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THE CATHOLIC RECORD

CHATS WITH YOUNG MEN

THE PLEASURE AND PROFIT OF
READING

Carlyle has said that a collection of
books is ® university. What a pity that
the thonsands of ambitious, energetic
men who missed their opportunities for
an education at the school age, and feel
crippled by their loss, fail to catch the
significance of this, fail to realize the
tromendous cumulative possibilities of

that great life-improver, that admirable
substitute for s college or university
oducation — reading. Many of the
world’s most eminent men acquired an
excellent education mainly by reading.
Franklin, the printer's devil, by self- |
effort, sell-discipline, self-schooling, |
educated himself so well that the extent
of his knowledge surprised the haughty
English lords and the incredulous French |
seientists and authors,

Lineoln, who, to use his own phrase,
had possibly s year's schooling * by
littles,” is a conspicuous example of
self-education through reading, even
with very few books, amid the most |
primitive conditions and with no inspir-
ing associates.

Eliku Bueritt, working all day in a
blacksmith's shop, had little opportun-
ity for education, yet through his in-
dustry and love of reading and study he
pecame one of the greatest linguists in
the world, and won for himself the honor-
able sobriquet of *the learned black
smith.,” Speaking of Burritt's nrofound
learning, Edward Everett said, * It is
enough to make one who has had good
opportunities for education hang his
head in shame.”

The trouble with many of those who
lack early opportunities and many
others who see no chance for a college
course, and say they have no opportun-
ity for self-improvement, is that if they
ean not set aside several years for
schooling or college, they think it is of
no use to try to educate themselves.
They do not realize the wealth that
exists in spare moments—what can be
accomplished in them, the opportunities
they offer for repairing the loss of a col-
lege education. Even ten or fifteen
minutes spent each day in concentrating
the mind in thinking, in reading with a
purpose, will enlarge your mental capp-
city and add to your knowledge to an
extent of which you have no conception.
At the end of the year you will see the
change in yourself.

I know a man who went to school only
a few months during his life, but who is
one of the best informed men I have
ever met. The very consciousness that
he lacked the advantages of an early
education spurred him on to make up
for the deficiency in other ways. By
reading in his spare moments he has
absorbed an amount of information that
surprises peopie who kuow him. His
knowledge on many subjects, such as
history, astronomy, geology, political
economy, psychology, is so great that
most people take him for a college
graduate.

It is really wonderful how much can
be gained by improving olds and ends
of time in keen, analytical observing,
thinking, reading, studying. Think of
the untold wealth locked up in the spare
moments and long winter evenings of
every life. It is possible to pick up an
education in the odds and ends of time
which most people throw away.

If those who have been deprived of a
college education would only make up
their minds to get a substitute for it,
they would be amazed to see what even
the evenings of a few weeks devoted
conscientiously to the college studies
would aceomplish.

When a noted literary man was asked
how he managed to accomplish so much
with so little friction or apparent effort,
he replied, * By organizing my time.
To every hour its appointed task or
duty, with no overlapping or infringe-
ments."”

There is a great deal of time wasted
even in the busiest lives, which, if
properly organized, might be used to
advantage.

What would a business man accom-
plish if he did not attend to important
matters until he had time that was not
needed for anything else? The good
business man goes to his oflice in the
morning and plunges right into the im-
portant work of the day. He kunows
perfectly well that if he attends to all
the outside matters, all the details and
little things that come up, sees every-
body that wants to see him, and answers
all the questions qeople want to ask,

that it will be time to close his oflice |

before he gets to his main business,

Most of us manage somehow to find |

time for the things we love. If one is
hungry for knowledge, if one yearns for
self-improvement, if one has a taste for
ding, he will make the opportunity
tisfy his desires,

Think of young Abe Lincoln being so
busy that he could not find time to
think, to read, to improve his mind. It
was said by one who early kunew him

to ¢

that “he lost no time at home; when he |
was not at work he was at his books; |

and he carried his books to work that

he might read when released from

l \‘N‘PA”

Vice-President Wilson, when a boy,
was bound out on a farm and obliged to
work from daylight to dark, but he
found time to educate himself. Before
he was twenty-one he had read a thou-
sand volumes.

Where the heart is, there is the tre
sure. Where the ambition is, there
time,

It takes not only resolution but de- |

termination to set aside unessentials

for essentials, things pleasant and |

agreeable to-day for the things that
will prove best for us in the end.
There is always temptation to sacrifice
future good for present pleasure; to put

off reading to a more convenient season, |

while we enjoy idle amusements or
waste the time in gossip or frivolous
conversation.

