———
of him at all—ang
“unavoidably pre-

e thought
1at he was
"'om - coming,
of Jim Breakspe
ks, which would
arably

ar's extreme
have magde
conceited, he wag
and that was the way
wtter to himself in regarg
She would have g right
him—if she thought about him
d Le hardly believed" thatsghe
k apout him much, She was
“and handsome, and had so
chaps dangling round her,
of them more important in
scale than gn ex- cowboy ang
f Yeomanry. Still, he would
ter this evening, and she woulg
¢ morning. Perhaps he would
flowers, too.
; on this course, Jim
a g out the photo-
and looking at them
'1.111 to Inn that the girl's
mwore divine than he had
1t at first. Life would hardly
unless he were doing all
noving heaven and earth—to

had thought and smoked for
piacked the contents of the
u-ir their old places, with the
f the photograph and the
. Even the grim death-mask
into its napkin and its paper
Then he pushed the port-
to a deep wardrobe built into
1d locked the door. The key
into his pocket. It was not
all this-was done that he
etter to Miss Oakley—a short
ically saying how sorry he

be able to see her as he had

tull dining in even the best
one, and Breakspear was in
f going to some restaurant
hd no invitation for the even-
night he felt that it would be
nial to his meod to stop at
eady it was getting om to-
sual dinner hour, and he had
ders; but his landlady and his
cook were x(eummodauu.,
Feally admired him immensely
haye done anything for him,
aware of that), and he, weould
more len a eunilet or some-
of the sort.
ng, uul made his request to
who answered the bell. He
dinner  at eight—anything
meanwhile he was going out
d.
d was to post Mi
uy her some flowe He did
vhat her faverites were, but
@ expensive-looking girl, ‘the
who made a man feel sfie
the best, the thimgs which
st money, whether they were
things or not. Owing te the
ad not yet begun to blossom
therefore it was not te be
Jim bought gquantities of
and dozens of pink and pale
ds. If a peace
b hoped that thie big box hes
he country house near Brigh-
e accepted as such.
dressing for dinner, whether
alone or in company, and
with the photograph
pown propped up against tife
re which he tied his necktie.
he had bought Miss Oakley’s
had been sentimental enough
1e some for the picture, to be
before a shr It had been
ly easy to «Iumw for Miss
g seemed good enough
utiful Unknown, whom he
n a boyish way, he was en-
5 his guest. She was not of
lo would 1ik€ things because
of money b been spent
so at last he had selected for
be flowers which he himself
ragrant, moon-white day
s she Leld in the phetograph.
was dressed, he filled a vase
and put the lilies in it. The
ed on the table already"set
er; and when the depressea
t” had brought in the desired
leparted, Breakspear poised
hph amoeng the lilies, where
fairer than they.
t a gold frame for it to-mor-
d to himself, “One of those
with turqmoises studded alt
hat 1 saw in Bond streetr ¢he
hg. It wouldn’t be too sarge
et in one” of those framds,
el I must always keep it
puldn’t stir out of the house
k it with me. One carn’t tell,
what might happen.”
eves gn the photograph, he
ss of wine to his lips. “I
p, beantiful princess,” he ex-
ud, “and to my own luek—
I you. Luck to win you,”
put to finish, when a knock
door. Ilastily he set down
hss—so hastily that a few red
spilt on the tablecloth, and
v his Land went out to snatch
potograph, which was far too
1 by the eyes of a stupid
dering in when he was not

s Oakley’s

1

patient one outside did not
knock to be answered. Be-
pear had disposed of his glass
the photograph in its framé
door was opened. Jim look-
t with a frown of vexation,
blood rushed up to his fore-
ave. It was not a servant
1 the threshold. It was the
| others in the world whom
ve expected least.
o be continued.)

