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"I am no maldi lur Moiisii'ur N'criUfr."

"The deuce! 'I'lieii 1 will ti^'hl with pistuls."

"1 adviM' }( u to.— Voii see, if you ute large horse pistols

and load them to the muzzle, they are .sure to kick and misti,

and each man withdraws with unhletiiished honor. Leave

me to arrange it. liy tin- Mas.-;, two gooil men would be great

fools to kill eaeh otiier for a je>;t."

"Are you sure the pist()l> will lire wide enough? I should

be sorry to kill the man,"' >aid Gaudissart.

"Sleep easy."

Ne.xt morning the adversaries, both rather pale, met at the

foot of the Pont de hi C'ise.

The Worthy \'ernier narrowly missed killinL' a eow that

was grazing by the roadside ten yards oif.

"Ah! you tired in the air!" e.xclaimed (Jaudissart, and with

these words tlir cnemit'S fell into each other's arms.

".^Iop^ie^lr. said the traveler, "your joko was a little

rough, but it was fiinny. I am sorry I spoke so strongly, but

I was beside myself.— I hold you a man of honor."

'^lonsieur, we will get you twenty subscribers to the chil-

dren's pai»er." replied the dyer, still rather pale.

"That being the ea.se," said (Jaudissart. "why should we
not breakfast together!' Men who have fought are always

ready to understand each (^ther."

"Monsieur Mitouflet," said Gaudissart, as they went in,

"there is a bailiff here. I suppo.se?"

"What for?"

"I mean to s-erve a notice on my dear li'.tle Monsieur Mar-
garitis, recpiiring him to supply me with two casks of his

wine."

"Rut he has none," said Vernier.

"Well, monsieur, I will say no more about it for an in-

demnity of twenty francs. Rut I will not have it said in

your town that you stole a manli on Gaudissart the Great."

Madame Margaritis. afraid of an action, which the plaintiff

would certainly gain, brought the twenty francs to the clem-

ent bagman, who was also spared the pains of any further