The greatest things of the world have
been done by those who systematized
their work, organized their time. Men
who have left their mark on the world

have appreciated the preciousness of |
time, regarding it as the great quarry |

out of which they have carved reputa-
tions or fortunes, hewn instruments
with which to continue other work of
progress and eivilization.

The faithfulness with which you im-

prove every spare moment, every little |
chance to develop yourself to your high- |
est possible power, is an indication of

the sort of man you will be, the sort
of man you are; it is an evidence of the
ability that wins,

Lincoln used to say that there was &
good education in the newspapers. He
applied for the position of postmaster in
New Salem because he was too poor to
subscribe for papers, and he knew that
he could read those which came through
the post-ofiice for others, as the country
was sparsely settled and many people
did not call for their mail more than
once or twice a week. He thought he
was one of the most fortunate persons
in the world to have access to this, to
him a rich mine of knowledge.

What would he have thought of the
marvelous wealth of reading open to the
poorest in the land to-day? Never be-
fore was a practical substitute for a
college education at home made so

cheap, so easy, and so attractive. |

Knowledge of all kinds is placed before
us in a most attractive and interesting
manper. The best of the literature of
the world is found to-day in thousands
of American homes where filty years
ago it could oMy have been obtained by
the rich.

What a shame it is that under such
conditions as these we should grow up
ignorant, should be uneducated in the
midst of such marvelous opportunities
for self-improvement! Indeed, most of
the best literature in every line to-day
appears in the current periodicals, in
the form of short articles. Many of
our greatest writers spend a vast
amount of time in the drudgery of tra
and investigation in gathering material
for these articles, and the magazine
publishers pay thousands of dollars for
what a reader can get for ten or fifteen
cents. Thus the reader often gets for a
trifle in periodicals or books the re-
sults of months and often years of hard
work and investigation of our greatest
writers,

There is a wealth within the reach of
the poorest mechanic and day-laborer
in this country that kings in olden
times could not possess, and that is the
wealth of a well read, cultured mind.
In this newspaper age, this age of cheap
books and periodicals, there is no excuse
for ignorance, for a coarse, untrained
mind. To-day no one is so handicap-
ped, if he have health and the use of
his faculties, that he can not possess
himself of wealth that will enrich his
whole life, and enable him to converse
and mingle with the most cultured
people. No one is 8o poor but that it is
possible for him to lay hold of that
which will broaden his mind, which
will inform and improve him, and lift
him out of the brute stage of existence
into their godlike realm of knowledge.

The reading habit, if not abused, will
not only give you infinite pleasure and
profit, but it will make you a larger,
fuller, better informed, more interesting
man, a better worker.

An English tanner noted for the high
quality of his leather said that he never
could have produced such a good article
had he not read Carlyle!

There @

e numerous examples of men

whose careers and characters have

been completely changed by the read-

ing of inspiring books—sometimes a

single volume,

Beecher said that he was not the
same man after reading Ruskin that he

had been before,

How heroic we feel after reading the
inspiring life-story of some one who has

achieved great things under dificulties!

We feel almost as if we were the hero
ourselves for the tine being, just as we

do sometimes after seeing some great

character in a stireing play. For the

moment we assume the personality

which has stirred our sympathy and

aroused our admiration. We feel that

we actually have the qualities which we

admire.
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Emerson says, “ I can not even hear of
personal vigor of any kind, great power
of performance, without fresh resolution

. This is the moral of bio-

graphy.”
Great inspiring life-stories of those
to

who have won and pushed their waj
the front against all sorts of obst
have proved the turning-point in tens of
thousands of careers. They have
encouraged the disheartened to hold on
when they were ready to let go; they
have induced them to persevere when
they had decided to turn back. They
have given them fresh hope and renewed
confidence in themselves when those
dearest to them even had predicted
failure and had told them that to con-
tinue would be to waste their time.

Who can ever estimate the numbers
of carcers that have been completely
changed by the marvelous life-story of
Abraham Lincoln ?  Lincoln himself
was powerfully influenced by * The Life
of Washington,” which he first read by
the light of the fire in a floorless log
cabin. The lives of Benjamin Franklin,
Henry Clay, Daniel Webster, Wendell
Phillips, and scores of other great
Americans started in multitudes of
youths fires Which have become beacon
lights in American history. Not half
enough is made of great life-stories in
our homes and schools.