ERIFF SHOT.
Tenn., Aug. 6.—Sheriff I
n, of De Soto county, Miss.,

to this city to-night for
1ition, having been shot and
rtally wounded this after-
stol duel with County Sur-

Moody, of De Soto county.
and Moody were both cak
shancery court clerk and it
t the difficulty grew out
that were distributed last

certain charges against

Moody surrendered.
imbed to WWounds,

Fenn.,, Aug. 7.—Sheriff L.

a, of DeSoto county, Miss.,
yught here. for medical at-

to-day. Williamson was
nded in a pistol duel at
iss. Moody has been spirit-
the sheriff to prevent viok

offering were -

i |

VICTORIA TIMES, TUESDAY, AUGUST 11. 1903.

DF”WW

1
WMW

question we feel that our position is ab-Y

N THE House of Commons on
Thursday, July 30th, the Pre-
mier, Sir Wilfrid Laurier, in-
troduced a bill entitled “an
act to provide for the con-
struction of a National Trans-

tinental Railway,” and in doing so de-
ered a speech lasting several hours.
As this measure is of the greatest im-
nee to the Dominion, a full report
the speech is published below.
r Wilfrid said:
Mr. Speaker, I beg'leave of the House
y introduce a bill entitled “An act to
. for the construction
mal Transcontinental railway.”
sheers.) The bill which I have
to place in your hands is divided
two parts. The first provides for
he creation of a commission to be com-
osed of three members, and to be em-
powered to build a certam portion of the
ilway which is mentioned in the bill,
the title of which I have just given.
do not know that at this moment it
would serve any good purpose
minutely into the provisions of this part
of the bill. They are such as are to be
found in bills of this character, to em-
power commissioners to do a certain
work, and they define their powers and
their obligations. The second part of the
bill provides for the ratification of a
~contract which has been entered into be-
tween the government and certain gentle-
men now seeking inc¢orporation under tlie
name of the Grand Trunk Pacific Rail-
way Company. This bill will have to be
supplemented by resolutions which I will
place on the order paper, to conform with
our rules of procedure in such cases as
this. e

Voicing a Deep Sentiment.

The :House has been impatient, and
not unnaturally,” to- be informed of the
leading particulars:of -the policy which
we have to present Wwith' regard to the
building of another transcontinentalrail-
way. It will be my duty now to'ifiform
the House,
edge it is in my power to give at this
moment, in order to satisfy a very legiti-
mate curiosity. (Cheers.) First, sir,
perhaps it would not be amiss if I ad-
dress myself at once to a question which
has come to us from different quarters,
and which may find an echo outside as
well as within this House—why this new
enterprise? Why this expenditure?
Why should parliament be called upon to
assent to such a policy as is here indi-
cated? We ask parliament to assent to
this policy because we believe—mnay, we
feel cerraim;-and certain beyond a doubt
—that in sedoing Wewive voice and ex-
pression to a gentilrent, afatént but deep
sentiment, which is?to‘ds§>in’ the aind,

nor

into

and still more in the heart, of evéry Can:'

adian, that a transcontinental railwas
to extend from the shores of the Atlantic
ocean to the shores of the Pacific ocean,
and to be every inch of it on Canadian
soil, is a national as well as a commercial
necessity. (Loud cheers.)) That such a
road must be built; that it is, in the
language which I have used, a national
and a commercial necessity; that it is a
coroliary of our status as a nation; that
it is a request of our commercial develop-
ment, is a proposition from which up to
this moment I have heard no dissent.
(Renewed cheers.)
Time For Actlon. .

Exception has been taken to the Im-
mediate necessity of building such a
road. Exception has been taken to the
policy which we have to suggest for the
immediate construction of such a road;
but as to the idea itself, I have never
heard a word of opposition, nor do I be-
lieve that such a word will be heard in
the debate. The first of these objections,
that is, to the immediate construction of
a road, can be disposed of, I believe, with
a single observation. To those who urge
upon us the policy of to-morrow; to those
who tell us, wait, wait, wait; to those
who advise us to pause and consider, and
to reflect and to calculate and to inquire,
our answer is, “No, this is not a time for
deliberation; this is a time for action.”
The flood iide is upon us that leads on
to fortune; if we let it pass it may never
recur again. If we let it pass, the voy-
age of our national life, bright as it is
to-day, will be arrested in the shallows.
(Cheers.) We cannot wait, because time
does not wait; we cannot wait, because
in these days of wonderful development
time lost is doubly lost; we cannot wait,
because at this moment there is a trans-
formation going on in the conditions of
our national life which it would be folly
to ignore and a crime to overlook. We
cannot wait, because the prairies of the
Northwest, which for countless ages
have been roamed over by the wild herds
of bisons, or by the scarcely less wild
tribes of red men, are now invaded by
the white race, They came last year
100,000 strong, and still they come in
greater numbers. (Cheers.) Already
theg are at work tilling the soil, already
they are at work sowing, harvesting and

