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IMPERIAL NATURALIZATION.

For some twelve years the Imperial suthorities and

the seli-governing Dominions have had under considera-
tion the question of Imperial Naturalization. As the
British Empire has grown and developed, in all its bor-

ders, there has arisen a strong desire to formulate some 1907, 2.17. The showing of last year therefore was large-

e 1 : ly in excess of any previous year, for which figures are
eris 2 —a plan by which a British y

plan of Imperial citizenship—a P y sointahad

gubject, naturalized in any of the Overseas PDominions,
rould claim the protection of the flag and of the Empire
in whatever part of the world he might find himself. At
the last Imperial Conference the subject was discussed
by the representatives of the self-governing Pommions
and as a result it was agreed that the Colonial Secretary
should prepare a draft bill dealing with the question.
This bill, which is entitled the Draft Imperial British
Nationality and Status of Aliens Bill, has now been pre-
pared and submitted to the Governments of all the col- |t
onies. In the course of an interesting debate in the
House of Commons on Friday, Mr. Foster made the im-
portant announcement that a committee of the Privy
Council was studying its provisions with a view to send-
jng an apswer to the home authorities at the earliest
possible moment,

The ancmalous position of the Canadian law, and the
game applies to the laws of other Dominions, is, perhaps, |t
not fully realized. Today the man who comes to Cam-
ada and resides here for three years goes before a Justice
of the Peace an affidavit to this effect, and takes |i
the oath of ¢ ¢ e receives a certificate ulti-
mately from a judge of a court that he has become @
British citizen. But as a matter of fact all that natural-
ization gives him is the right to vote and to a certain ex-
tent to call himself a citizen of Canada. Beyond the
confines of the Dominion this citizenship gives him no
neither does it entitle him in other parts of
relief from representatives of

ce

advantage,
the world to recognition or
of the Empire in the slightest degree.
The bill which has been prepared by the Colonial
Becretary, and is now under consideration by the Gov-
ernment, provides for u complete change in the natural-
fzation laws of the Empire. Its first clause defines
natural-born British subjects, The second -section pro-
vides for the Secretary of State granting a certificate of
naturalization to an alien, who makes an application for
the purpose, and satisfies the Secretary of State that he
has resided for five years in His Majesty’s Dominions or
%as been in the service of the Crown for not less than
four years. The use of the phrase “His Majesty’s Do-
minions” makes this a wider provision than that of the
present law which requires that residence must have
been within the United Kingdom. The second require-
ment is that the applicant be of good character and have
adequate knowledge of the English language. The oath
of allegiance must be taken. In operation this section
of the bill will permit any person who has resided in
Canada the reguired period to make application to the
British Secretary of State for Imperial naturalization.
There is also a provision in the bill in another section by
which each of the Colonial Governmeuts may grant a
certificate,
The section which practically creates the Imperial
Naturalization of Aliens is very wide In its effect. It
provides:
“A person to whom a certificate of naturalization s
“granted by a Secretary of State, shall, subject to the
% provisions of this Act, be entitled to all political and
# other rights, powers and privileges, and be subject to all
“ obligations, duties and liabilities to which a natural-
“ porn British subject is entitled and, as from the date of
# his naturalization, have to all intents and purposes the
* status of a natural-born British subject.”
Section 7, giving power to the colonies, contains pro-
visions which are naturally of vital interest in this coun-
iry. It says:
“The Government of any British possession shall have

# the same power to grant a certificate of naturalization as
“ the Secretary of State has under this Act, and the pro-
* yvisions of this Act as to the grant and revoeation of
# guch a certificate shall apply accordingly, with the sub-
& gtitution of the Government of the possession for the
“ gecretary of State, and the possession for the United
* Kingdom, and also, in a possession where any language
" is recognized as on an equality with the English lan-
# guage, with the substitution of that language for the
* English language.”
The right of colonial legislation er Parliaments to
feal with the question of the exclusion of aliens or British
subjects under the proposed act is contained in the follow-
fng clause:
“Nothing in this act shall take away or abridge any

