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gri'iit trliu'ii'vs ill soulhovn I'rancc g-avo the preferoiifo to bone iiiul ivory over Hint or stoiii',

bofimso the cliinatio conditions imdiT which tlu'v lived rcniU'red those most acccssihli

to tlieni ; and we sec in the familiar types of Hint arrow-heads, stone-hainmers, and

the like primitive tools of savaa'e man, both in ancient and modern times, how naturalh

the workman, with the .same materials and similar necessities, shapes his few and simpl.'

weapons and implements into like form. As to the absence of pottery, alike amonij- llio

an( ieiil cave-dwellers and the modern Eskimos, in which Professor Dawkins finds anotlur

elemeiit of resemblance, it proves no more than that both had to work under ilimatic con-

ditions whiih rendered clay, adecpiate fuel, and nearly all othi>r appliances of the potl'T,

even less availal)lc than Hint and stone.

Hut the caves of the Vezere have furnished examples not only of skulls, but of compldo

skeletons of an ancient race of cave-dwellers, whether that of the inirenious draus'htsnicn

and reindeer hunters or not ; and had those, or the underlyinij- debris, yielded any trace.- nf

thi' Ivskimo type of head, there would then be good reason for atta<hiim' an excej^tional

value to any evidence of correspondence in arts and habits. But the cerebral capacity of

this Cro-Mag'non race amply accords with the artistic skill, and the sense of beauty and

grace of natural I'orm. ascribed to the ancient drauuhimen ; and their well-developiil

skulls and large bones present, in every rcsjiect, the most striking contrast to the stuntiil

Eskimo. The strongly marked physiognomy of tho former bears no resemblance to tin'

debasi'd ^Mongolian type of the latter. No doubt it may be argued with stiliicieiit pLni-

sibility that in the slow retreat of the palieolithic race of the valley of the Vezere over siil)-

merging continents, sinec eugulphed iu the ocean ; and in the vast icons of glacial or sub-

glacial changes which have marked their migration to another liemisphere. and their retreat

to their latest home on the verge of the pole, any amount of change may have modilied tlf'

physical characteristics of the race. But if so, the evidence of their pedigree is no lonuvr

producible. The ]'2skimo may indeed be related by descent to the men of the Fr(>ni h

reindeer period; ;» we ourselves may b(^ desceiulants of paheolithic nuin ; but. as rrofessur

(teikie has justly remarked: "When anthropologists produce from some of the cave-

occupied by the reindeer hunters a iraiiium resembling that of the living I'^skiiiio. it will

be timi' I'liough to admit thai the latter has desi'cnded from the former, lint, unlorttinatcly

for Ihi' view here referred to. none of thi! skulls hitherto found affords it any supiiort.''*

In truth, the plausible fancy that the discoveries of the last twenty years have fended tocon-

firm th(> ideiitilication of the cave-men with the l>kimos, only recpiircs the full ai>preci;i-

tioii of iill Ihat it involves, in order that it shall lake its place with that other identifica-

tion w ith the red man of tlie pre.si'ut day of " Dr. Dowler's sub-cypress Indian who dwelt

on the site of Xcw Orleans 'jV.OUO years ago."

The received interpretation of the imperfect record which remains to us of the succcssivi'

eras of n'cologieal change with the ai'companying modifications of animal life, down to

the appearance of man as an inhabitant of this world; and the deciphering of geologii :il

chroniclings as a coherent disclosure of the past history of the earth: ari' largely due to ^^il

Charh's Lyell. In 1«41, he visited this continent, and then estimated with caution-

conservatism some of the evidences adduced for the assumed aii'iquity of Araoricau man.

But subsequent observations led him to modify his views ; aud at length, in 18G3, \w

* I'ruliisloric IOumjih, p. .550.