No other one thing is of such precious
help to a youth as to be constantly
stimulated along *the line of his career,
and nothing else will do this so effec-
tively, nothing else will give him such
inspiration, nothing else is so ambition-
rousing as the life-stories of those who
have accomplished things under great
difficultie

Most parents do unot realize to what
an extent their children are influenced
by their reading. 1 belieye there are
thousands of young people in this
country to-day who have not been able
to decide as to what they had better
doin life, » ho are greatly perplexed as
to the choice of a voeation, and who
have never shown any great ambition,
who would be wonderfully stimulated
aud helped by the reading of inspiring,
invigorating life-stories of men who
have done things in the world, especial-
1y who have succeded under difficulties.

If you do not know what to do with
your boy—if he does not seem to take an
interest in anything— if you can not
find what he is best fitted for, just get
him to read some of the great life-stories
of self-made men, and the chances are
that they will arouse bis ambition and
touch springs of powers in him which
you never were able to reach.

In order to get most out of books, the
reader must Le a thinker. The mere
acquisition of facts is not the acqnisi-
tion of power. To fill the mind with
knowledge that can not be made avail-
able is like filling our houses up with
furniture and bric-a-brac until we have
no room to move about,

Food does not become physical foree,
brain or muscle until it has been thor-
oughly digested and a imilated, and
has become an integral part of the
blood, brain and other tissues, Know-
ledge does not become power until
digested and assimilated by the brain,
until it has become a part of the wind
itself.

If you wish to become intellectually
sirong, after reading with the closes!
attention, form this habit : Frequently
close your book and sit and think, or
stand and walk and think—but thiok,
contemplate, think, refllect. Turn what
you have read over and over in your
mind.

It is not yours until you have assim-
ilated it by your thought. When yon
first read 1t, it belongs to the author.
It is yours only when it becomes an in-
tegral part of you.

To get the most from your reading
you must read with a purpose. To sit
down and pick up a book listlessly, with
no aim except to pass away time, is
demoralizing.

This practice is also a splendid and
effective cure for mind-wandering,
which aMicts so many people,and which
| is encouraged by the mnltiplieity of and
| facility of obtaining reading matter at
| the present day.

When you read, read as Macaulay did, |

| as Carlyle did, as Lincoln did—as did
| every great man who has profited by his
| reading —with your whole soul ab-
| sorbed in what you read, with such in-
| tense concentration that you will be
oblivious of everything else outside of
your book.

Good reading makes a full man, an
interesting man, If you read in the
right way, your reading will keep you
| from a multitude of temptations, and
will elevate your life standards. Your

ideals will be higher, your views of life
nobler because of it. It will not only |
make you more interesting, but it will |
| also enrich your life as nothing else |

|| can.

Nothing else will more quickly ruin s
good mind than familiarity with frivo-

| Tous, superficial books. Kven though
| they may not be actually vicious, the

reading of books which are uot true to
life, which carry home no great lesson,
teach no sane or healthful philosophy,
but are merely written to exeite the

| passions, to stimulate a morbid curios-

ity will ruin the best of minds in a very
short time, They tend to destroy the
ideals and to ruin the taste for all good

reading.

Read, read, read all you can. But
never read a bad book or a poor hook.
Life is too short, time too precious, to

spend it in reading anything but the
best.

Any book is bad for you, the reading
of which takes the place of a better one.
1f you want to develop a delightful form
of enjoyment, to cultivate a ne pleasure,
a new sensation which u have never
before experienced, begin to read good
books, good periodieals, regularly every
day. Do not tire yours )y trying to
read a great deal at first.  Head a little
at a time, but read some every day, I

matter how little. If ) are faithful
you will soon acquire a tast r reading
the reading habit ; and ill,in time,

give you infinite satisia
pleasure.—O. 8, M., in Succes

mnalloyed

SR

OUR BOYS AND GIRLS

A boy of thirteen was oiten brought
to Judge Lindsey's Juvenile Court in
Denver, charged with cy. Not
withstanding the Judge nished him
many times, it did not to do him
any good. The teacher Lept writing,
“Pim will stay out of & | to work,"

Ounce, when reproving , the Judge
told him that there be time
enough to work when he was a man.
“ My father was a mal replied the

. hoy, *and he did not wor He went off
and left mother and me. [ guess that's
what killed her.”

Finally Tim appeared in court one
day with a happy face, and pulling a
«oiled and erumpled paper from his
pocket handed it to the Judge. “I'm
goin' to remember ail the things you
told me and I'm goin’ to school regular,
now I got that done,” he s with some
pride. Judge Lindsey imined the
paper, which proved to be a receipted
bill, and found that, little by little, Tim

had paid ) for a headstone at his
mother's g e,

“ My boy, is that what you've been
doing all these months 7'

“ | wanted her to have a monument,
Judge.” Tim furtively wiped away the
moisture in his eyes. * She done a lot
for me ; that's all I could do for her
now.’