% power vested in or exercisable by the Legislature or
« Government of any British possession or prevent any
¢ such Legislature or Government from treating different-
#ly classes of British subjects.”
This section would, of course, reserve the right of
Casada to discriminate against Hindoos or any other
plass-of British subjects. The right to continue the
maturalization of aliens by the granting of a limited cer-
tificate on three years residence is also preserved.
The bill, as previously stated, has been submitted vy

the Imperial authorities to all the colonies and it is sats-
factory to nete that the Government of South Africa hes
already expressed approval of its provisions. In a letter
dated November 18, 1911, Mr. Harcourt, the Colonial Sec-
tary, comm d this i ion to the Governor
General with the request that the Canadian Government
_ should forward their views on the Draft Bill at an early
_date. The telegram from the Governor General of the
. Pnion of South Africa to Mr. Harcourt was as follows:
' © “November 2, 1911,
naturalization bill, Minis-
ralsed by Government of

: V“M]‘B‘v have ncnnﬂs

standpoint, of any year in the history of Canadian rail-
'ways. There are now in operation
miles of railway, an increase of 609 miles over the pre-
ceding year. There are under construction in different
pats of the country 7,000 miles of road and of this 1,678
/ g miles are in actual operation, though not formally de-
clared to be so by the Railway Commission,
a large increase in the capitalization of railways during
the past year, the total being $118,391,614, of which $61,-
650,300 was in stock and $56,741,214 in bonds.
capital liability of all the railroads operating in Canada
is $1,528,689,201 or $55,821 per mile,
railways from different sources in 1911 was $1,426,192. is understood that arrang
probably be cencluded for a transter
of the Gibson Company's vast timber

an incfease of $14,777,277 over 1910, 3
lands and mills to the Consolidated

penses ar-regated $137,034,785, making the net earnings
$57,698,709 as against $53,667,776 in 1910.
amount paid in dividends for 1911 was $30,577,740, equal
to 4.08 per cent. on the capital.
was 3.16 per cent.; in 1909 it was 2.97; in 1908, 2.11; in

an increase of 1,203,148, and the freight tonnage 709,884,
282, an increase of 5,401,416 tons,
railways killed 492 persous, a decrease of 120 from the
previous year.
of 3,190,
The number of employees injured was 1,114,
of the fatal accidents were due to level crossings, which
were also responsible for the injury of 108 persons.

141,224, an increase of 17,406,

ed $74,613,318, an increase of $7,495,945, C
and that it only remains to formally
complete the legal transfers, etc. The

at a rapid rate. general understanding 1is that the

railways operating in Canada during the year gives an
idea of how the country is spreading out.
crease in the number of passengers carried demonstrate

tonnage proves that the trade of the country is expand-
ing.

the raiflroads are, generally speaking, in a more prosper-
ous condition than at any time heretofore in the history
of the country.

mileage remains practically at the figures of last year, as
the National Tramscontinental, extending from Moncton
to the Quebec boundary, although practically completed,
is not yet in operation and therefore is not reported on,

appears in the London Daily Chronicle, is a very compre-
hensive measure.
control of the customs and excise duties, but provision is

i
THE RAILWAYS OF CANADA.

Last year was the most successful, from a financial
in Canada 25,400

There was

The total
The cash aid to the

The gross earnings from all sources were $188,733,494
The operating ex-

The total |,

In 1910 the percentage

The total number of passengers carried was 37,097,718 t

During the year the
The number injured was3,350, a decrease ¥
Of the total of fhe killed 202 were employees. |,
Thirty-six
The | !
otal number of employees of Canadian railways were
The wages earned total-

These figures show that Canada is making progress
The addition of over 2,000 miles to the

he increase in population, while the increase in freight

The most gratifying among the increases, however,
s that in net earnings and dividends, as they ghow that

So far as New Brunswick is concerned the railroad

IRISH HOME RULE.

