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AMICABLE DISCUSSION.
Coutinucd.
ON UNITY.

Tt would have been casy forme to lengthen these
juotations, by adding what has been wrilte.. upon
1his subject, during the first five ages by ‘Certullian,
Clement of Alexandria, Origen, Firmilian of Ce-
sarea, Theophilus of Antioch, Lactantius, Euscbi-
us, Ambrose &c and after somany illustrious tes-
timonies, thedecisions of the bishops united in a
body in the particular councils of Elvira, in 805;
of Arles, in 814; of Gavgres, towards 860; of Sa-
ragossa, 818; of Carthige 398; of Turin, 899; of
'Toledo, 400; of Constaptinople, 881; of Ephesus,
431; of Chalcedon, 51, I prefer calling your at-
tention to authorities, which, for being more mo-
dern, will not on that account, perhaps appear less
strong in your cyes, and no doubt will astonish you
ths-more. : 5

The confession of Augsburgh [Arf. 73: “ We
teach that this one holy Church will cxist always.
For truc unity of the  Church, it suffices to agree,
in the doetrine ofthe gospel and the administra-
tion of the sacraments, as St. Paul said, one faith,
one baptism, ounc God, ‘the Father of all.”

The Catechismof Geneva (Sunday XVI), teach-
as that, ¢ Noone can obtain the pardon of his sins,
1nless ho be first incorporated in the people of God
and persevere in the communion of the body of'
Christ —Thus thereforothere would be nothing but
damnation and death for him who is out of the
Church,——VYes, without doubt, ali those who
separate from {he communion of the fithful, to
form a separate sect, must never expect salvn-'
tion as long as they remainin that state of separa-
tion.”?

"The HJvofinTonfession (Art 12,) speaking of '
the assemblies held by the faithful in all times since

~the apostles, adds: ¢ All those who despise them
and scparate from them despise the truc religion,
and should be urged by the pastorsand godly
llximgl’s’tralcs 13t to persist obstinately in their sepa-
on. ot
The Gallican Confession {Axt, 16); « We be-
lieve thatno oneis permitted to withdraw from the
assemblics of worship, but that all ought to main-
tain the unity of the Church;—and that whoerer
strays from it, resists the order of God.» '
The 18th Article of ‘the Engﬁsb conv(;cation
:]382’ teachesthe same docirine almost inthe sam;

+ ‘The Scotch confession (Art. 27);" <t W firmly
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believe that the Church is one.—~We utterly detest
the blasphemies of those who pretend that all men,
by following cquily and justice, whatever religion
they otherwise profess, shall be saved. TFor
without Christ, there is nether life nor Salvation.”’

The Belgic confession: ¢ Wo believe and: con-
fess ono only Catholir; Church.—Whoever forsakes
this true Church, manifestly revolts against the or-
dinance of God.”

The Saxon confession (Art. 12); < Risa great
consalation for usto know that there are no inherit-
ors of eternal life except in the assembly of the
clect, according to that, whom %e has predestinat-
¢d, them hashe called.” .

The Bohemian confession (Ast. 8); ¢ ¥We bave
been taught that all ought to keep the unity of the
Church.—; that no one should introduce sects or
excite sedition, but that every one should prove
himselfatrie memberof the Caurch inthe hond
of peace 2nd in unapimity of sentiment,” How.
strange and deplorable was the blindness of these
men, not to have known how {0 apply these prin-
ciples to the time that preceded the preaching of
Luther' "Whatwas so true, when they drew up
theif confessions of faith, was equally so, no doubt,
atthat {ime, ’

Even Calvin teaghes ¢ that {o forsake the clhurch
is to deny Jesus Christ: that we must be greatly
upon our guard against so criminal separation——-.
thiat 2 more atrocious crime cannot be imagiced,
than that of violaling by a perfidiaus sacrilege, the
covenant which the only Son of God has deigned
tocontract withus.”” Unhappy man! Whata sen-
tence has escaped his mouth. He wisl for ever be
bis awncondemnation,