\ping.

The Duty of Parliament.

We say that to-day it is the duty of
the Canadian government, it is the duty

f the Canadian parliament, it is the

vy of all those who have a mandate
from the people, to attend to the needs
imd requirements of this vast growing
country, to give heed to that condition

things. (Hear, hear.) We consider

it is the duty. of all those
within these walls by the
the people to provide im-
means whereby the labors of
e new settlers may find an exit to
ocean at the least possible cost; and
reby likewise a market may be
nd for those who toil in the forests,
the fields, in the mines, and in the
ops of the older province. This is our
it is immediate and imperative.
aven grant that it be not already too
Heaven grant that by reason of

lay the trade of Canada is not deviated
her channels, and that an ever-
int competitor does not take to him-
the trade that properly belongs to
ose who acknowledge’ Canada as their
tive or their adopted land. Upon this

sit
of

Hate

¢

of a Na-

the |

to go|

and to give it all the knowl-:

solutely safe and secure, we feel that it
corresponds to the beating of every Can-
adian heart, though there may be a dif-
ference of opinion with regard to the
method we have employed to secure the
accomplishment of the task we have in
view. (Cheers.)

Reasons For Government’s Policy.

Sir, we recognize that upon this ques-

| tion of policy there may be an honest and

honorable difference of opinion; we know

. that there have been already such differ-

ences of opinion, honorable and honest,
because it has been our misfortune to
lose one of our colleagues upon this ques-
tion. But we recognize, however, that
we stand upon very firm ground, and it
will be my duty to present to the House
the reasons which have led up to the
policy which we have adopted and the
reasons which we can invoke in favor of
its support. (Renewed cheers.) We
think that this road, in order to give to
the people the full benefit which they
have a right to expect from it, should
extend westward from the heart of the
Maritime Provinces, from the town of
Moncton, at the juncture of the two lines
which proceed from Halifax and from
St. John. I know very well that amongst
those who oppose our poli¢y there are a
good many who maintain that it is suf-
ficient that such a road should be con-
structed from Quebec westward to the
Pacific ocean, and a good many who op-
pose this scheme pretend that there is no
need whatever of extending that railway
from Quebec to Moncton, because be-
tween Quebec and Moncton there is al-
ready the Intercolonial railway. Sir, the
answer which we have to maké to this
objection is plain, obvious, categorical,
peremptory and paramount; the answer
is that the Intercolonial never was in-
tended and never was conceived and
never was built for transcontinental
traffic. (Cheers.) _

The Intercolomal Ral]way

+ The* Intercolonial was first conceived
as.a military road. It was built and
located fort political reasons, not from
any commereial (considerations. Far be
it from me to.cast any aspersions upon
the judgment of those who conceived and
carried out this very museful enterprise.
But if the truth must be ‘told it must
be said that those who! conceived and
carried out the Intercolonial added to ifs
length, to.its normal length, several hun-
dred miles. (Hear, hear.) I will “not
quarrel with them at this stage. The
reasons were political, and they weére
reasons we can. all understand. If that

railway was located where it is to-day |

it was simply because it was desired to
Zive facilities to the groups of popula-
tign gyhich inhabit the north shore of
New. Brunswick and the south shore of
the St. Lawrenkey..Far be it from me
to blame the judgmentof.those who car-
ried out that enterprise;:lit the action
which they took affords us a lessen. which
we should not forget at the presentitime.
The action which they took is a -lessom

to us who are to-day entrusted with the {?

destinies of this nation, as the trustees
of the people, that in building a trans-
continental ‘railway we have to build not
only for the time being, but for the mor-
row as well, and not only for one local-
ity, but for all localities. (Hear, hear.)
Sir, the men of 1867 built for the, condi-
tion of things which they found in 1867;
but we who live since then, we the men
of 1903, we have to build for a condition
of things which exists in 1903, and not
only for that condition of things, but also
for a condition of things that we see
looming up in the near future. (Cheers.)
Outline of the Route.