Here is an interesting extract from
the “letters” of Maria Fdgeworth, the
Irish novelist :

“ We went the other day to see a eol-
lection of natural curiosities at a Mr.
Broderip's. My father observed that
he had but very few butterilies,

wiNo, sir,) he said, a circumstance
that happened to me some time ago de-
termined me never to collect any more
butterflies. I caught a most beautiful
butterfly, thonght 1 bad killed it, and
ran a pin through its body to fasten it
to a cork. A fortnight afterward I
happened to look in the box where I had
left it, and I saw it writhing in agony.
Since that time I have never destroyed
another.”

VICTORY THROUGH PERSEVE
ANCE

“1f T am building a mountain,” said
Confucius, and stop before the last
basketful of earth is placed on the sum-
mit, I have failed.”

Among the saddest tragediesof life are
the *“mnot quick-enoughs.”” One of the
richest silver mines of Eogland was dis-
covered only two yards from the spot
where the origina! prospector, after
having spent thousands of pounds,
stopped digging. It is the ability to
persevere until the eward comes that
chiefly differentiates one life from an-
other.

Thomas Edison, in his efforts to make
the phonograph reproduce an aspirated
sound, worked from eighteen to twenty
hours a day for seven months on the
single word “specia.” *1 said to the
phonograph *specia, jecia, specia,’ but
it responded ‘pecia, peeia, pe P
was enough to make one mad, but 1
held firm and suceecded.”

Luther Burbank worked nineteen
years seleeting and ybridizing to get
a giant amoryllis ten inches across
His white blackberry involved the ex
amination several times in several years
of twenty - five thousand busbes. Yet
there are people who speak of success as
being a kind of luck.

True perseverance not only calls for
continnance at our work until it is fin

ished, but also until it is finished in the
best possible manner. The student who

is satisfied to lenrn his lessons so that

he can barely pass will never be distin-

guished as a scholon The workn
whose highest aim is “ well enc
need not be surprised if his servic

are no longer needed when times for

retrenchment come, while he who con

tinues his application until the work is
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the “ best possible” will alwaysbe in

demand. [t is the last finishing tonches
given to any task that differentiate one
man's work from another. Another
hour devoted to a piece of workmanship
may make the labors of many precious

to it that extra hour ?

If in matters material perseverauce 1s
worth while, how much more in things
spiritual and eternal. * He that endur

eth to the end, the same shall be saved.”

In due season we shall reap, if we
not."”

faint

“ Do not damp fires and cool off boil

ers when your steamer is two-thirds

across the Atlantic; keep up jyour
heat.”-—Church Progress,

THE SOUTH SIDE

“May I come in, dear?
girl's bright voice.

* Pull the bobbin and the lateh will
fly up,” was the merry answer.

The girl pushed open the door and
ran across the room to the bed. No
body could have guessed the pain and
the wearisome plaster-cast from the
cheery voice, still less could one have

called the

guessed that the need to earn made the
weeks of pain still barder to bear.

These things the woman lying there
told to her God, never to her guests.
The girl held up a forlorn handful of

late asters. * The very last,” she de-
elared. * 1 hunted and hunted !”

“Are yousure !" her friend asl ed,
quickly. *I've always found them later

than this every year. Did )
to the south side of the hill

“No,” the girl confessed langhingly.
“1 helieve that I looked on every side
but that! I'll go straight back and
hunt again.”

Twenty minutes later she returned
laden with autumn bloom.

“ You were right,” she said. “ I had
no idea that the south side made such a
difference. The slope was half covered
with the most beautiful blossoms, so big
and deep eolored ! I'm going to put
them in this piteher beside you so that
you can reach your hands down deep in-
autumn, and pretend you're pick-
m yourself.”

I'hen,’ her friend returned. * 1
hould have to give up the memory of
nebody who picked them for me.”

wu go uver

The girl stopped her pretty work
“ Now I understand the difference !
she said slowly. * You will insist, wilful
woman that you are, in living on the
south side of life, and getting every bit
of sunshine there is, while most of us
deliberately go and sit on the north
side and grumble because it's cold!
Never mind; I've caught your secret
now, and I'm going to sit in the sun.
Then maybe I'll blossom.”

Phe white face in the bed smiled.
And the best of it all is that there
lways is a south side,” she answer d
“The sun's side, and God's.” Well-
spring.

A HARD TEST

The boy was twelve years old. All
he knew of life was that there werenine

months of school, with a lot of play, and
three months of a lot of play and no
school,

This vacation was to be a little differ
ent, but the boy didn't know it.