The forecast of the Irish Home Rule Bill, which is
shortly to be submitted to the British Parliament, as it

The Irish Parliament will have full

made for the continuance of free trade between England,
Ireland and Scotland. For fifteen years following the
passage of the bill Ireland is to receive an annual Imperial
subsidy of ten millions of dollars, but after that period
will contribute to the Imperial expenditure, based on a
percentage of its revenue, The new Irish Parliament is
to consist of two houses, a Legislative Council of 50 and
a Legislative Assembly of 203, There is a unique and
altogether new feature introduced. When there is disa-
greement between the two houses on any measure, and
when the proposed legislation has been twice rejected by
the Council, the two houses will vote together and the
majority will carry.  The Irish Parliament is to have no
control with the respect to foreign policy, the army, navy
or militia, coinage or coast lighting, and is forbidden to
establish or endow any religion or deal with any religious
matter. The Imperial Parliament will control the Irish
Constabulary for a period of twelve years. Ireland will
continue to be represented in the Imperial Parliament but
the number of members will be reduced.

The question of rates charged by the Express Com-
panies of the United States, is now before the Inter-State
Commerce Commission at Washington. One of the in-
vestigators for the Commission submitted in tabular form
the result of examination of one month’s business of the
Adams Express Company, showing overcharges amount-
ing to $67,000. The counsel for the company asserted in
reply that not more than 20 per cent. of this sum remains
in the company’s treasury, as its agents have instructions
to make refunds on all discovered overcharges. The
express rates charged in Great Britain, France and Ger-
many were submitted to prove that American rates were
higher than those in any European country. The ans-
wer to this was that in the United States express parcels
are carried on passenger trains, while in Europe they are
bhandled on fast freight trains. The general opinion
amongst those who have inv estigated the express business
on behalf of the commission, favors the establishment of a
flat rate in difterent zones, which would be more easily
understood than the present complicated tariff and would

meeting of the Alex. Gibson Company
was to have taken place at Marys-
ville at noon today, but was postponed
for three weeks, In the meantime it

ex-Senator N. M,
Maine.
today from undoubted authority that
negotiations for the transfer of the
property, which were commenced by
Mr. Jones during his recent visit to
England have not as yet been con-
cluded, but it is expected that the

of the present month,
erally understood that the new com-
pany promoted by Mr. Jones and com-

will secure a controlling interest in

per Company's property at St. John,
although Captain Partington will re-

believed arrangements for the pro-
posed sale of both the Gibson and
Partington holdings to the new Ameri-

t in
While the in-{the plans of the company but that

t

b

pulp mill plant.

cery suit to clear up any uncertain.
ties in the title of the Gibson prop-
erty, it is learned that the costs of the
suit were upwards of $16,000. Of that

Fredericton, Feb, 3~—The annual

th

the postmaster-gel
night and pregented
rial asking bt:lt,‘l :‘cliodulo which was

(Ottawa Citizen, Jan. 31.)
A deputation from the
masters' Association

Canadian
waited on
neral on Monday
him with & memo- |

ts will

were determined on the percentage
basis. The deputation was well re-
veived by the postmaster-general, who

Pulp and Paper Company, lldm‘lted, agreed that the claims a

where salaries

dvanced were

he $5,000,000

Yy Org

3 bg'
Jones of Bangor,

ransfer will take place before the end
It is also gen-

osed largely of Maine capitalists,
he Edward Partington Pulp and Pa-

ain an interest in the business. It is

-an syndicate have all been arranged

matter his
Your correspondent learned |tion was composed of J. V. Bourque, of
Shedliac, N. B, president of the asso-
clation; H. B. Proctor, Aurora, secre-
tary of the Ontario association, and
H. 8. Moore, of Norwich, Ont. Last
vear the deputation wafted

postmaster-general and consideration
was then 'p! 1 t

ut p
dissolved before anything was done.

tion as in the
were that co-operation plan could be
worked out in order to facilitate post-
masters in arranging for supply dur-
ing absence,

other allowances are determined on
the percentage basis the followlng
scheme be adopted for salary: Sicty
per cent. oif actual and proper stamp
sales up to $1,000 per annum; forty
per cent. on stamp sales from $1,000
to $3,000 per annum; and thirty per
cent, on sales from $3,000 to $10,0600

