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86 per cent, of the total of the agri
cultural products of Canada. Of the 
surplus over the amount consumed 
by the home market the balance had 
been exported, largely to the markets 
of Great Britain, where It was sure or 
finding a friendly reception That 
whole great system had been built up 
by a lengthy system of careful edu
cation and liberal expenditure. It 
had taken years to provide cold Stor
age facilities In cars and ships in 
order that perishable goods from the 
Canadian west might be delivered in 
good condition in the British markets, 
and money had been spent in educat
ing the British purchaser to the merit 
of the Canadian goods.

/

Former Member of Laurier Cabinet Exposes the 
Folly of the Reciprocity Agreement while 
Thousands of Voters Cheer his Clear, Concise 
and Logical Presentation of the Case.

r.
Diversion of the Traffic from East and West to 

North and South, which will Follow Adoption 
of Laorier-Taft Agreement, will be Death Blow 
to Winter Port Business.

Prosperous Now.
The result of it all was that the 

Canadian farmer was in an. indepen
dent position in. regard to his home 
market, and had built up a profitable 
export trade with Great Britain.

The people of Canada had arrived 
at a state of great prosperity, and 
today were probably the most prosper
ous people in the world. This w’as 
the condition which obtained at the 
session of parliament before the last 
and at that time the farmer of the 
United States was envious of Canada 
and the United States government 
claiming that Canada had discrimin
ated against the United States threat
ened to impose a surtax Ot 25 per , 
cent, on Canadian goods. He wanted 
to go on record as saying that there 
had been no discrimination and no 

for the threat of the United 
States. The tariff of Canada, against 
the United States was about half as 
high as that of the United States 
against Canada and Canada bought 
from three to four times as much 
from the United States as the United 
States did from Canada. The United 
States government however went 
over the Canadian tariff with a mfcro 
scope and found an agreement with 
France which they claimed was dis
criminatory against them and some
thing must be done. Something was 
done, concessions were made to the 
United States and the President of 
the United States was graciously 
pleased to say that In the circum
stances he did not see that the sur- 

should be imposed. At that time 
arranged that negotiations 

entered into at a future 
degree of reciprocity in 

There had been

■
.3^:

...

Bide, because the Canadian sheep rais
er, his wool market open to the 
world, cannot get such prices as the 
American raiser and it is Impossible 
for him to compete.

"Under the favored nation clause 
which 1 will deal more specifically 
with in a few minutes, the sheep 
ranches of Argentina and New Zea
land where the sheep are raised for 
the wool and where the flesh of the 
sheep is only a by-product, comes into 
direct competition with the Canadian 
farmer. It is as plain as the daylight 
that under reciprocity the sheep in
dustry of Canada will be wiped off 
the map.

V
province. These were gathered to
gether to discuss the Issues of the 
campaign which would close on 
September 21, and, which he firmly 
believed would witness the downfall 
of the Liberal government of Canada.

Never had he seen such interest 
In an election as in the present cam- 

Never were there such large 
the meetings where the

'
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issues of the campaign were discuss
ed The reason for this was that the 
people of both sides of politics want
ed to hear discussed the question of 
reciprocity with the United States 
which had been made the chief fea
ture of the campaign. This question 
had also attracted the attention of 
the public men and newspapers of 
the-Hnited States, and they were all 
of the opinion that it was the first 
step in the direction of a conspiracy 
to hand Canada over to the United 
states. (Cries of never, never).

