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The saddest sight ‘in all the world is

- versity, has just- been telling ws “that

mot a grave of the .dead, grievbus as
that migl{t be, but it is a.grave of the
living—humanity sepulehred while yet
alive.—Frances E. Willard.

The Double Meaning of Patriotism.

The roots. of true patriotism are to
be found in the ‘tribal state of man-

kind that exists upon a communal

basis,  The recognition of common

rights in land and property.. The over-

throw of communism by.the coming of
civilized slavery, whether it be  in

form ' 'Monarchial, Feudal, or Capital-
ist; is a denial of the first elementary
prineiple of human life and labor, i.e.,
the right to land and the products of
labor as—applied to land. Truly did
the poet say: ‘‘He .who owns the
means whereby I live,"owns my life.’’
True patrietism is embodied "in the
declaration of the slaves, viz.: The
world for the workers. This is in it-
self a declaration of war; by the work-
ers, upon the predatory class of bri-
gands who have usurped the rights of
the people to the land in whi¢h they
live. Between these two classes there
c¢an be no compromise. Patriotism, to
the ruling eclass, is the declaration to
protect the property of. robbers—and
to the working . class the taking of
capitalist property for the use of the
common people, “‘the working elass,”’
the only necessary class in society. To
all other interests we are traitors.

Conscription is Inevitable.

We can say now without much seri-
ous : contradiction that eonseription,
both military and industrial, will be
our lot in a few short weeks, and n¢
serious opposition need be feared by
the Government, as the 'poisbn has
done its work. Our reasons for stat-

ing that the be!ote-mentxoned is in-
evntabto, is beeau:o we know that the
great shortage in foodstuffs necessi-

: ldut yura low prodnef and

time, notwithstanding the honorable
word of our Cabinet Ministers that
they would not be used for military
purposes, and now they ecan say,
Kitchener-like, 'we have got your
names and the number on your doors
‘“and if you -don’t come we will fetch
you.”’ 'And after that, the crucifixion,
the prison and the firing squad. - The
situation is not entirely hopeless how-
ever. An intelligent man,.armed, is a
dangerous man to the capitalist vul-
tures. Labor in Russia has overthrown
the despotism of Czar Nicholas, and it
may .be our war before the deluge
ceases.
possibilities. Tf the call comes we will
rely on you to do your bit in true
Marxian style, and determine that it
shall not cease until’ the bulwarks ef
capitalism are for ever destroyed, and

every gun is spiked as a herald of the

coming day.

The Government of ti;e United States
Declares War on Germany.
Some time ago ‘we took the oppor-

tunity. to point out in these ‘columns
‘“That  the position of the United

States, as a neutral, had become un- *

tenable,’’ in so far as she had been
supplying the belligerents with muni-
tions of ‘war since -the first shot was
fired; whatever intermational law may
mean. We ' are not so presumptious
as to attempt an explanation; it takes
a diploamtist to do that. And if we
are permitted to express an opinion—
Diplomacy -has led us into .this war

(seeret d;plomuy), swxﬁ the best it
appears in_so- many - different roles—

to wit, all the countries now at war
(are warring) u&emibly to uphold the
rights' of international law. Well did

~ Ramsey Maedonﬂd ‘ask— Has B‘nmﬁa‘.—
: Our i:mrpnutnm of

The situation is pregnant with_

tho poople of the United States want

< If they do, then it is right they
should have war. But, we are led to
ask, is it not a truth, ‘‘that, Pruident
Wilson was elected to keep the States
out of war.”’
doubt. How comes it, then, that the
President declares war - without econ-
snlting the people to whom he is re-
sponsible? The reason is ohvious. No
Government ever declared war by a
democratic vote, of the people, conse-
quently the muinition vendors, seeing
their trade dwindling because of the
home production of the helligerents,
must find some other means of hoost-
ing their profits. This c¢an be done
‘under  two heads:

(1). An army of 500,000 for Europe.

(2) The Mexican troops are moving
towards ‘the United States frontier.

It is rather significant in this respect
““That a banking ecorporation was at
work six weeks before  the ominous
declaration to give to France $100,-
000,000 to be expended in munitions
manufactiured ~in: the BStates.’”’ The
signifieance of these events cannot be
underestimated, especially so, in con-
jnn(-ti(){n with the incessant demand for
50,000 men for home defence im our
own domain on the Américan frontier.
Was ‘Sir Sam Hughes bluffing when
he said in the House of Commons ‘‘that
the $100,000 voted by the Toronto
Board of Control at the injunction of
General Lessard, was merely to benefit
certain corporations.’’
real menace in Uncle Sam’s war-like
attitude.

