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of Bafynff And thptt, if poiTible, to find out a Land*
iDg-plac« for them, and, in cafe of their landing, to

giye them all the AOTiftance in his Power for that Pur*

pofei but with refpcA co the Queftion, ** Whether
<' they fhould land, or not land" (tho* he would have
figned to any Propofal he thought right, and, would
have acquiefced in any juftifiablc Meafure, yet) he
conftantly thought, it was the Part of the Generals

to determine that Quel^ion by themfelves, nor fhould

he have given Sir John the Anfwer he did, but from
its being his fmcere Qpinipn i—he looked upon them
to be good and gallant OfHcers, and Officers of Ser-

vice, and therefore could not but fuppofe they were
infinitely better Judges of their own bufinefs, than

he <;ould be. It was fr^ni the fame Opinion of their

Knowledge in their own Profsflion, that he alTented

to figning the Refolutions of the firft Council of War,
*'- That it was not pradlicable to take Rochefort by
•« Efcalade," and he at that Time expreffcd a Defire,

that the Land Officers fhould give their Opinion by
themfelves, as he thought it a Matter of Judgment,
which merely related to them, and that the Sea had
nothing to do with it, farther than telling them, they

had found out a Landing-place, and were ready t6

land the Troops, if they thought proper, and to give

them all the AfTiflance in their Power. — When the

Deponent mentioned this. Major General Conway faid,

as he remembers, *' Why really I am of Opinion,
" as Sir Edward Hawke fays, it is a Matter of Opi-
*' nion of our own ;** but in Confidence of the Abi-
lities of the Generals, he neyerthelefs acquiefced in

their Opinion, of thelmprafticability of taking Roche-

fort by an Efcalade or Storm ; however, though he
afTented to the not landing upon that Footing, he
did not give it, as his Opinion, that the Troops
fhould not land at all, for any other Attempt, which
the General Officers fhould find proper and expedient

for the Service ; on the contrary, he then urged the

Neceffity, there appeared to him, of doing fomething
agreeable to the King's Inflrudions. • /

Sir