With this view of It taken It was 
little wonder that they had gathered 
together to hear the pact discussed 
and that people of both the great 
political parties had manifested their 
opposition to It. and were quite con
tent to allow Canada to work out her 
own, destiny as an Integral part of that 
great empire of which all

Favored Nation Clause.
In reference to the favored nations 

Sir Wilfrid said to you that they 
would not come into competition and 
also that in every item covered by 
the .schedule Canada exports more to 
the United States than she imports 
from it. We will see. In 1909 which 
Is the last year for which we have 
complete returns, Canada exported 
eggs to the United States to the value 
of $11,551 and imported eggs to the 
value of $177.000. We sent to the Unit
ed States $23,000 worth of cheese, 
and received back $45,000 worth, $24,- 
000 worth of beans and received back

$7,678 worth and received back the 
amount of $816,000 worth. Of lard, we 
sent in $2.555 and received back, $1,- 
347,000 worth. In manufactured farm 
products we sent in the sum of $3V 
388,000 worth in 1886 and in 1910. $4. 
026,000 worth, the trade had grown 
less than a million in 25 years. At the 

time we received from the Unit-
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should be 
time for a
natural products. , - .
talk of United States domination oi 
Canada In the future, but Mr. Slfton 
claimed that Canada had already ex
perienced that domination far the

«OTjinuagyg; 1Wed slalBS Mr. Sinon limn «peat *>m. minutes
TbS It’was brought ïnk to Hooding the market, of Canada with In WOTdlmh?”Ûiltïï

—“ ■” r was 6£aSJsiwK-..

s -ZüSàiïs geSSSESrathe supportera of the pact are ao fond U«t of pri 8 1 1 ; compared with
of quoting were alive today they <c. da _ or in one pm v tQ qmJte
would be found as leaders of the tbat caI1 i,,. contradicted tomor-
flght against the reciprocity agree- j^es^tbal ,0 take lhem oa ,helr
ment. (Applause and cheers). oan K,mlmi atid assume thet what

they have been telling you la true.

worth. Of bacon we sent in
Country Before Party.

Mr. 91/ton had taken a part in this 
Candidate for the City of St. John, campaign not as a Tory partizan but

as a man who had placed his country 
That the people of St. John are and ^ country's welfare ahead of 

aroused to the menace of the reel- hle party He had taken a large part 
procity pact was made abundantly , n»e defeat of the Conservative gov; 
manifest last evening Rfr» JjSg? ermWBTrt In ana he haxf Cfceupled 
anda of representative cltlsens throng a prominent position in the Liberal 
ed Queens Rtok to hear Hon. Clifford mtnl8try and was highly thougttf of and 
Sifton. a former minister in the beld tbe confidence of his leader to 
Laurier government give his reasons aueh a degree that after his retirement 
for opposing reciprocity. So great from tbe government he had been giv- 
was the interest that the big rink en position of chairman of the 
was crowded to the doors long before Canadian 
8 o'clock, and hundreds thronged tne wblcb aimed to conserve the Canadian 
street in front of the rtok unable to natural resources of Canada for the 
gain admission, though no special c^mdian people.
efforts had been made to drum up a This was not a party campaign, the 
crowd by means of brass bands, torch destiny of Canada was in question and 
light processions and free railway ,n tb|s fight men of all shades of pol- 
tlckets to the faithful from all parts ltical opinion were hastening to the 
of the province. support of those who were fighting the

The meeting was in marked contrast battle of British connection. He then 
to the Laurier demonstration, both introduced Mr. Sifton who was greeted 
to the attention acorded the speaker wilb so much hearty applause and 
and the spontaneous aud effervescent 8UCh cheers that he was obliged to 
enthusiasm which greeted the points stand for a few minutes at the centre 
scored against the reciprocity pact. ot tbe platform and wait for the ap- 
It was very evident that the people piause to subside before he could ut* 
had not come to the meeting out of ter a word, 
curiosity, but with the object of hear
ing what a man who has played an 
important part in the public life of 
his country had to say about the great 
issue before the country.

