
CANADIAN COURI1ER

REFLEC TIONS
C ANADIANS should be careful not to isuniderstand the atitude

of Australia and New Zealand in regard to Naval Defence.
Dreadnoughtismn lias not taken possession of these sister colonies to
the extent that a few over-enthusiastic Imperialists would have us
believe. Some of the despatches have been most misleading. At
times we have been led to believe that the two governmrents had wired
orders to London to lay the keels for Southern Cross Lfrefdnoug4Ls,
to lie presented to the British Government as soon as completed. The
truth is that their attitude is mucli the saine as Canada's. They are
willing to help the Empire in every reasonable way; they are willing
to co-operate with the British naval authorities in a deliberate and
justifiable manner; but they refuse to be stampeded 'hy sudden British
notions whichi are more or less political and more or less ephemeral.

iLONEL FOXTON, Australia's delegate to
conference, lias sailed for London. It wil
he will support Canada's contention that t

shouild take the form of colonial defence,
xilonial coaling stations. He will probably
these auxiliary colonial fleets shall be consi
eneral imperial hunes, so as to make imperial

find that Canada lias made permanent contributions of exception2
value.

B) EFORE 1902, it was thought by Imrperialists that the colonie
would contribute money and men and Great Britain would d

the defending. Canada's attitude at the Colonial Conference of tha
year proved that this scheme was practically impossible. The seli
governing colonies were not willing to be considered dependents look<
ing entirely to Great Britain for direction and protection. The
desired to -be considered self-sustaining nations in alliance with th
Motherland. Tt was Canada's premier who in i902 spoke of th
British Empire as "a galaxy of independent nations." He did nc
invent the idea, but lie made the phrase. The idea was ini the air, an
hie translated it into words.

The enthusiastic Imperi al-Federationists of the day were diE
mayed. They feared it meant 'independence or separation. The.
have, however, gradually learned that it does not nlecessarily învolv
either. The affection for the Motherland, the willingness to sa.drific
something in the common cause is as great to-day as ever. Colonih
nationalism is not incompatible with Imperiaîism, though it ha
destroyed the' hope of an Imperial Federation with Great Britain a

Eî
shed a remarkable book, written by
ndent of the Morning Post who spent th
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