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sueli capecities, lie lied not atteined to
greater comfort, the anewer was Simple.
Witham had no oney, and the seasons
had fouglit against hlm. Ilse had doue
his uttermost with the ineans et bis
disposai, and now lie kuew he was
beaten.

A doleful wind mnoaned about the
lonely building and set tHe roof sliingles
rattling overbead. Now and then the
stove crackled, or the lamp flickereJ,
and any one unused to the prairie wuuld
have f elt the littie log-housie very deso-
late and lonely. There was no other
human habitation within a league, oilly
a gvreat waste of whitened grass re-
lie,ed about the homestead by the raw
cloda of the f ail ploughing; for, while
bis scattered neiglibours, for the most
part, put theïr trust in liorses and et-
tle, Witham had been among the first
to realize the epacities of tInt land as
a wheat-growing country.

,Now, clad in well-worn jean trousers
and an old deerskin jacket, lie looked
down at Vhe bundle of documents on
bis knee, aecounts unpaid, a banker's
intijmation that nu more cheques would
be honoured, and a mortgage deed. They
were not pl easant reading, and ithe man's
face elouded as lie pencilled notes on
soixie of them, but there was nu weak-
nesa or futile protest in it. Defeat was
plain between the Unes of ail lie rend,
but lie was going on stuhbornly until
thie struggle was ended, as uthers of his
kind lad done, tliere at the western lirait
of tlie furrows of tlie ploughi and in the
great province furtlier east which is une
of thie wor1d's granaries. They went
under and were forgotten, but they
slowed the way, and while their guer-
don was usually six feet of prairie soil,
the wlieatflelds, milis, anid railroads,
came, for 4V is written plainily on thie
new North-West thnt no man may ]ive
a nd labour for himself alune, and there
are mnuy wlio, reali7ing it, instiuetively
asic very little, and freely give their lest
for Vhe lanid tInt but indifferently sIel-
ters tlem.

Presently, ibowever, there was a knock-
ig at the door, and though this was

most unuhsiJal, Witharm only quietly
moived bis li'ead wlien a bitter blast came
in, and a. man wrapped iu furs stood in
the ope$31g.
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JI Once you
try them, Once YOUrget the Maple Bud Flavor-

that rich, creamy, chocolate Ulvor-
you always remember it. Nothing else

seemns quite so good. And is it sny wonder?
Maple Buds are nothing but the best chocolate,

pure milk and sugar, ground and rolled to make
them smooth and velvety. That's why they'te
delicious :that's why they're wholesgome.

B3ut Remember

They're not Maple Buds
unless tliey're Cowan' s

The Çowan
TOR(

BANK1

Limited