That Mr. Slftou’s logical and ex
haustive exposition of the dangers of 
the reciprocity pact made a strong im
pression upon his audience was shown 
by the frequent interjections of ap
plause and the tremendous storm of 
cheering which broke forth from the 
vast audience as he concluded his 
address. His arguments were only 
made the more impressive by bis 
statement at the beginning of his 
speech, that he was not a Conserva
tive. and was not speaking for any 
'party purpose, but as a citizen of 
Canada, convinced that it was his duty 

means In his

H. A. POWELL, K. C.,

MON. CUIF FORD SIFTON. X
OR. J. W. DANIEL,

Candidate for the City and County of' 
St. John.

ily sold in Canada is brought from 
New Zealand to Montreal, to the 
Maritime Provinces and to parts of 
British Columbia: Argentina beef can 
be laid down in our market, duty paid 
for 7c. per lb., mutton aud lamb laid 
down for 8c. per lb. Butter was im
ported from Australia last year and 
put on the market in the city of Mont
real and reduced the prices from 
27 l-2c. to 19c. per lb. in less than a 
month. (Applause). One million 
dozen of eggs were imported last 
year, the market in Montreal was 
broken by the eggs from Chicago! 
We bought eggs from Japan last year 
in considerable quantities. One mil-

i)
ed States in 1886 manufactured farm 
products to the value of $4,666,000, 
and in 1910. $18,000.000. Sir Wilfrid 
was no happier in his statistics than 
in his other arguments.

"The farmers of Canada sell 85 per 
cent, of their produce in their home 
market, and any benefit which will 
come from this reciprocity pact will 
be on the 15 per cent. Which they have 
for export. All
which they say the United States 
market will give us applies only to 
the 15 per cent, which is exported.
If all the privileges of the United 
States markets were given to us with
out anything in return that would not 
be so bad. but we are asked to open üon dollars wortlJ °îInilpi«ecata!p4 
our doors not only to the United States were brought from United State*
but also to the whole of the British last > ear. Talking of the fa\ ored na-
Eirtplre and to the 12 favored nations tion countries in the months ÿ April 
mentioned in the nact and May of this year, 1911. THEREmSiî WiîfrlS Laurier read a list of WERE 35J OOO LBS. MUTTON AND 
these at his meeting on Monday even- L * M ® M nR cn?n T| can A DA 8 AND
ing and took the case of Bolivia. Nev- A A N *?_ S?.hS-r c A N A D A ' AN£>
er mind Bolivia, that does not count. 162,000 ~... hhl, nf ...
Let us take some of the others. FROM THE U. S. <.743 bbls. of ap

ples were brought in April aud May 
from the U. S. and consumed in Can
ada, and 43,000 bushels potatoes from 
the U. S. in May and April and con
sumed in Canada.
to this point. In consequence of the 
development of our farms, we have 
a good home market for 85 per 
of our produce, a market which ha» 
been growing aud getting better, but 
prices on that market have now got to 
the point, and this is the essential 
point of my argument —they have now 
got to the point when these very 

t is proposed to let into

Provisions of Pact.
Referring to the trade pact, Mr. 

Sifton went on to explain -its provis
ions. It throws down the bars and 
opens the farmer's market of the 
United States to the agricultural pro
ducts of Canada. It also opened the 
farmer’s markets of Canada to the 
United States and in addition to that 
it lets into the Canadian markets the 
whole of the British Empire and the 
twelve favored nations and also low
ers the tariff on certain articles man 
ufactured from farm products.

When the agreement was nought 
back to Ottawa the members who ala 

with the government on it 
that the government did 

not furnish the necessary facts to 
form an intelligent opinion on it All 
through the discussion there had been 
the opinion and the conviction that 
the government was holding some
thing back.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier had spoken on 
the reciprocity agreement on Monday- 
evening and while the speaker was 
placed in a position that was not par
ticularly grateful to him to criticize 
the leader with whom he had had a 
long and a pleasant career, he still had 
a few remarks to make on his speeches 
He noticed that Sir Wilfrid had said 
that his speech at Simcoe had been 
abused by Mr. Sifton because he had 
not supplied arguments on the reci
procity pact. He did not abuse it, but 
he expressed the opinion that there 
was no argument in it and Sir Wilfrid 
himself had agreed with him by say- 

he did on Monday evening.