The line which we propose will extend
from the Quebec bridge down on the
southern slope of the mountmu which
extends through the counties of Levis,
Bellechasse, Montmagny, L'Islet, Kam-
ouraska and Temiscouata, up to the
town of BEdmundston. At the town
of Edmundston that line will &on-
neet with the system of railways which
now unites there, and which has direct
railway connection with St. John. From
the town of Edmundston the railway
will proceed eastward to the town of
Moncton, it is impossible to say at this
moment by what route, perhaps that of
Chipman, or in the vicinity of Chipman.
At all events, from this point it is im-
possible exactly to locate any precise
line, or to be able to say where it will be
ultimately. Suffice it to ‘say that we

desire to have the best and the shortest !

line between Levis and Moncton. This

| is the line which would have been adopt-

ed in 1867, but in 1867 the settlements
within the territory which will be cov-
ered partly by this line were few and far
between. If there were any at all they
were certainly very few in number. But
the condition of things has been changed
since that time. The surplus of popula-
tion north of the chain of mountains has
overstepped the mountains, and is to be
found upon the other side. It has oc-
cupied these fertile valleys, which are
now rapidly settling up. New farms are
being established, new parishes are
springing up, and therefore this is our
justification, not only for the schéme
which we propose, but it is one of the
justifications for it which did not exist
in 1867, and which exists in - 1903.
(Cheers.)
A Devious Line,

But we will be told—I know we have
been told already—that by building such
a line we are paralleling the line of the
Intercolonial railway. I have
taken issue with my late colleague, the
ex-minister of raibways and canals (Hon.
Mr. Blair) on this point, and once more
I beg to take issme with him upon this
point. If you will look at the map you
will perceive that the Intercolonial when
it leaves the station at Halifax proceeds
almost directly in a straight line to the
head waters of the Bay of Fundy, where
it reaches Truro, and that from Truro
the line proceeds in an almost due west
course to Moncton; that from Monctony
it strikes northward to the waters of the
Baie des Chaléurs; that when reaching

| line is parallel

|

]

The Speech of Sir Wilir: d LLaurierinthe Domimon
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the waters of the Baie des Chaleurs it
hugs the shore very closely until it comes
to the confluence of the Restigouche river;
at the Restigouche river the line strikes
westward and follows the waters of the
St. Lawrence river to Chaudiere Junc-
tion, a little west of Levis. Thus the
line makes a long loop towards the
north, it describes almost a complete
semi-circle, and the distance covered by
it is no less than 488 miles.

Blunder of British Diplomacy.

If it were possible to have a line of
railway in a direct course from Lev's to
Monecton, it would be possible, I h:lieve,
without any exaggeration, to abridze the
distance almost one-half, but, nnfor:un-
ately, and I say it frankly to the House,
it is not possible to have an absolutely
direct line or the shortest line possible
between Moncton and Levis, or, if you

tical reasons. Certainly, those who built
the line, those who conceived it, ghose
who planned it,” never contemplated at

the time that. the day would ever come .

when it would be used for transcontin-
enta] transportation. Scarcely had the
last rail been put down, scarcely had a
train commenced to run upon it, when it
was discovered that the long route which
had been followed was a serious impedi-
ment to trade, and even to the compara-
tively small trade of Canada at the time,
(Hear, hear.) An agitation immediately
commenced in the Maritime provinces,
in the province of Quebeec, and even
westward in the province of Ontario, to
have a shorter line built, betwcen the
centre of confederation and the eastern
port of Canada.

