
«w@w- . T H E e-

CANADIAN PIIILATELIC MAGAZINE
OEVOTED TO STAMP COLLECTING

JANUJARY, 1897. No. il.

WHAT WE SHOULD COLLECT.

During an experience as a collector and
dealer, of o%-er twenty-flve years ; 1 hiave
seen niany changes in the wvay or style or
manner wvhich you miay please to ascribe
it, of collecting and classifying the stamps
of the wvorld.

In a short retrospect 1 will try to give
as full a list of the rise of phila-elic periods
as possible and afterwards tell you how I
should col ect if 1 wvere to start agaiin.
Many years ago sa), twenty-flve, whien
there werc no sucli thirtg as price cata-
logues, nor yet such a thing as a descr;p
ti %e catalogue o* the wvorld, stamps %%ere
collected a1together as curiotîs works of
art, mil), one of the .,aie desIgn, or niay-
be oohîr lieing desired. and thiese wvere
,well and securely glued (to sray) on the
pages of sorne lit cket nocte boik, or s-ne-
titules put in a p:ýctu-e cral) book. 1'here
were %-ery fewv stampl albuins made in
Anierica at that time, and it %vas 'very
seldoni tliat iEurppean aibu is -. ç,liI .Is

or even Olapens we're set-n.
At that ie the -,taij' c 1leccuing %%or'd

knowv o i1v the staini as a cti iosi y of
deigrn, anxd bcyond ilhat thlev dici fot
care to <:one, b( ing wç Il satisfit-d %vith
the kovcIeth.«t thicl vas plenty of
v.trietics (5000c to 6ooo potage an-d
revenuie btin-g in existence at that tinie)
to keep up a greed or ambuition 'vithout
ýoffkincg for sucli as tints, papers, water-
mark-;, peifoiatol% etc., etc. At tliat
tinie such stamps as ti e 1857 andi the
1858 (pexforatcd, 6d Canada m'ere of the

sarme value (on sheets at r or Ico cents
according to liberality of the party who
had them uip for sale, but neýer more).
It 'vas about, or mna)be shortly aCter this
that the fit-st idea and commrenct nient of
specialibnm origina-ed, it hiad its leginining
by some three or four dealer ct)oiii in
the United States conflning thenselves
only to the stamps of the United S-t.-tes,
both postage and revenue ; suchi names
as Sterling, AMains, Boyntan, etc. niay
be nîentioned as soine of the l)iolieers in
the great field oif.specialibim. Sorte little
wvhile aCter the United -States speciali ;m
broke out an albu;m for onl\ one aet
of cach denoînination isbued, independmnt
of perforatiuns (tc. (etc., a puit on the
mnlarket, whicli. .1it igh cal ied the con-
ni-sense(- album, mas the opening up, tif
v'auiety in its nmany brîanches. Sin< e il

somnewhat aroused the curiobity of even
the humblest coilector %%iv î~ su.h things
shouid exist and still no pilace fir thlmu
in the album.

At i.s period (say 1876- t1878) ,uch a.
tluing as I)riL.in,» a stunil) at one dullar
91 bi' ili irx s Luaku mm il, a.s eaul lie scen bvN

et riung tii a t*e%% <ld price Iibts di hb
i tllilck it W-'. il 1880i thiat Illebani r
speciaisni tit-st sitick Canada, il m a
veaIr a1 Mr. - of Quei-c. ili a ii-t
of bis Catialimn duplicatc.s inNcii leI

showed sdeperforation lialrs aind
so forth, whlich w.as -urpriing in t1icir
nurnbet- and distictness, as a's.. tlie pr i e
of smiie. Thiis cér(.iar wvas te.ully tuie
starter, as it ,t-re, of the idea in Canada,
and whici bias bee': ablely added to by
niany larger iists and cat.ul agues of the
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