all

conservation commission,

the higher prices

No Better Market for Hay.
"Next Sir Wilfrid says that the 

whole purpose of the pact is to give 
the farmers of Canada the benefit of 
a larger market. We will see. Take 
the matter of hay. which I have heard 
quoted. I understartd 
the most profitable market for the 
people of the Maritime Provinces to 
send their hay. Let me tell you that 
the only result of taking the duty off 
hay In the Boston market would be 
that there would be large quantities 
of hay shipped from New Brunswick, 
and larger quantities shipped from 
Quebec, and the Boston market which 
is now on an import basis for hay, 
would be put on an export basis, and 
the hay would not be worth as much 
in the port of Boston as it would be 
at the point of shipment, y 

"Sir Wilfrid also says that 
western wheat would command higher 
prices in the United States than in 
Canada, and that the removal of the 
duty on wheat would greatly help the 
wheat growers of the west. There is 
no chance in the world of an increase 
in the price of wheat for the Canadian 
wheat grower under reciprocity, and 
I will tell you why. The northwestern 
part of the United States has a sur
plus of hard wheat of about 40 million 
or 50 million bushels, which through 
manipulation and through other rea
sons. is generally about 5 cents a 

" bushel above the price In Canada. We 
= have a wheat crop this year of 200,- 

000,000 bushels and it will soon be 
300,000,000 and then 500,000,000 bush
els. Anyone can see as soon as the 
duty is taken off what will happen. 
As soon as our wheat is poured into 
northern Dakota the price of wheat 
will come down to an export basis and 
the wheat growers will not be better

Contradictory Statements.
"They say, for instance, that prices 

are higher in the U. S. for certain 
agricultural products than in Canada; 
they sav, for instance, that the high
est quality of butter is higher in 
price in U. S. points than in Canada.
I will take what they say as right. 
They admit outside of the highest 
quality that there is probably 85 per 
cent, of the total higher on the Cana 
dlan side. At the present time, 
cheese is higher in Canada than in 
the U. S. Our opponents claim the 
beat quality is prevailing higher in 
the U. S. We will assume what they 
say Is right, 10 per cent, enters the 
U. S. at the prevailing high prices.

•The highest quality of cattle are 
variable, sometimes slightly higher and 
sometimes a little lower. The highest 
quality of eggs in some cities of Can
ada, a little lower than they are In 
some American cities; but generaUy 
speaking all the other grades of eggs 
are higher in Canada, considerably 
higher. (I will prove that to you in 
a few minutes). Sheep and lambs at 
the present time have been higher for 
several months pqyt in Canada than 
in the U. S., apart from any local var
iation. , ,

“For many years sheep apd lambs 
much cheaper in Canada than 

in the United States. DURING THE 
LAST YEAR OR SO THEY HAVE 
BEEN DEARER IN CANADA AND 
CHEAPER IN THE UNITED STATES.

o a large shipment 
was sold In Tor-

not agree 
contended that Boston Is

Hon. Clifford Sifton.
AND LAMBAfter expressing his pleasure at the 

very large and representative meeting 
which had assembled to hear the re
ciprocity pact discussed. Mr. Sifton 
said he came before them for the pur
pose of explaining the reasons which 
caused him to break with his party 
on the question. He was not biased 
by party view’s because if he were he 
would still be supporting the govern
ment in this election. He had no per
sonal antipathy against Sir Wilfrid 
Laurier or any of his ministers for 
his relations with them had always 
been, most cordial. He w’as actuated 
by his sense of duty as a citizen and 
he desired to apeak to his audience 
as one citizen to another.

For the last 25 years Canada had 
made great progress under the pro
tective policy which had been enun
ciated in 1879 and which with some 
modifications had been In force ever 
since. This policy had appealed to 
the farmers as well as to the manu
facturers and however unimportant 
the agricultural schedule might have 
been in 1879 it was now of the utmost
importance. Ancient History No Argument.