Previous Agitation Recalled,

Those who were in the House of Com- ‘

Prince Edward Island, or the province
of New Brunswick, but I believe it has
' taken just as dee‘ a hold of the minds
of our friends of the other provinces al-
| nfost as it has in the Maritime provinces.
Although every effort has been made to
| render the operation of the Intercolonial
railway as successful as possible, al-
.though more has been accompllshed in
| the development of the country, in the
development of the trade and business
! of the country through the agency of the
Intercolonial railway than any person
on either side of this House a few years
| ago supposed to be possible, still we have
‘found we were too heavily handicapped
by the distance, and we have been driven
to'the conclusion by the force of circum-
stances and by the practical results that
{ it is impossible for the ports of St. John
and Halifax to compete with the nearer
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will know the reason, you will find it in
a glance at the map, and you will find it
in the blunder which was made by Brit-
ish diplomaey in settling our boundary
line by the Ashburton-Webster treaty.
(Cheers.) No one can look at the map
without a feeling, a sentiment almost
akin to indignation. But it is no use to
go back to what has been done. We
have to take facts as they are, we have
to submit to the inevitable, and to the
fact that the boundary line in the state
of Maine has beem projected through our
territory, with the result that it has
been brought to within a distance of
almost 45 miles of the St. Lawrence.
We have to follow the line of the state
of Maine, and, following that line, we
believe we can abridge the distance be-
tween Moncton and Levis by from 120
miles to 140 miles. Between these two
lines of railway, the one extending north-

‘shortest and best practicable

ward to the shore of the St. Lawrence,
and the line which is now laid down on
the map, there will be a distance at
every point of at least 30 miles, and at
some points of at least 75 miles. It is |
impossible under these circumstances,
therefore, to say that thé second line
will parallel the line of the Intercolonial
railway. (Cheers.)

Does Not Parallel I. C,R.

First of all, how can we say that the
at all? What is the
definition of a parallel line? I could not
conceive that one line is paralleling an-
other because they start at the same
point and end at the same point, but

, tney only become parallel lines when it

already |

is possible for the people living between
these two lines to use either one or the
other of them. This is a condition which

{ does not apply to the present line which

we are proposing. (Cheers.) There will
be a distance of 30 miles, which alone
would prevent communication from one
to the other; but, in addition to that,
between those 30 miles there is a chain
of mountains, which it is very difficult
for people to overcome. Therefore, I
say it cannot be fairly stated that this
line is going to parallel the line that we
already have in existence. I stated a
moment ago that the line of the Inter-

line of

colonial was placed where it is for.poli-

mohs in the years 1880, 1881, 1882, 1883
and 1884, will remember that almost
every session allusion was made to the
fact that the Intercolonial railway could
not serve the purpose of the growing
traffic of Canaaa, and we had to find a
shorter line of railway than we then
had. The feeling became so acute, the
agitation became so strong, that the gov-
ernment of Sir John Maecdonald had to
give heed to it, and in 1884 the following
resolution was introduced by Sir Charles
Tupper, then minister of railways and
canals: “For the construction of a line
of railway connecting Montreal with the
harbors of St. John and Halifax by the
route, a
subsidy not exceeding $170,000 per an-
num for fifteen years, or a guarantee of
a like sum for a like period, as interest
on bonds of the company undertaking
the work.” DMark the language of this
resolution: “For the construction of a
raiiway connecting Montreal
with the harbbrs of- St. John'and Hali-

ports of Portland and Boston, in the

United States.
As Viewed in the Past.

“Under these circumstances the atten-
tion of the government has been drawn,
as I have said on one or two oc-
cagions before in this House, to the
best means by which we might secure
a realization of that which we all de-
sire—the Atlantic terminus being in
Canadian territory, as well as the Pa-
cific terminus—and tnus be placed+in a
position to fairly compete for the
trapscontinnental trade and traffic that
we all know must follow over that
line. I have stated the position in
which this question stands from its na-
tional or larger point of view, and I
believe I may confidently rely not only
upon the kind of support of our friends
on thi8 side of the House for carrying
out a measure which has been consid-
ered by the government in all its as-
pects and in all its bearings, with a
view to the promotion of the best in-

fax, by the shortest and best practicable | terests of the country, but I bglieve 1

route,”

the
route, that it could not serve th purposes
of the growing trade of that time. (Hear,
hear.)

