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state of the Christian, be he babe or father in
Christ ; oaly the thing he may have to do may be
different, and his temptations too. God in all
cases is faithful not to suffer Lim to be tempted
above what he is able, When a man is in Christ,
then, redeemed, quickened, and united to the
Head, accepted in the Beloved, the work of God
in order to power is to break down and bring the
- flesh to conscious nothingness wherever it is
needed ; not by mending, using, ameliorating,
but, if needed because of its will to be something,
breaking it down, yea, making it for man’s capa-
bilities of acting a sensible hindrance. That is all
that God makes of man as to his flesh and com-
petency ; but there is a deep lesson of blessing in
it besides being the path of power in source. We
are emptied of self, and Christ (that is, purity,
and love, and blessing—God known to us in
grace) becomes everything to us, the more unhin-
- dered joy of the soul, made practically like Him.
But we become now sensibly dependent, and
Christ our power, I do not say sensibly power;
for though there may be a consciousness of His
strength, the service and work is done indeed, but
done without any conscious strength. It may be
done with joy, done in communion with Christ,
and thus with joy in the service itself. It may be
done with fear and trembling, and hence with no
joy, though with confidence. That depends much
upon how far we have to meet the sensible power
of the enemy, always in weakness as to self, al-