He pr d to give the
i he: deput

on the

tand

'

The chief r_eqn,'elu of the asmcm:

“That for offices where salaries and

); and where

ransfer will not make any

he proposed big paper mill will be
built at St. John to form part of the

per (as

a8 & minimum

lished it is thought that this should

be considered a n;t allowance for the
Y Hah ¢ .and &

T. MCAVITY & SONS, Ltd., 13 King St.

wea'her. -
Don't take other people’s word for
| the condition of the atmosphere—

have a reliable Thermometer of your
own and you will get the correct
temperature.

We carry & complete line of Ther-
mometers of fine quality and finish,
and as. to ieliability are second to

none.
Prices: 25c.to $1.00

Window Thermometers, $1.00 to $2.50

at p
of $36 has been estab-

In connection with the recent chan-

amount $8,676 was paid for advertis
{ng. There was almost $1,000 in out-
gide fees, while the lawyers' foes
amounted to about $6,500, of which
Messrs, Weldon and McLean, St
John, who acted for the Gibson Com
pany, drew over $5,000. ™

i o
Thistles and Frederictons.

The Thistle curlers will meet the
Fredericton team this afternoon and
evening here. The games Wwere
scheduled to take place tomorrow, but
a wire received from the team from
the Capital on Saturday sald thatl.

the office, and that a percentage al-
lowance on stamp sales should be
made in addition.

outlay should be that of the actual

office occuplies entirely separate space

pi open “of

“That while we believe the correct
principle for making sllowance to
postmasters for rent, light and fuel

cosg or value, especially where the

from wmercantile pursuits, we would
ask that should the departmentfind a
difficulty in adopting this principle
that an annual allowance (10 per
cent.) be made on the legitimate
postal revenue of each office, or such

Stationery 'quplies

" A Full Line of Account Books

Figuring Books, 2 to 16 columns
All sizes of Loose Leaf Binders and Holders

BARNES & CO. Ltd., 84 Prince William 8t.

in stock and made to order.

an approximation thereto as wouid
geem to be fair and just, as between
the different portions ‘of the Domin-
ion.”

The memorial contained the follow-
ing plea for the increase in the rate

they will artive here today instead of
Tuesday. There will be four rinks,
and the Malcolm trophy games which
were to have em played this even-
ing are off for today.

We Can Repair
That Watch

For twenty years we have been
handling “balky” timekeepers,
We know their tricks.

We have learned all their nasty
little ways.

We know, too, just how to han-
dle them.

Let us look over that watch
you can't depend upon any more
If it’s worn out we'll tell you so
1f it isn’t, we'll make it right—
or your money back.

W. TREMAINE GARD,
77 Charlotte St.

prevent oyercharges by agents of the ¢ ies.

Four years ago the British Government passed a law
imaking provision for a Public Trustee, for the purpose of
affording cheap and reliable administration of small es.
tates. The gentleman selected to fill the office of Public
Trustee has proved very satisfactory and the department
has increased so much in the four years of its exlstence
that it now has over 200 clerks. The value of the prop-
erty intrusted to the administration of the Trustee is now
$105,000,000. The average value of the estates adminis-
tered is $40,000. In addition to the money value the
Trustee has the oversight of 1,300 minor children, As
the office of Public Trustee is not in any way a monopely,
it has to be ducted on principl Up to
dnte it has been more than self-sustaining. A new build-
ing for housing the department is contemplated and a site
has already been procured.

e

Mr. Nantell, the new Minister of Inland Revenue,

Spruce
Sheatl_wing

Nicely milled stock. Goes together
easily and thoroughly kiln dried,
Two grades, No, 1, and No. 2.