Sir Charles Pupper’s Views.

But, strong as is the admission con-
tained in the resolution, it is perhaps
still better that I should give the com-
mentaries made on that occasion by Sir
Charles Tupper himself to illustrate and
develop the thought that is there con-
tained. He said: “Then a very strong
feeling has grown up in the Maritime
provinces, and not only in the Maritime
provinces, but throughout Canada, be-
cause I believe that from British Colum-
bia down through the Northwest Terri-
tories, through the province of Ontario,
and in the province of Quebec, there has
been a strong and general sentiment that
this great inter-oceanic line of the Can-
adian Pacific railway would be incom-
plete if we were obliged to have our
Atlantic termintis in a foreign country.
I believe the sentiment is not at all con-
fined to the provinces of Nova Scotia or

There was an admission that | can rely with equal
| the line of the Intercolonial railway was | the support
i not

confidence upon
of gentiemen opposite in

shortest and best practicable | carrying out what we all recognize as

most important, making a complete line
of eommunication through Canada, and
enabling us to have the great eocean
-termini on the Atlantic as well as on
the Pacific within our own borders.
From Montreal, Halifax will be brought
within 672 miles, and it is found prac-
ticable to obtain a line which will bring
the port of Sydney, under the effect of
this subvention, within 774 miles. There
will thus be saved in the present distance
from Montreal to Sydney 219 miles; in
the distance from Montreal to Halifax,
173 miles, amd the distance to St. John
will be reduced to 159 miles.

Asked Support of All,

“I have only to read these figures to
the House, I think, in order to show
thatt the government, in asking for this
aid in extending practically the termin-
us of the C. P, R., involving, as it will,
the tramsport of the traffic of both the

G. T. R. and the C. P. R, down to our
own ocoast and our own ports in the

i
|
|
i
|
!Montreal, but the shortest line to Que-
!
I
|
{
!

Maritime provinces, are aid,
which will without any question assure
the completion of that. I .huve already

 stated that it is proposed that this

shall not only be the shortest line to

askmg

bee. In fact I believe that within a
very brief period—I have stated four
years as the term in these resolutions—
this line of communication will be per-
fected, and we will have the satisfac-
tion of finding that we have the com-
plete realization of our hopes and ex-
pectations in reference to the transcon-
tinental traffic of the C. ¥. R. will be
i brought down to our owm ports. The
que~t10n§ with which I have been deal-q
ing up to this point,.of course, are based
upon broad and national considerations.
They are founded upon a policy that is
recognized ,and has been recognized from
the first, as the first duty that we owe
the country, and that is to be obtained
by the construdtion of a national line
of railway, the closest possible inPercom-
munication between one .section of our
country and another. The great dis-
advantage under which Canada has
labored, if it may be regarded as a dis-
advantage, was the remoteness of im-
portant sections of our common coun-
try from one another, and we have all
regarded it as a first duty we owed to
the country to endeavor to remove and
obviate that as far as possible by dimin-
ishing the distance between all the im-

portant points of communication in the
several ~sections of our country, thus
bringing them as alosely as we could to-
gether. Not only commercially, but so-.
cially, the greatest possible advantage
may be fairly expected from shortening
the distance of intercommunication be- "
tween the great commercial centres of .
the country and the outlying portions of i
i
An Important Omission,

