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nocked, bullied, andi after some considerable tixne in gau-Il they
-ivere, acquitted and released. The clergy protestcd, and wrote
to the Governrnent t:, re-arrest and punishi theni without trial or
formiai accusation. They complained that tijis release "only
incea,,sed the people's respect and admiration for the sectarians."
The people mighit also, think tliat the governor hiniself 'as won
over to, the Stundist belief.

After a decided faïlure in a mission for the conversion of
this people, the civil authorities were strongly recommiended to
iluarter soldiers as spies in the private, homnes of ail who wvere
suspected of reading the Bible or eng-aging, in sccrct w'orship.
They also advised that Nvithout, trial or aczusation ail Stundist
preachiers, be relcgated to the Siberian mines. These suggerstin
were backed up Iby inost cunning charges. Thle governinent
,could not afforci tu overlook thenm.

Nuimerous arrests were made; but thelacursreuny

acquitted the accused, an 1. after some painful disclosures of
priestly " ways that are dlarkz," the churchi fathers fell back on
an old law agrainst hieretics. The Stundists wvere, then sent to
nionasteries for the purpose of «"doing penance." The(,, least pain-
fui features of this winning mode wvere the pangs of hunger,
intensified by the endless harangues oif ionks delegated to con-
vert thiem. Did they succeed ? We need not a«,sk.

T hîe, Sectarians ineanwhile, Nv ce as zealous in hiimanizin
the, fallen of their cominunities, as their brethiren "doing l)en-
alice" -%ere unswerving in Ioyalty and faith. The many miracu-
lui conversions, thecir zeal in grood Nworks only served to stimu-
late aind double the efforts of the clergy to rout ont the " infection."
Thie Stundists petitioned the civil authorities for the righit to
think, read, and worship in tijeir own quiet w'y TlheX, w'ere
inet with a deaf ear and a cruel hand.

Thie. Russian laws are most arbitrziry. For swindlers and
inurderers trial by jury exists, but not so for such qluestionable

characters as- those, w-ho love the hour of prayer and Bible
reading. A stroke of the pieu by the Minister of the Interior
is Sufficient, to secure in solitary "'pre-iiinary detention " for
years their religyions or political victims. There is no habeaes
co-rpvn.,. Frequent]y an order to exi[e is issued without the Ieast
investi IIation.