BIRCH.‘IEECH. AND MAPLE
FLOORING.
Telephone Main 166,

The Christie Woodwork-
ing Company, Lt

(Two Factories.)
24514 City Road Erin Street

proposes to put the food adulteration law into op t
This will be gratifylng news to the people generally, as
MollmulnlmtltMlonm?mhththh
country then in any other. Some years ago the Food
was d through Parli t by the

£

PERMAN.

TR
. .| For sale by .

ST. JOHN 8|

“31‘-3'#“' S, St
o8

« :~—“During the last ten
to fifteen years the cost of living has
advanced more than fifty per oent.
That cost of most classes of help has
doubled, and that rents range from 76
per cent. to 150 per cent. higher than
at that time.
About ten years ago the rate of
postage was reduced from three and
five cents to two cents, This wes a
boon to the general public, but a
blow to the postmasters financially,

D. K.

McLAREN, Limited

MANUFACTURERS OF

Genuine English Oak Tanned Leather Belting, Balata Belting,
Lace Leather and Belt Fasteners of every description.

Complete stock at

64 Prinoe Willam Street, *Phone Main 1121, St. John, N. B."

just at the time when expe were
beginuing to run up. Under the three

cent rate, $300 would pay postage on
10,000 letters (Canadian). Now It will
pay for 15,000 letters. This is aboutl
the only source of income to the post-
master, and the amount of work per
1,000 letters remained unchanged, so
that the postmasters’ work was in-
creased fifty per cent. to draw the
same allowarnce,

Applying the reduction to British
malil, $300 would pay postage on 6,000
letters. Now it will pay on 15,000, or
an increase of 150 per cent.

The matter on which postmasters
get no allowance, circulars, cata-
logues, newspapers, magazines, etc.,
atc., which come from city offices for
distribution, has increased in volume,
in addition to the extra work requir-
ed on letters to keep allowances on
a level.

NORTON GLERGYMAN

wXiw

IN CUBES

X0 Cubes are made

to the Liebig Company.
In them are con:entrated
the rich extractives of beef
combined vith beef
proteld in the form of
finely powdered fibrine.

There is no other article in
the world which contains so
much beef-goodness in so
smalla compass asa little Oxo
Cube.

Get the Oxo
Cubes.

10 for 25¢c. 4 for 16c.

\/

IN GAALETON CHURCH

Rev, John Lennox, of Nortom, N.
B., was the preacher in Carleton
Presbyterian church yesterday. In
speaking about the origin of Chris-
tianity, Mr, Lennox sald a renounced
gceptic by the name of Blatchford,
and the editor of a Socialist paper
gaid this: “It is no wonder that the
Christian religion flourishes. It has
the patronage of royalty, nobility, the
state, and wealth, also thousands of
preachers to advocate its cause. If
we, as sceptics, had the same facili
ties to advance our canse, what mar-
velous progress we would make.”

Mr. Lennox went on to show that
Mr. Blatchford had overlooked the

PARTIES IN

23

S. LONDON LAGER

INDIA PALE AND EXTRA STOCK ALES, XXX STOUT

81

SCOTYT ACT LOCALITIES SUPPLIED FOR PER
. WRITE 8T. JOMM AGENCY, 2024 WATER l'l,lo:‘l“:'. g

fact that when Christianity dawned
upon the world it began with a wild.
erness preachor, and a few flshermen,
who became the followers of Christ,
The monarchs of ‘the  world and
wealth and the influence of the day
was ageainst them, but they triumph-
eded over the vindictiveness of a
pergecuting age and the Christ is en-
shrined in millions of hearts today in
every country of the world.

OBITUARY.

Mrs. Ellza Humbert.

The death of Mrs. Eliza Humbert,
widow of Thomas C. Humbert, rr-
ed at her residence, 92 Elliott Row

. She was 79

We
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Thousands

LISTEN!

Clean and Dye

Every: description of fabric that economy

.you to prolong the usefulness

of---Clothing, Dresses, Silks, Ribbons,
Gloves, etc.

of costly garments are intrusted to our Dry
Po you want our team to call?

s Laundry and Dye Works
28 Waterloo street, St John, N, B.

66 Barrington street, m. N. 8.
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