During the last ten or twelve years “But after saying that no argument 
there had been a remarkable develop was needed Sir Wilfrid changed his 
ment in Canada along certain lines, ground a-nd discussed the arguments 
Vast expenditures had been made by against it. And the first thing he 
the government in inducing agricul- says is that the Conservatives should
tural settlers to come into the Can- not object to It because it was favor- Wh t wm Not Advance,
adian west and hundreds of thousands ed by former ministers in Canadian nponle are already
of dollars had been spent In studying governments. Sir John Macdonald, The America P P ,‘his
the agricultural Feasibilities ot the Tilley. Dhrrlon. Br6wn twd Cartier protecting V^ o' taow the Amerl-
country and providing tor Its develop- and others were In fovor of It years very thing tor >ou hnow tne Amen
Sent. Millions of dollars had been ago. Well, the last of these men 88»^P'*Wnk C.st wtan they pass-
spent in providing facilities for the died thirty years ago. and I am afraid ed the gmcïsslon and
marketing of the products of the Can- they cannot be called upon now to tied it, and ‘ mat(er
adian west. Great expenditures had give us much up to date information ngltotlon tblg ldea wbeal
iippn made in the canal systems, in upon it.” (Laughter and applause). of form. Acting . , fn?he transnortotion systems and in the “Conditions «now, however, are not dealers in Ch cage have attempted to
SSridU? tartoïï m order that the what they were In Canada thirty.live cover «■e”8e*'f8 a"£ ,‘h*

ss;sn..:sr.. tuvs sr Jr tsrs.-JE
s:: ~ -I sffsts a-fes

fine home market which consumed there would have been, no chance of of It in the we

Competition Will Increase.
I am not going to deal with all the 

favored nations—it would be too la
borious and quite unnecessary—I do 
not know it Is worth while to read the 
list, but I have been at some meet 
lugs where some of the people did not 
know exactly what nations were re
ferred to. The favored nations are 
Argentina, which is the one country 
in the world where progress has been 
faster than in Canada during the last 
ten year»; Austria-Hungary. Bolivia. 
Hungary, Denmark (which is one of 
the countries that we have to admit 
beats ue in butter and cheese in qual 
ity). Japan. Norway and Sweden. 
Russia. Spain. Switzerland, Venezue
la and In addition to these twelve the 
British Empire. 1 am going to speak 
of Just a few of them. You are told 
you are going to get a market in the 
United States of 90 millions. Last 

the United States produced

So that you com®

r
countries i 
our market are 
goods in here and cut 
prices of our farmers to their home

to send their 
down thethat he*did not think it was necessary 

to argue It. (Laughter and cheers.)
Continuing, Mr. Sifton said; "Sir 

Wilfrid has said that there was no 
argument needed. 1 am afraid that he 
will find before he is through with it, 
that considerable argument is need 
ed” (Laughter and cheers with cries 
of,' "That’s right.” “We’ll show him. 
etc.)

to oppose by every 
power the adoption of a treaty which 
would be disastrous to the national 
wellbeing and imperial aspirations of 
his fellow citizens.

In the course of his address he 
dealt at some length with the effect 
of reciprocity upon the winter port 
business, pointing out that while Mr. 
Pugsley was proposing to construct 
great harbor facilities at Courtenay 
Bay, he was supporting a policy which 
as Sir Wilfrid said, would cause Can
adian trade to flow to the United 
States like a mill race, and thus ren
der the harbor facilities useless.

One of the features of the meeting 
was the great reception accorded the 
candidates, Mr. Powell and Dr. Daniel, 
who followed Mr. Sifton in brief 
speeches.

The platform was festooned with 
flags and bunting, and there were 
banners bearing the Inscriptions:

en and British Connection.” 
Flag That Binds the Empire.”

