwyTHIS must lie an age of anguish, for themagazines and newspapers are full of ad-

vice nat to worry, and most of this advice
is addressed to women. Truly we are an

advised sex and if there exists a woman wlio is not
good and happy, she cannot plead that she lias not
been advised as to how ta reacli shining heiglits of
integrity and joy. Man pauses between drinks (no-
thing more serious than apollinaris suggested) ta,
pen a tlioughltful paragrapli as to the faults and
faibles of the sisterliood, witli a "tbey-can't-say-I-
liaven't-warned-tliem"ý expression.

This time, it is Mr. Edwin Markbam who lias
taken an hour ta, dictate a cheerful article ýon
"Women Whio Worry." Some years ago, Mr. Mark-
liam achieved a month or so af famne b ywriting
a poem on Millet's mournful picture, "The M an
With the Hoe," anid certainly there was nothing in
the Markham verses ta cause anything but a tired
feeling. In fact, lie was so utterly pessimistic about
the persan with the agricultural implement that a
New York paper arase in its miglit and offered a
glittering cheque ta anyane who would write a
satisfactary reply ta .the Markham effort and set
forth the j'oys whicli flow fram the perspiration of
bonest toil.

That mood lias passed, however, and Mr. Mark-
liam is now in a frame af mind ta declare that
every'womnan should be ait rest and enjay lu e, if she
would only look upon this world as' a mere experi-
ment, or place of initiation. Among other short-
comings, woman's fashion of Iooking backward and
bemaoaning past blunders and griefs is lield up by
way of disapproval. "Looking bacwar, "says this
philosopher, "brouglit severe punishment on two
widely different ladies af aid-on Eurydice and on
Lot's wif e. Tbese allegories, making t he backward-
lookers statianary forever, are suggestive." If Mr.
Edwin Markliam lived in Toronto, lie'd lie
"a-scared" ta caîl Lot's wife an "allegory," for Mr.
S. HI. Blake and Rev. Elmore Harris would have
'hlm in the evening papers in no time and lie would
have to hurry ta a rest cure,

Somec of Mnl. 'Markham's advice is excellent but
a few of his bits of wisdomn are not ta lie taken
literally. For instance, wlien lic tells the warried
wanman: "Slip away for ten minutes, and tranguilly
picture yaur wark liefare youir mind's eye as a
triuimpliant and completed wbole," the feminine
reader is tempted ta smile. Suppose the difficult
monment camnes wlien she is busy with mayonnaise
dressing-not the boiled. stuif which too many
Canadian womnen caîl mayonnaise, but tbe "«really
truly» dressing sucli as tliey make down South!
If the olive ail and the yolk af egg simply won't
unite amiably but show a certain incampatibulity ai
temper, how mnucli good will it do ta slip away into
the silence and picture that mayonnaise dressing
as a tniumpliant whole? Indeed, Mr. Markhamn, it
is sometimes much better ta remain with the wonlc
and begin all airer again.

The writer gives -us a f ew instances af women
who have attained an enviable serenity by dwelling
upon Lofty Thouglits. There is a lovely yarn about
a noble creature who was aniong those~ resent
cAlrinçy thie qnti «Prncic« &ýrho of T06 "S5he

classes it with al<5ohol as an enemy of the humain
race. "The two greatest afflictions of the present
day humanity are alcohol and the corset. . .. What
is to be done, then, to remedy these evils, to com-
bat these afflictions? The answer is simple. The
law must take a hand in it. Alcoholism is already
being' attacked from different directions. The
corset mlustý be next on the list for extermination.
..If the goverluments of ail countries would begin

and keep up a figlit against alcoholism and the
corset these afflictions soon would cease to ravage
the humain race."