Now, sir, continued Sir Wiifrid, inl
this long extract which I have read
from that impertant speech d6f Sir ;
Charles Tupper, the central idea is ﬂmtl
the mode of communicating with  the |
Maritime province ports over the I.|
C. R. was inadequate on account of!
its long distance, and that it was the !
duty of the Canadian parliament and
the Canadian people to at onee pro-
vide for a shorter route of communica-
tion -between the west and the east.
This policy was never dissented from;
it was accepted immediately, but I
would call the attenticn of the House
to one thing which is. noticeable, which
perhaps escaped the- attention of gen-
tlemen on the opposite' side, bpt which
did not escape our attention when we
were sitting on the opposition side of
the House. It is noticeable that whilst
Sir Charles Tupper lays great- stress
upon the fact that our national har-
bors are to be found wupon Canadian
territory, and that we should have a
shorter means of communication be-
tween St. John.and Halifax, he especi-
ally . avoided any reference to . the
equally great necessity ithat the line of
railway should be on Canadian terri-
tory. (Cheers.) Sitting as we were on
the opposition side of the House, we
were not slow to call attention to this
omission. We called the attention of
the = government to it, and n~ we re- |
ceived no satisfaction then, I, \ntsz
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in the seat now occupied by my hos.
friend from Jacques. Cartier (Mr.
Monk), moved the .following -amend-
ment, because we .had reason to be-{
lieve that which actually turned out to |
be true afterwards, that.it was the in-

tention of the government of that da,v'
not to build the short line of railway |
upon Canadian territory,  but npon’
American territory. /I mbved: *“That |
the said resolution be not now read a .
second time, but that ‘it be referred

back to a committee of the whole, with’
power to amend the same by providing !
that the romte for the line of railway |
cornecting Montreal 'with the harbors !
of St. John and Halifax, for which a
subsidy of $100,000 a year for fifteen
vears is provided, should'be subject to
the approval of parliament.”

What the Conservatives Promise.

I am sorry to say that this motion of
mine - was defeated If it had not been
defeated, if the policy which was there
enunciated had been implemented, prob-
ably it would not be my duty to-day to
ask this House to vote mouey for the
building of another transcontinental line
between Quebec and Moncton, for the
line would have been ypon Canadian ter-
ritory. (Cheers.) However, the motion
was defeated, and in order to ¢htain the
majority of parliament to’ veote against
this . motion the .government , had to
promise—and it made the promise on
the floor of this House—that during
the recess . between that session
and the fpllowing. session surveys
and explorations would be made by
competent engineers to discover if we
could not have a.better route than the
one which-was indicated. as we un-
derstood, across the  state of Maine.
During the recess and in the sum-
mer of 1884, several exploring parties
went out, and their reports can be
found ‘in the return which was
brought down in the session of 1883, be
ing “A return to an address (Senate)
presented to His Execellencys the Gover-
nor-General, dated the 17th of March
last, praying His Excellency to cause
to be laid before this House copies of
the reports of the various surveys made
by engineers under the direction of the
government for a line of railway con-
necting Montreal with the harbors of St.
John and Halifax by the shortest and
best practicavle route, including the re-
ports of Messrs, A. L. Light and Vernon
Smith on the lines surveyed by them, re-
spectively, running up the valley of the
Etchemin river and from ®Canterbury,
N. B., to the northern end of Chesun-
cook lake, in.the state of Maine.,”

Short Line Through Maine,

The following session,” however, the
government eame down with the policy

which had been foreshadowed in the pre-

vious session, that is, the policy to build
a short line of railway, not upon Cana-
dian territory, but across American ter-
ritory, in the state of Maine. The reso-
lution was introduced by Sir Charles
Tupper, and it was in these terms: “Also
for a line of railway connecting Mon-
treal with the harbors of St. Johu and
Halifax via Sherbrooke, Moose Head
Lake, Mattawamkeag, Harvey, Freder-
icton and Salisbury, a subsidy not ex-
ceeding $80,000 per annum for 20 years,
forming in the whole, together with the
subsidy authorized by the act of 47 Vie.,
chap. 8, a subsidy not exceeding $250,-
00v per annum, the whole of which shall
be paid in aid of the construction of such
line for a period of 20 years, or a guar-
antee of a like sum for a like period as
interest on the bonds of the company
undertaking the work.

Well, sir, we took strong exception io
this policy, and that exception was for-
mulated in an amendment, which I my-
self moved from the opposition benches,
and which was in these words: “In the
opinion of this House additional surveys
are requisite in order to a sound decision
for the short line railway, and it would
be premature to aid any line before fur-
toer surveys had been made.”