“ Come on, son, I need your help,”
said the futher one evening after his
own day's work was done, I want
this dirt carried up to our flat

The boy opened his mouth wide. His
father wanted him to carry wkets of
dirt up three flights of steps. There
was a queer feeling of resentment all
about inside of him.

“ 1 can't carry dirt,” he said.

“ Never too late to 'earn,” said father,
good naturedly. * Here you take the
lighter baskets.”

Up the stairs went the boy. The air
was close and he got hot and breat hless,

Down he came again. The dirt had
to he dug and shoveled into baskets.

I{e grew hotter and the sweat began to
trickle down his back.

“The boys are playing ball, I'm going
over,” he said at last with impatience.
“ [ ean't shovel dirt.”

“w All right, my boy,” said father
“put 1'm disappointed in you. 1 had
expected to find you @ le to stiek to a
thing. 1 counted on your help, too;
jut it's alright, go ahead and play ball i

The boy washed his hands and went
over into the next yard, It was the
first time he ever remembered feeling
uncomfortable when playing bail. To
nig! t it wasn't mueh tun,

Pretty soon he left the boys and went

upstairs to his mother. By and by he

came down, rolled up his sleeves and
went at the shovelling.

His father had planned a little garden

for the fire-escape corner. It took lot

, of dirt.

The boy sweated and puffed, He

blistered his hands ; but he stuck.

hour with his newspaper the
hours doubly valuable, Why not give | toh

CONTROLLED
PROTESTANTS

A certain over zealous doctor having

eighty million members in the last cen-
tury, was ably answered by the follow-

m his detense, rds

1 realize fully that in attempting to

ging in a diflicult en
terprise, perhaps a rash undertaking, for

and by his own accoun
of almost eight days +
rives him exceptional facilities for
ring and weighing with due poise the
varying minutiae of the Roman Court, 1
his lifelong famil
at leaders of Catholie
thonght at the Vatican gives him an in-
sight into high diplomaey which one in
my humble station eould not obtain.
understand, too, that
' knowledge of the Italian
remember his bril
liant linguistie feat on the train when he
silenced the loquacious descendant of
Dante by waving over them the Ameri-
can flag) qualifies him in a special man
ner to address the Roman populace, in-

vestigate their social wrongs and lay

spite of this redoubtable equipment of |
gent from his judgment, and I beg to re-

down as a standard

nst thy neighbor.”

Will the learned doctor
eneyeclopedia, find the

and foreign in that ¢
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CHURCHS
COLD WATER £

atle 18 : he « “ ¢
labastine
None Genuine without 1 ittle Church on Label
FREE STENCILS

pared to furnish FREE COLOR

Our advice is FRE
Homein Harmony and Good Taste

1 a Decorative Department, and
CHEMES to suit your particular
y all users of la Write
et show I tod
at a moderate co

The Alabastine Co., Ltd.,

Projessional
l)l» I MUGAN, Physician urgeon
Office, 7% 1las stree i s A, I
1to3; 6t ¥ I
OHN ¥ FA 1 Bar S IATY
vl P v Hall
} 1 Canada
JOHN FERGUSON & SONS
180 King Street
The Leading Undertakers and Embalmers.

W. J. SMITH & SON
UNDERTAKERS AND EMBALMERS
113 Dundas Street

“The Blindness .of
Dr. Gray ™

ANON SHEEHAN'S
NEW BOOK

Price $1 50 Post Paid

The Catholic "eeord

THE CHRIST

The Son of God

A Life of Our Lord and Saviour
J Christ
T At Cc int Fouard
A
Price 25c¢.- Post Paid

THE CATHOLIC RECOKD
LONDON, CANADA

The Catholic Confessiona

3y Rev. Albert McKeon, S. y =
15 cents post-paid
Average Sales, 2,000 Copies
per month

The Catholic Record

LONDON CANADA

Write for Our Catalogues
of PRAYER BOOKS

HYMN BOOKS
CATHOLIC FICTION
ROSARIES
BIBLES
CRUCIFINES
SCAPULARS, ETC.

The CATHOLIC RECORD

Loxbon, CANADA

FURNITURE

Altars. Pulpils, Fonls, ele.
Send for Calalog of

Rows & Brass Goods
The BtandeLumber & Mfg.Co. Limiled,

body of 15,000,000 of Catholies in this

country, I must, nevertheless, again ask
the learned doetor to open his eneyelo
pedia at the word * Germany.” As a
randson of the Fatherland, he ought to
be well informed on the relig sta
tisties of the land of h ancest . As
L man of honor he will admit that in Ger-
nany we have er 17.000.000 of Cathe
lies, the pride of the nation, the gallant
defends f the R
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