Dumping in Canada.
"The farmer of Canada will 

brought into competition with prac
tically the whole world. Whenever 
there is a glut of agricultural fcroducta 
in Russia or Argentina, they can be 
dumped in here to 
the Canadian farmer. The negroes of 
the southern states can flood your 

ported last year marbet8 wjtb poultry and eggs which 
$438,000,000 of food stuff from her tbey (;an rajse in that country a good 
own ports. Russia, which is one of deai (bcaper than you can and you 
the favored nation countries, export- are asbt,d to compete with them. I 
ed $23,500.000 worth of butter; Aus- never saw such a preposterous pro- 
tralla, $20,000.000 worth of beef; New as this which leaves the Can-
Zealand $4.000,000 worth of lamb; Ar- adian farmer at the mercy of the world 
gentine, $5,000,000 worth of lamb. and tben telling him that it was done 
EVERY ONE OF THESE COUNTRIES for bls own benefit. Every.country 
IS AMONGST OUR STRONGEST ,n tbe WOrhl which Is carrying on dl- 
COMPETITORS IN THE MARKETS versified agriculture successfully*!
OF THE WORLD: THERE IS NOT j^ protected nation.”
A SINGLE ONE OF THESE CO UN-1 jflr sifton then showed how the 
TRIES TO WHICH WE, OUTSIDE ; farmvr8 Qf France. Germany and Bel- 
OF THE UNITED STATES, COULD gjuin bad prospered under protection. 
SHIP ANYTHING WITH | Denmark had no protection, but the

Danish farmers were experts in dairy
ing and there could he no competition 
with them.

Continuing, he said: "The net result 
of the thing is that we have a home 
market which takes 85 per cent, of 
our produce and this market we are 
asked to throw open practically to the

be

year ■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■
enough to feed her 90 millions of the 
kind of product*: we raise in Canada, 
because what was Imported was not 
worth mentioning; and in addition 
the United States ex

A month or so 
of sheep and lam 
onto. After paying duty, in competi
tion with sheep and lambs from On
tario farms, they were sold cheaper 
and the result was, of course, that 

and Quebec

ag
m’ the detriment of

the prices of Ontario 
sheep went down. I wnnt to explain 
how this occurred. Many have given 
the subject as much consideration as 
1. and 1 am not givlfig you any new 
Information in regard to sheep and 
lambs. In the United States some 
years ago they started to protect the 
wool which Is grown upon the sheep, 
and in consequence of that protection,

off.

....... Dhrrlon, Brown and Cartier,,
and others were in favor of It years 
ago. Well, the last of these men 

and I am afraid 
upon now to 
e information

■ a
"Bord
"The
"Canada for the Canadians.”
Premier Hazen presided and on the 

platform with him and the speakers 
were mmy prominent citizens. After 
calling the meeting to order, the 
chairman introduced Mr. Sifton the 
principal speaker of the evening.

which Is extremely heavy, the grow
ing of wool is very profitable. IN
?°hNe8Eu9n êNSEsTt^eF,AR=^R8t^

Mc8;,utnhte

TION, AND ON THE MEAT. The
result Is the mutton Industry has beeu 
growing in the United States very 
greatly, and that is the reason they 
are getting below us in their prices— 
owing to the fact that they get a larg
er profit on their wool—and the in
crease is such that the price Is going 
to be permanently cheaper on

Any Advantage.
There is not a single one of these 

countries that cannot lay down all 
these products provided they have^ a 
favorable freight rate, at St. John, 
that would only add a trifling amount 
to the cost per pound at which It 
would be soiu to the consumer.

Taking last year’s prices as a basis, 
beef of excellent quality which is read-1

Mr. Kazan.
Premier Hazen said it was an hon

or to him to preside at the greatest 
meeting he had ever seen in 8t. John. 
Not onlv was the audience composed 
of men in all walks of life in this city, 
but also there were present represent
atives from every constituency in the

en out 
in favor Continued on Page 2.

“I’m Not a Conservative, Don’t Run Away With That Idea. ” No, Mr. Sifton, But You’re a Man Who 
Places Canada, Imperial Trade and British Connection Before Party, and in That We Honor You.
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