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UNNY BOB COTTONTOT had
some little friends living at the
edge of Clover Meadow. They

eQueen of Hay

¢
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big bump of curtosity and he stretched
and stretched so as to see over the
top of a big, straggyly Mayapple leal

lcarrol and all began to call and coex
| the buany.

! Now, of course, the children, none
| of them, knew quite what a sharp, 1it-
|'Je rascal Bunny Bob really wu un-
der his fluffy, gray-brown coaf. They
thought he was only thinking about
carrots. But he wasn't! No, siree!
He hadn't been watching under the
blackberry patch all this time for
nothing!
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PIGS AND THE VICTORY LOAN

ILDRED loved to carry notes
arougd from room to room in
the school. And for that rea.
son she was ever so thankful
that she sat on the first row, just
Jnside the door that opened from the
prlnclpala office—it was so easy to
see her that Mr, Gilbert often peeped
“in the door and motioned to her with-
“put a word and she slipped out to get

Of course, she never read the notes
o sent around to the teachers, good
nessengers never look at the message

iknow, but sometimes the uacber
“Wwwould read the message aloud and
fhen she would know what it was all
about. But on a special morning in
the spring time when Mr. Gilbert gave
her a carefully folded paper which
she was to show every teacher in the
building, not a teacher gave her a
hint what the message was. The
teachers, one after another, just read
the note and, refolding it carefully,
handed it back to her. So it wasn't
till noon time when the announce-
ment was made to the whole room
that Mildred knew she had helped call
a meeting of the whole school in the
assombly room that -afternoon at

“What can It be about?” asked
Grace as she and, Mildred slipped on
their rubbers and made ready to go
home for lunch, “do you know?"”

«] don't know a thing!"” exclatmed
Mildred. “I took a notice around this

morning and 1 expect It was this
‘cause all the teachers acted as though
it was important. But I don’t really
know. I thought Miss Ellls whispered
something about ‘pigs this time,” but
I'm not sure.”

Other girls and some of the boys
they passed on the way home were
wondering too but nobody had a hint
of what the meeting was about so it
was no wonder that, when three
o’clock came and the various rooms
each marched in thelr turn into the
fine assembly room, there was an air
of expectancy over the school.

After the chiidren had sung a couple
of patriotic songs, Mr. Gllbert said,
“Of course, you children know what
this meeting is about™”—but everybody
looked so surprised that he saw they
hadn't guessed, s0 he explained.
“You've all seen the Liberty Loan pos-
ters—Victory Loan they call ‘it this
time in honor of the emding of the
war—and you've noticed how gay and
pretty they all are. And you've been
wondering what this school meant to
do about buying a bond.” The chil-
dren nodded. Their school had had
such a fine record before theéy natural-
ly wanted to keep it up. “This meet-
ing is to decide what we will do to
buy a bond. Has any one any sug-
gestion?”

Not a soul answered. Perhaps if
there had been more time to plan—
but nobody had guessed that the time
would come 30 soon. Of course, they

stamps! That's what Uncle Sam wants

body kmnew that! But to plan, now,
today! There wasn't an answer.
“Very well then,” sald Mr. Gilbert

after he had waited a minute, “I want |

to see what you think of a plan we
have to offer. Mr. Hancock, will you
please speak to them?”

At that Mr. Hancock, the banker of
the little city where this happened,
stepped to the front and the children
all clapped for he was a favorite. He
explained first just why the country
still needed the loan of money so that
soldiers could be brought home and
ships bullt for more commerce and all
that and then he said, “Now I've been
wondering what this fine school is go-
ing to do about buying a bond.”

John Hardy ralsed his hand and
sald, “please, sir, we'll talk to folks
about buying but you see we've all
made our thrift stamp pledges and
we can't save any more money.”

Much to John's surprise Mr. Han-
cock seemed pleased with that answer
and replied, “I'm giad you're buying

and it just fits in with my plan. Now'
how many of you scholars have a War |
Savings Stamp?” The children gig-
gled! One stamp! Why everybody
had more than one by this time!
“Very good,” sald Mr. Hancock,
“now how many have a back yard?”
Most everyone had that too. And then
he explained the plan to the puszzied
children: He sald he had a lot of
little pigs—tiny new pigs which he

knew another loan was coming, every-

{their own back yards.
who deposited one W,
| could take a pig.

8. 8. with him
And at the end of | homes
the sammer vacation each child who |one a
brought back a pig, big and ¥ hy | each took o
and well fed, would be given half of a }did the san
Victory Bond. That meant, of course, |
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they rgturnci the pig. a

Such a buzz of talk and planning as tpn
there was then you never heard! Of morn
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but anyone could see that the children | to sell.
meant to ralse those pigs if there was
jany way to do it The next morning
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The Boys And Girls Left Their Stamps And Took Away Their Pigs.

Every child  there was another meeting in the big|
promised
Mildred each took |
and his brother Ralph
e and other boys and girls

It was at day in the town when
that two children who went into part-|the whol hool ma ed down ¢
nership could earn a whole $50 bond | the bank the lucky forty girls
—and _get their W. 8. 8. back when and y their stamps

bonds that same
the
be big enough
n carried their|
wagons or carts and left |
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