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Rftcnt of Fuca's Slrail.

Tt will liav(> Ihhmi obsorvcd by His Imporial ^Miijcsty tlmt llov ^Fajosty's (iovonJ

nioiit, ill siicakinu' (»!' riica's Strail, uses tliat cxitfcssiim to {Iciiotc tlic inlet of tiic vT

Avliicli fvlciids IVoiii Cajtc i'latlcry to Whidlx-y Island, wiiicli lies oil" tlio Aniciica

Continent. The iitniosi leiiLftli ol" Fnea's Sti'ail would tims extend over alioiit 2

of longitude, e(|iial in tliat latitude to about S(, miles (ilnnlisli), wlion it nier;:c<,a

its soutli-east extivniity, in Adniirally Inlet, and at its north-east extremity

Itosario Stmit.

• Xariijfitinu of Fttca'a ISlrdil.

Till' ifnsario Strait and the Canal de [jnro are both of thein eonneettvl ininiediani

with l''nea's Strait, so that it is ])ossil)le lor a vessel settini; out IVoni a ])ort on citil

sid(! ol' the Channel umler the li)th parallel oi' north latitude, to ])ass by either of

iiiterveniiiu' (."liannt'ls into iMiea's Strait, and theiiee to the raeilic (Jeean ; witlii:!

ditl'erenee, however, that a rcssri juissIikj down the Rnsnrin .S7r«// would enter I'l

Strait at its eastern end. in about 12:1' -IT' west loii'^'ilude, the proper and safe cit'j

for sutdi ;i vessel beiiiu; to the eastward of Davidson's IJoek at tlie distanee ofal.^

J. mile south of ("ape Colville, and ."o irniild hare lo n(irii/alr tlir vliolc of Film's S<-1

on its way to the I'aeitie Ocean ; \vhereas a rf:ts:i'l imssinr/ dnini flic Ciuial dr Hnrn'

kee]) a safe eoiirse between Discovery Island and the .Middle liaiik, and enter

Strait of I'^ica in about 12:i° 10' west lonn'itude, and so n-nnld onlij he ohlitjpd In inn'-i

nhnul twn-tliirdy (f Fiira's iStriiit (in its way to the I'acilic Ocean. (Jii the other l!:i:|

a vessel enterini;' Fuea's Strait frimi ihe I'aeilic Ocean and linniid up the Rosaiio Si

by nii,'ht, after makin^• the lii^lil upon llaee Island, would have to uiake the lij

upon \ew l)unu'i>ness, Mhieh is about 70 miles from Cape I'^lattery, and then the

u])ou Smith or Blunt Island, which lies almost in the centre of the eastern eiiiij

Fiiea's Strait, and about miles from tlie entrance of the I'osario Strait. Hk
made; Smith's Island, the vessel may pass safely either to the northwai'd or the sn

Avard of it, accor(lin^• as the wind may allow. In the former ease she would jiim

have to pass within ;{ miles of Cape Colville before she can enter the Rosario SH

On the other hand, if she is obliu'cd to keep a coui'se to the southward of Sm:\

Island, she would proba.bly lunc to jiass within :> miles ol' ^Vhidbey Isliind bel'on

reaches \\\c entrance of the Rosario Strait. She iniuht thus b(> oblin'cd in tnie orl

other ease to naviuate Avithin llti' three wil-.t limit. (Jn the- eotitrary, a vessel oiitf:

J'uea's Strail from the Ocean, and boimd up the Canal de llaro, Avill not be uiidiTJ

necessity to ])ass within territorial Avaters on either side o.' the boundary line, iiu

to reach the enlrunee of the Canal.
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llaviiii;' thus, in the first ])lace, broiiu;li1 under the consideration of llis Tmiv

.Afajesty the physical features of tlie Avatcrs throiiiih Avliieh the boundary line is il

drawn piu'suant to the provisions of the Treaty of the 15tli .hm(>, ISKi, Her J{nl;J

^lajesty's (lovernment jiroposes, in the second place, to submit to the eonsidenitifj

His Imjierial Majesty certain I'ules of interiire'ation which, in the opinion ol'.jiif

of the highest authority, are applicable to the interpretation of Treaties, and wliiiJ

the opinio: of Her IJritannie Majesty's Ciovernment, may be properly iuvoy

elicit the true interpretation of the Treaty of the 15th June, lb 10.

Ruksfoi- the Interpretation of Treaties.

There are certain admitted Uules to which Her ^Majesty's (lOA'crnnicnt invil(*

attention oi' His Jin])erial Majesty, as ]n'oper to be observed in the interpretiitil

Treaties:—
1. The trnrds of a Trentij are to be taken to lie used in the sense, In which th'i

coiiimonhj used ill the time when the Treaty was entered into.

In ailirination of this rule, Vattel (I. ii, chap. 17, see. 271) writes:
—

"

int(>rpreiatioii of Treaties, einnpacts, and prinniscs, av(> oui^'ht not to deviate I'li

eomnion use of lani^'uaLre unless we have very stront^ reasons for it;" and in ilhi

of what he means bv "tb(> common use oi' laiMiuanc,"' h(> u,'oes on to say, in

of the lime when the Treatv or tli'272. "The ii<;n,fe avc here s])eak of is that

of whatever kind, was drawn up and eoneluded. liangiiayes incessantly A'ary

siu'uilieatiou and force of words cliani-'es with I'iik ."

• Stf C'iiart No. 4. I Sec Cliart No. 3.
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