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But "Mr. Sumnor lias boon ono of (lio most indiistrions, perhaps

tlie most industrious, Senator tliat Massachusotts has ever ^nvcn
to the national councils. His mind has hccu moro comprciicusivo

tnan that of any of liis predecessors, lie has 1,'rappled witii ail

the «rreat prohlenis of the day
;
and so thoroughly, so exhaustively,

as to leave nothing,' to desire.

Accurate, profoundly learned, always in the van, fearless, wield-

in;/ a most connnandinj,' influence, his speeches will be the most
valuable contribution possible to the literature of polities and re-

I'oirn. They have " made history," and will naturally be the best

ri'liance of those Avho shall study our times, as his career will be,

both for students and statesmen, one of the noblest examples.

By Hon. John P. Hair, in (he Untied States Senate, Auf/ust 27,

1851, in the debate after Mr. Sumner's Speech entitled " Freedom Xa-
tional, Slavery Sectional."

I feel bound to say that the Honorable Senator from Massachu-
setts has, so far as his own personal fame and reputation are con-
cerned, done enou<rh, by the eflbrt he has made hei'e to-day to

place himself side by side with the first orators of antitpnty, and
as far ahead of any livint,^ American orator as freedom is ahead of

slavery, I believe he has founded a new era to-day in the history

of the politics and of the eloquence of the country; and that, in

future generations, the young men of this nation will be stim-

ulated to efibrt by the record of what an American Senator has

this day done, to which all the appeals drawn from ancient history

would 1)0 entirely inadequate. Yes, sir, he has to-day made a

draft upon the gratitude of the friends of humanity and of liberty

that will not be jiaid through many generations, and the memory
of which shall endure as long as the English language is spoken,

or the history of this Republic forms part of the annals of the

world. That, sir, is what I feel, and if I had one other feeling,

or could indulge in it in reference to that effort, it would l)e a

feeling ahvay, that it was not in me to tread, even at a humlile

distance, in the path he has so nobly and eloquently illustrated.


