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cr still ? The c^^^ ofthe iirrival of Captain Monrcs from Mncao,
•oauioii thut Ili^ipply them, when they should depart." This
id, under the l.H|i||rer ahows, at that period, there was no claim

n • ^'7 '" '"•'^•••ritorial rights by the party who made the pre-
Unlish HuhjectNijed settlement of Meares.
s Narrative, suy_4 n,.^ association for the fur trade was form-
do, with the III at Macao, which changed the plan of Meares,
cadily conseiittihedid not return to the coast of America, but,
us territory, wl, jgeiit of the association, he g^avc instructions
the accommodiif tlie vessels it sent out. From these, as uttuchcd

*' In return ''l^s Memorial, it is evident that there was an
irof pistols." t^ntion to make an establishment on the north-
he R'"ant wtts iiggt coast of America, but at what point docs not
It all doulit is ii,pear; nor is there a word about the purchased
f the interview i,ots of land at Nootka Sound, but that point is

"
.. T'"° ^^ ^•''^^ ^^ ^''"^•' " ^^ recommend you, if possi-

ys, " As u briljj^ to form a treaty with the various chiefs, par-
ti he was proni,olarly at Nootka."
coast he should Captain Colnett, of the ship Argonaut, (under
house, and allfjgliMh colors,) was the first, who, sailing with

ese instructions, arrived at Nootka. He found
specific object, q Spanish officer, Martinez, in possession of that
c".spotofgrouii5ce, and informed him of his intention to erect a

i extracts; unu Ofitish fort on shore. This Martinez resisted as
[le bought the !«» inva-siion of his sovereign's right; an altercation
od by the proiinUowed, which resulted in the arrest of Colnett

'k'-'' nV "°*^.'^""ld the seizure of his vessel. Afterwards, the
his Memorial, Princess Royal," consort of the "Argonaut,"
o triieti of land rriving at the same port, was also seized and taken
or the equally (, n prize. This transaction was the subject of a
s, that the chiefioBsagc (May 5th, 1790) from the King of Great
ucs 03 their so'^tain to its Parliament, and foi-med the basis of
ought no land fiie negotiations which led to the Nootka Sound
permission to nianvcntion. Though the message of the King
IS abundant inojnpiixing of the capture of vessels, the seizure of
IS, according tongoes, and the imprisonment of crews ; though,
1 nations, such

t) the commencement, the point to be discussed
cd nothing agnojmed to be the distinction between the right of
overy, it is uscxcluslve occupation, and the right of exclusive
^^^ '^*

TV
wvcreignty, navigation, and commerce; the terri-

Meares at Nooanal instinct of Great Britain was aroused by the

r'rrfiafr r"*^
^"iiegotiation. The claim for redress because of ves-

[l7eo) before it 'efi captured and cargoes seized, closed with a
.
submitted by tJrtaty, the first article of which, was for the res-
s a house, or ratojration to British subjects of buildings and tracts
>8ts, covered wtlemd. To this size, even then, had grown the
It tins Capt. Do^Bpot of ground," and the fur traders' hut erect-
, and commandrd for a temporary shelter.
s before sailing Since 1826, the British negotiators have rested
year. If, tiienheir claim upon the Nootka Sound convention;
Jssion in defaul^at they have not informed the world to what ex-
Ilow up discovflot that claim may go, or on what basis it now
of « the hut'-«»ts. Our Secretary of State, (Mr. Calhoun,)
abandoned. Ifce 20th Septei..ber, 1844, in a letter to the British
vingyear, (17fVtinister, (Mr. Pakenham,) asked the reason for
lire into trespasiJB assumptions from the Nootka convention. It
lajesty. He sai«,to be regretted that the reasons have not been
actions to makajly given. That " spot of ground is so expan-
nval at thatplajHre," that it were well to fix some limit to its
le " Iphigenia'jrowth.
she had return.

; Mr. Chairman, the first article of this Nootka
Islands. She Mcohvention provides for the restoration of •« build-
(Viana,) Captijfigs and tracts of land situated on the northwest
}f supercargo. <Mia3t of America," or on the adjacent islands, of
i under the Porvihich British subjects " were dispossessed about
ise papers. Wthe month of Apfil, 1789." The reference is to
anchor in a j)thc transaction at Nootka Sound; and I believe it
Spam; and wImis been suflSciently proven, that when the Span-
in, being in (ii|h officer arrived, there were no buildings at the
re in daily expijjace, that no tracts of land were claimed by Brit-

ish subjects, and therefore that the article waa
void.

The second article provides for compensation for

the loHses sustained by acts of violence. This was
fulfilled by the payment of the sum agreed on

—

$210,000—and which probably much surpassed
any loss sustained.

The third article gives to the subjccta of both
the contracting parties the right to land on the
coast of the Pacific or South sea, '• in places not
already occupied, for the purpose of carrying on
their commerce with the natives of the country,
or of making settlements there," subject to 'he re-

strictions in the following articles.

Among the restrictions, the only one having an
important bearing on the right to make settlements,

is m the fifth article, which limits those settlements

to the coast and adjacent islands " situate to the
north of the coast already occupied by Spain."
This treaty was formed in 1790, In 1789, Spain
settled Nootka; therefore, the joint right of settle-

ment was north of this point. Then, sir, the ques-
tion arises: what extent of ground did the Spanish
settlement cover.' The established usage is, that

settlement on any part of an island, is considered

as extending to the whole. The line, if this be
correct, which forms the southern limit of the
British right to make settlements under the Nootka
convention, is to be drawn through the head of
duadra and Vancouver's Island.

Mr. Chairman, accustomed to believe that Brit-

ish subjects had no right to settle, except for pur-
poses of fur trade, in the region of Astoria and its

dependencies ; that it was sheer assumption on their

part to claim authority to make permanent settle-

ments in southern Oregon; I listened with much
surprise to the gentleman who yesterday construed
the claim as extending to the whole coast down to

Mexico. British diplomatists are seldom barred
by modesty from asking for enough; but this con-
struction surpasses any they have ever inade, and,
if correct, would greatly modify my opinions on
our present policy. I have endeavored to construe
the Nootka convention by its terms; now, sir, I

will refer to its history, as illustrative ofthe object

the British negotiators had in view. In what part
of the coast of northwestern America had British

subjects sought to trade.' The publication of
Cook's voyjiges originally attracted British enter-

prise to the American coast of the north Pacific.

Cook first landed at Nootka, and his examinations
were thence northward. The British adventurers
in the fur trade followed in his track. To show
that they neither engaged in, nor valued the trade

south of that point, I will read another passage
from *' Dixon's Voyage round the World." At-
tached to liis journal is a condensed history of the
fur trade, as it existed two years befor*? the Nootka
treaty. Page 321, he says: ** From this short
' sketch of the fur trade, thou mayest easily per-
' ceive that many great advantages would be de-
* rived from it, if placed on a permanent footing;
' to effect which, I should conceive the most eligi-

* ble plan would be to establish a factory on the
' coast; and the north end of dueen Charlotte's

« island seems peculiarly well adapted for Jhat pur-
oe; the situation is nearly central, between

* Cook's river and King George's Sound; and we
* are well assured that the furs to the southward
* are of a very inferior quality.

*
' The region , then,.


