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many races quite distinct and different from one

another, the conquest of one race by another, or

the conquest of a number of races by one, was

frequent and had a great influence on thought

and on religion. The influence of one religion or

system of thought on another was sometimes con-

siderable, as the intellectual influence of I^jvpt on

Greece, and sometimes great, as that of Greece on

Rome.

The influence of the physical conquest of many
by one was immense politically and socially, as in

the case of Rome, which subdued Greece and, to-

gether with Greece, all that Alexander had conquered

in Asia and Egypt. With the ruin of Carthage,

Rome destroyed the ancient thought of Phoenicia,

which was closely akin to the earliest Hebrew, and

one of the most important among Semitic nations.

With the conquest and assimilation of Transalpine

and Cisalpine Gaul, the whole ancient fabric of

Keltic thought on the continent gave way, and its

chief elements were lost soon after.

The last of the ethnic religions of Europe, and

one of the most valuable, that of the Lithuanians,

continued in perfect condition till the fifteenth cen-

tury, when it was ended through bloodshed and

violence. This last of the systems of primitive

Aryan thought in Europe passed away leaving slight

traces. We know the names of some of its divini-

ties ; we know that it resembled the Slav, but was

more developed, that it had sacred serpents and

priestesses who guarded the holy, unquenchable fire
;


