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holly hedge planted by old Dr. Tennyson when the poet

was a child. The house was the Rectory of the parish

for nearly a hundred years, but the present rector, Rev.

John Soper, has deserted the historic house and dwells

in the neighboring parish.

And this is the house where Tennyson spent his

youthful prime and where he composed many of his

chiiftf works. As ** In Memoriam " is the record of a

soul struggle fought out on this very ground, we may
expect to find in that poem many local references. To

this place often came Arthur Hallam ** from brawling

courts and dusty purlieus of the law " to drink the cooler

air and mark " the landscape winking through the heat."

Here often he joined the rector's happy family " in

dance and song and game and jest." To this place was

brought the cruel news of Hallam's death which felled

the poet's sister in a swoon and turned her orange-

flowers to cypress. Here for many gloomy years the

broken-hearted poet plied the " sad mechanic exercise
"

of writing verse to soothe his restless heart and brain.

The only other structure of interest in Somersby i

the little church of which Tennyson's father was rector

for many years. It is very small and very old. To

the right of the porch is an ancient cross of the four-

teenth century, bearing figures of the Virgin and the

Crucifixion. Over the porch is a dial with the motto,

" Time passeth," and the date 1751. The interior of

the church is uninviting. The rough pews would seat

about forty worshippers ; the pulpit in the comer is

small and mean ; the windows that pierce the walls at