What the Liberals Demanded.

The surveys which had been made had
not been complete, The line was simply
surveyed in a portion of the province of
Quebee, and very little in the provinee
of New Brunswick. We therefore de-
manded, befdre the policy was adopted
to run that line of railway across the
state of Maine, that new surveys should

{ be made, so that we might come to a

better understanding of the question and
arrive at a more proper decision. Again,
I am sorry to say that this motion was
voted down, and the policy was adopted
of building a short line of railway across
the state of Maine, NoW,sir; it has been,
mote or less in the air for the last twen’y
vears that the goverhtiént of Sir Johm
A, Macdonald assented very reulctantly
to the policy of building the short line
of railway across the state of Maine.
There has been a tradition in the afm
for a great many years that that policy
was imposed upon the government by a
gentleman who was then a very power-
ful member of the administration. As to
that, however, I have nothing to say.
Whatever may have been the reason, the
policy was adopted of building the short
line of railway across the state of Maine.
But, sir, in the resolution which ¥ have
just read to the House I want st this
moment to call attention to a particular
part of it. The resolution called for “a
line of railway connecting Montreal with
the harbors of St. John and Halifax, via
Sherbrooke, Moosehead, ILake Matta-
wamkeag, Harvey, Fredericton and Sal-
isbury.” It was supposed that these
words, Harvey, Fredericton and Salis-
bury, had been inserted in order to get a
snorter route to Halifax by way of those
stations. I ventured at the time, in the
speech which I delivered in support of
my motion, to point out-that these words
seemed to be an afterthought, I did not
suppose that they were genuine, that
they were intended; I supposed that they
wer2 a blind, and I expressed my opinion
accordingly.
A Broken Promise.

The suspicion to which I gave expres-

sion called for an answer from the gov-
ernment, which was given to me by Sir
Heéctor Langevin, and it was in these
words: “Well, I am sure the hon. gen-
tleman will be pleased to hear the declar-
ation which the government! mak
through me, that in the arrangements ti
be made with the company to build the
railway, to take advantage of this vote
of money, of $250,000 during twenty
years, the government will take ecare
to secure the completion of the railway,
not only to Mattawamkeag, but also te
Salisbury, and if that is not secured
there will be no subsidy given. We must
act in good faith; the faith of parlia-
ment is pledged, and we must take care
that the money is employed as parlia-
ment wishes.”

These were very strong x}ords but it
turned out afterwards that my suspi-
cions were correct, and that these words
were introduced simply as an after-
thought, because this promise, which
was made solemnly on the floor of par-
liament, and on which the faith of par-
liament was pledged, never was imple-
mented; and the line through Harvey,
Salisbury and Fredericton has not been
built to this day. (Cheers.)® Whatever
may have been the reasons which mili-
tated against the government implement-
ing that promise, so solemnly made—
made with all the sacredness which
ought to attach not only to the word of
government, but to the word of parlia-
ment—whatever may have been these
reasons I do not know.

Another Effort Made.

It took four or five years to complete
the line by way of Sherbrooke and Mat-
tawamkeag. About the time that road
was comp.eted in the session of 1889,
Sir John Macdonald, under the strong
pressure which was brought to bear
upon him by the parties whose interests
it was to have this railway built from
Harvey to Fredericton and Salisbury, in-
troduced into this House a resolution to
the following effect: “That it is expe-
dient that a railway should be construet-
ed as a government work between a
point of junction with the IntercBlonial
railway, at or near Salisbury, in the said
province, or somewhere between Salis-
bury and Monecton, and that the sum of
$500,000 be granted towards the con-
struction of the said railway.”

The Senate in Rebellion,

This was another effort to implement
the solemn promise.which had been made
on the floor of parfiament. The bill
passed this House. The resolution was
introduced, adopted, put in the shape of
a biM, which was passed artd sent to the
Senate. . But there happened in the Sen-
ate what very rarely happened in those




