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afiotd a defirable ehterUitiment to thofe 4f nfore cnbrgcd under-

Handing, ^nd cultivated tafte.

It is not however, on accoant of the diflemiilation of ikowieJjge

alone that the ecl'^or dalb.the attention df tfad public to this work ; but

b.caufe it is equally adapted to the extirpation of ernn Fa^ eijpe-

cially when the; refpe<ft diftant objects, are often impcrfe^y known*
or much miireprefented by thofe who conunUmcate them to the public.

When thi» happens, in the ordinary modes of publication, fuch mif-

reprefentations cannot be cafily difcovered. It may be long before fuch

publications fall in the way of thofe who know the fads with precifion :

and when this at lafi does happen, it requires fo great an exertion* in

thefe circumftanees, to put matters to rights, that few perfons find

themlelves difp<)fed to undertake the talk. Even whe» this «lifficulty

is overcome, the tafk ii but imperfedly accompliihed. Thoufands may
have been miflcd by the fuppofed fad, who may never have an oppor-

tunity of meeting with its refutation. Thefe, in their turn, Itiay reafon

upon the fad, ani!' publiih it in other works. Error may thus be

propagated among ihiliions who never fhall have an opportunity of get-

ing thefe falfe notions correded. This could n*)t happen, ihould the in-

tended mifcellany meet with as general a circulation as it is naturally

fufceptible of. In that cafe, the publication would foon fall into the

hands of fome one who would know with pfecifion the fads that oc-

curred in it, even with refped to very diltant objedi : And as errors

of this fort might be redified, in many cafes, by a few line^j which
would coft little trouble to write, and be attended with no expence,

nor be accompanied with obloquy nor any other difagreeable effed

to the writer, there .feetns to be no room to doubt, that the native

love of truth, which is congenial to the human mind, wOuld prompt
fuch perfons cheerfully to point out errors wherever they oceurted ; uid

as thefe corredions would come in fuccefllon to be read by the very

perfons who had been at firft milled, the evil would be quickly redi-

fied, and this great inlet to error be flopped up nearly at its fource.

Doubtful fads alfo, that occurred in other writings, might thus be af-

certained ; and error be at laft fo thoroughly ferrctted out from all

its intricate retreats, as to make truth to reigii triurtiphant over

all the regions of fcience. Such, then, bemg the great objeds aimed

at in this apparently humble work, it will not be wondered at that

the editor not only does not wifh td eonceal his name from the public,

but is even proud to have given birth to fuch an undertaking. If

his former writings poilbfs any merit at all, they owe it entirely to

an unremitting defire in him to promote the general good i>f man-
kind ; and he trufts, that his efforts to render as perfed as he cafi, thil

much greater and more ufeful performance, may entitle him to hope for

a continuance, and an extenfion even, of that favour, which he had«

on all former oecafions, fo liberally experienced itpm an ever indulgent

public. Should he fail in this attempt, lie fiiall regret it as ii misfortune,

and afcribe it to the weaknefs of his powers, that have not been fuffi^

cient to roufe the public attention to- a fubjed of fuch universal mo-
ment ; and to the accidental waywardncfs of the times. If, hoWeVef
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