In 1680, Henchman, bishop of Londen, wisking
1o shew the dissenters the necessity of cucing their
schism, thought he sheuld mare effectually ac-
complish his object, ifthe Calvinistic ministers
from withow would join their voices with his: he
wrole to M. Claude andto M. de PAngle, minis-
ters of Charenton, and to M. Ie Xayne, professor
of divinity at Leyden. theyall three entered into
bis views and gave their opinion jo writing, De
PAngle cets forth ¢ that all those, who, from ha-
tred to the episcopacy, forsake the established
Churcb, were guilty of a very great crime; for
schism (saidhe) is the niost terrible calamity than

———

tho procedure of those who form a separate party
avoid the assemblies of the Githful, and withdraw
themselves from your authorty, ®uch conduct
cvidently amourts 10 a pesitive schism, a:erime de-
testable in itself and abominable bofore .God: and
man; those who incur its guilt, cither by being 1ts
first promoters, or the supporters of it in others.
must expect to-yender a terrible account at the
great day of judgment.’” And yet, neither Claude
nor de I’ Angle, nor-Henchman, had any notion ot
applying to themselves and-their predecessors thae
well founded threat, they.so emphatically beld out
against the Galvinists of England ! ¢! .
¥have under my eye many more passages iu
which Melancthon, Peter Martyr, Gerhard, du
Plessis, &c.and before them-John Huss, teach the
samedoctrine.  X.turn them aside, to bring before
you.some of the most distinguished divines of you: ,
own Church. James.L the sccond. supreme go-.
vernor in spirituals, aod bis theologian, Cassaubon,
in their reply to the Carding! du Rerron, acknow-
ledge in plain terms, <¢.{hat thore is.nobope fur
salvation for those who arescparated from the Ca-
tholic Church, .or from its commaunion.® ¢ Tuuch-
ing thosin of dividing the Church,’ says Dr. Goou-
man, ¢ that it is ef the deepest dye and greatest
guilt, ¥ suppose we shall easily agree; for indecu
no body can we}l doubt of that, who considers what
care our Saviour tack to prevent it,what pains hetook
with his apostles that they might bo thoroughly in-
structed and not differ in tho delivery of his mind
to the, world, and with what oxtraordinary ardous
he prayed for thom upon this very account. John 13
11, And the Apostles themselves answered  thew
master’s care with their owa diligence.aud circum-
spection. He that ubscrves how industrious they
were to resistall begiunings of Schism iz every
Cliurch, to keal all Lreaches, and to take away als
occasions of division, fo unite all hearts and ye-
concilo all minds, Ifow they taught people to.de
'(cst this distemper as the bane of Christianity,
charging them to use the greatest caution, againsi
it, to markand avuid all these mew, that inclingd
that way, aspersons-of a contagious breath anfl
infectivos society. 'What wodious namcs they gise
it, as Carnalily, the work of fheflesh, and of 1

Devil: He, 1say, that observes all this, cannot bu.
Le apprehensivo of the greatness of this sin.  Bu.

can befall the Church.” Claude exhosts the Enp- I'xc_ih:;,{ shall trace the sense 9@!2. Church a little
glish dissenfers to consider, ¢ whether their system | farther, will fiud the Primitive Cbristians baviag
1s not in ditect contradiction 20 thespirit of Chris-j{in such detestation,. tLat they thought it equal to sl

tianity, which ig a spirit of union, ofsocial and fra-

most notorious Idolatry, Murder,.and Sacriledge.*

fernal inlercourse, and never a gpisit of division.— This writer had dceply studied the sacred . volumo

My Lord (continucs.he,) Ihave not

!ple in having recourse to violent remedies against

the least séru-]{nod had caught (ke epirit _of, prifoitive’"{radition.

Ohthat the Parliament of 1553 Lad imade (3¢ same