So writes an editor in our own enlightened
country and lie appears to lie entirely sober and
serious in bis crusade. Horrible thought! Per-
chance lie is a masculine Carnie Nation who con-
templates a trip to Toronto on *a glad bargain day
when certain goods are marked down. He may
cherish -the design of swooping upon the cauniters
and destroying the fatal garments according to the
metbods which Mrs. Nation lias made famous.
Tliink of tliis foe to tlie "Royal Worcester" and tlie
"Bon Ton," reducing a counter of these attractive
makes to, shreds ând patches 1 But no woman need
fear tliat our Canadian law-makers will stoop to
interfere witb feminine fasliions. They have larger
affairs to, deal witli and are too absorbed in Trans-

"Solveig " in "Peer Gynt, " at the
Princess Theatre. Toronto.

Ottawa, in the Legisiative Assembly of Ontario
shamrock is the badge on the Seventeenth of Mv
and the health of St. Patrick is drunk by ail
love the Green Isle, while Tom Moore is qt
by Ulster and Connaught alike.

The women of Irish descent sliare in the gel
observance of the day and many a St. Patr
party, aglow with shamrocks and liarps of
bears evidence of the loyalty of the Daugite,
Erin. But there is one feature to be condemne
the name of both loyalty and respectabulity,
tliat is tbe vulgar gorilla-like post-cards wliich
tain vendors put on the market. That sort of
should be "boycotted" by aIl those who obje(
disgusting caricature. Most of it comes f rom
other side" where the Irishi bave been s0
represented in art and music tliat tlie Hiber
societies of New York have revolted agalinst
hideous cartoons and comic sangs.

1The pràfessed "funny" weeklies naturally1
a business of -caricaturinz ail nations; ln.
souvenir is a different matter and sliould hia
toucli of the dainty or poetic in keeping wit'
name and purpose. No country bas a more roi
tic stary than the land, "with a tear and a
in lier eye," and wlien an Irish-Canadian se
Hihernian post-card disfigured by a revolting c
tenance, alleged ta lie Irishi, tlie beliolder feels
taking a shillalali to, the vulgarian wlio designe(
atrocity.,

Jew. aa 1e
141E have an.assured way of referring to thi

an age wlien superstitions are dying f;
that is, your superstitions. Mine are belief
îdeas, but yours are not always to lie dignifie
sucli a word.

"I'm not at ail superstitious," remarked a
woman wlio would not liesitate ta undertake a:
ney or a new venture on a Friday, "but samne
I don't like to wear an apal.">

"It's pretier than any other stane" sai
friend, xvho sitnply wotild niot sit down ta a di
of thirteen guests. "I have two opal rings
want a bracelet with opals."

",But aren't you afraid of sometliing bar
ing ?" said the first woman.

"Not a bit-except of not having more op~
The birthday ring fancy is a pretty one and

been fairly adopted in modemn fashions. M
owns the bloodstone, that sturdy dark 9
«pebble," witli a tiny blotcli of scarlet, whic
suppvsed to bestow courage and fortituide or,
cliild who is born in thie blustery month of the ,
To April belongs the diarnond, which seems a?
too splendid a' jewel for the montb. which
knows ýits awn fiuckle mind and is cloud and
shine within the same hour. CANADIENI'

Laymen's Missionary Congri
CONCLUDED FROM PAGE ii

lets, tlius describe the movement of the Conil
"The Committee desire ta eniplrasise the~

that the Laymeis Missianary Movemeint i5
, inspiration,' not an administration. It collc
maney; it disburses no maney; it neither sc
trains nor sends out missionaries; but itsai
to act as an inspiring impulse ta a more gel
support of missianary endeavour by every Ia
and ta einlist his active co-operation in this
in bis own parisli."

Thiis brief article is intended ta deal priff
with the coming notewortliy Cangress, flot att
ing to compreliend the mnanifold phases of the%
ment itself, nor the work it lias accainplishe

Those who attend the great Congress in 9
Hall will bear addresses by Bishop Thbr
Ind!ia: Mr- Rnhert F qnier N.-w Vork,