Or is there a

NEWS OF THE MOVEMENT

Notice to Locals.—We shall be glad
to publish each week beneath this head-
ing reports of the doings and activities
of any local. Copy sent in should be
written elearly on one side of the paper

only. Reports should be brief as
possible.
CORRESPONDENCE

Edmonton,- Alta.

Dear Editor,—I did not raise my boy
to be a soldier.

When my boys wateh soldiers march
by, T teach them to see no glory in the
spectacle, but pity for the deltisions un-
der which they are going to their doom.

Theodore Roosevelt declares that the
old wru ghould be the first to be killed,
J. M. Work- thinks those who want to
make profits out of war should be the
first. I agree with Mr. Work.

In 1898 the slogan in the United
States was ‘‘Remember the. Maine!”’
Years later it was admitted that the
Spanish-American War was fought be-
cause American capitalists had invest-
ments in Cuba that would be more pro-
fitable under Ameriean control. In
1917 J. P. Morgan’s and €has. Sehwab’s
millions are in danger, and the same
‘‘kept’'’ press is urging American lives
slaughtered to protect them, and Cana-
dian moethers are urging conscription.

Only ehildrén and non-thinkers still
believe thiat England and -Russia are
fighting for democracy and civilization,
while Germany is ﬁghtmg for militar-
ism and barbarism.

igland is_fighting to keep control
of the world’s market, which it has had
for over two hundred years; Russia is
fighting for territory; Franee wants re:
venge; Italy wants to expand, and Ger-

‘many’ wants its share of tha woﬂd‘c-

Of this we have no -

Denr E&itor 'I‘he Young _

drawmg the young folks together
the purpose of education and enj
ment. Their activities include phy
culture; mental and moral developme
as well as fulfilling a very useful pur-
pose in collecting funds for the aid of
strikers, and political eampaigns in
which the workers have direct represen
tatives in the field. " They eollected &
large sum of money to help the elothing
workers of Montreal to win ont in their
big strike; and frequently organize lee-
tures and debates.
" (Meetings are held on Sundays at 194
Spadina Avenue, at 3 p.m.)

" A. BLUGERMAN.

Hamilton, Ont.

Dear Editor,—~The following most re-
markable passage was written by Fred-
erick Engels in the year 1892, Tt oe-
curs in the coutse of an article in *‘ Die
Neue Teit,”” discussing the probability
of a general European war, just sach as
we ‘are having now.

*¢No socialist of whatever nationality
can wish the triumph of the present
German Government «dn the war, nor
that of the bourgeois French Repuhlie,
and, léast of all, that of the Czar, which
would be .equivalent to the subjeetion
of Europe, and therefore the socialists
of all countries are for peace., But if
it eomes to war nevertheless, just one
thing is certain—this war in which
fifteen or twenty million armed men
will slaughter one another, and all Eu-
rope will he laid to waste as never be-
fore—this war must either bring the
immediate victory of socialism, or it
must upset the old order of things from
head to foot and leave such ruins be:
Yhind that the old capitalistic society
will be more impossible than ever, and .
the social revolution, though put off for
ten or fifteen years later, will surély
conquer after that time all the more
rapidly and all the mere thoroughly.

It was Engel’s unrivalled knowledge
of the laws governing social develop-
nment which enabled him so correctly to
predict this war, the. question now is
will this prophecy that socialism ‘will
be its outeome prove equally true,  Let )
us sincerely hope so, for only socialism %
could compensate for the horrible suffer-
ing and sacrifice of. this war.

J. ALEANDER.

Winnipeg, Man,

e

Editor of Forward.
I wish to eall your attertion fo a
couple’ of reports that havé appeared
in The Forward relative to Dixen and
myself which. have _misrepresented the
faets in a somewhat serious manner and
which have conveyed erroneous lmpres-
sions to readers. The last was printed
in the issue of Mareh 10th, and has re-
ferencé to the action taken by myelf
in the Legislature regarding invitations
extended to the members to attend a
reception tendéred by the Goyernor- |
General: at Government House dnﬂng
his recent visit to this province. T do
not. know from what source you receive
ed your information relative to this
matter, ‘but I wish to call your atten
tion to two featurm of the puam :
referred to. .
The first is that the repwt' :
“me ag lodgmg a bitter complaint ag
the insult offered to labor 4
on aud ty:elf MW

&

t.rade




