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BY THE WAY.
HERE are various sides to free trade in lum-
ber. Only some three months have passed over
since the Wilson Bill actually became law, and within
that period, discussion and speculation on the question
has sometimes waxed wanm, and certainly has been
voluminous. In other ways, and elsewhere in LUMBLR-
MaN columns, we have within these three months, dis-
cussed the more serious and larger phases of the ques-
tion. Let us, by the way, look at some of the side hights
that reflect their rays upon the larger subject.

X X X X
\When free lumber was a subject of agitation, but had
not become law, our fricnds to the south of us, saw noth-
ing but 1uination to the lumber business, and perhaps it
is that Canadian lumbermen wete lop-sided in their
vision, seeing only the benefits that would come to the
trade here, not some of its drawbacks. Now things are
commencing to work out practically, and we find there
t are two sides to the shneld in this case, as there are in
almost every case, Mr. Meaney, of Robt. Thompson &
Co, states in the Eli page that his firm at the Windsor
office, are bringing supplies from Michigan, in place of,
as had been their custom, having the lumber forwarded
to them, from their mills in the north.  There is enough
difference in freight rates to make it pay this firm better
to get their supplics in this manner for their western On-
tario trade, than to follow the old line.  Business of this
character isnot being done alone by the one firm.  Word
reaches us, that a Bay City firm has made a sale of 1,-
000,000 feet of lumber for shipment to Canada, the logs
from which this lumber was manufictured, having been
cutin Michigan. Another \Windsor concern, who have
been buying in this manper, for their Canadian trade, is
! Pigpott & Sons.  Mr. Piggott was inteiviewed about the
 transaction, and madc the following statement-  “Here-
i tofore, 1 have got all my lumber from the Canadian mills
on the Georgian bay, but as the duty has been taken off
1 thought I could do better in Michigan, and 1 find that
1 can. We now have frec trade in lumber. {n my
opinion this will be a splendid thing for both countries,
1 as we dealers can now buy cither logs or lumber in the
}chc:lpcst market and sell in the dearest.” There scems
.to be, no doubt, that a good deal of Michigan lumber

will come into western Ontario in this manner.

X X X X
Again, lumber is coming into Canada from the
Duluth territorics.  \Weare told of red pine from Duluth
that 1s alicady on the market in competition with white
pine from our own wills. At Grand Marais, 110 miles
from Duluth, lumbering operations arc more active this
- fall than usual. 3,000,000 feet of loys are being got out
 there by  local finn, and these are coming over to this
country to Port Arthur mills. Since lumber and logs
were made free into Canada, the Dulwh people say
there has grown up a business of no small iinpo:tance in
1his direction, and not less than thirty-five million fect of
logs have been towed across the Jake fiom Ashland and
other points in Duluth to Port Arthur imlls.  Manitoba
has always drawn its supplies to some extent, from
northern Minnesota, in many respects, this being their
natural source of supply, and with free lumber, there is
no doubt, but that there wiil be considerable lumber
brought into this province in that manncr.  Quoting the
Mississippi Valley Lumberman:  “ It is a fact, that
Minnesota lumbermen arc sclling Jumber in Manitoba
this fall, since the removal of tariff on lumber. This
seeus 1o be a result of free trade, directly opposite of

universal expectation®

X X X X
We go further west to British Columbia, and we find
2 sont of secsaw business going on there.  British
Columbia mills arc, in some cases, finding it an advant.

age to import their logs from \Washington territory, and
instances of the kind are recorded in our news columns
this month, The shae, on the other hand, if that is not
a paraduy, is pinching the lumbenmen of San Francisco,
as British Columbia miills find free trade is going to give
them & good opportunity to do business in California.
Three British Columbia anlls have already established
agenciesun San Francisco, and they will push trade in
that territority. ‘The California market, is, according tothe
Puget Sound Lumbernman, the most important the mill
men of Washington and Uregon caterto. It taok from
the state of Washington w 1893, 195,874,000 feet of hun-
ber, or 14,101,022 feet more than was shipped by railand
to foreign points combmed. This market takes many
of the commoner grades of lumber which cannat be
shipped cast or to foreign points, and which would be
unsaleable but for the California demand. Puget Sound
people accordingly arc squealing at this turn in affairs.
Contrariwise, it is among the possibilities, if free lumber
isto be considered a fixture, that some time in the future
United States lumbermen may cross over from \Wash-
ington territory and elsewhere, and establish mills in
British Columbia, just as Michigan men have come into
Ontario,
X X X X

There is a phase of the taifl’ question, as cffecting
British Columbia, that is not very pleasant to the people
there. Qur correspondent frnm New Westminster notes
the fact that a Customs officer has devided that Canadian
cedar going into the United States 1s subject to a duty of
25percent.  The pacticular clause on which tlus decision
reets veads: *“Except boards, plank, deals and otherlum-
ber of cedar, lignum-vitae, lance wood, cbony, bos, gran-
adilla, mahogany, rosewoed, sitin wood, and all other
cabinet woods.” So good an authority as the Tunber-
man, of Chicago, says: “Itis cvident, of course, that
the cedar referred to in this clause s, or shonld be the
cabinet wood cedar and not the red cedar of the Paaific
coast, which is a building wood of similar quality and
value to white pine, spruce, fir, and nat a cabinet wood
at all; but the Custoin house officials do not propose to
excrcise any such discretion in the interpretation of the
paiagraph, and take it literally, and therefore are impos-
ing the dutv.” The funny part of the business is, and 1t
gives strength to the view of the Timberman, that cedas
lumber was formerly under the McKinley Act, dutiable
at 15 per cent., while this new taniff interpretation in-
creases instead of diminishes the duty. Both Wash-
ington and Ottawa are being communicated with in re-
gard to the matter and in a little time the decision will
be known. Inthe meantime the Puget Sound humber-
wmen are doing all they can to sce that the present deci-
sion of a local Customs man shall be made final.

X X X X

THE item embodied in our Uttawa correspondence of
this wonth, that the dues charged by the Quecbec
government on spruce logs are to be levied indiscrinn.
nately, whether for home use or for expor, witl be wel.
come news 1o the lumber trade as removing one possible
cause of interference with the new United States tanfi.
It is in order for the Controller of Customs te arrange
his part of the house so as 10 make things pleasant, and
legislators at Washkington will be domng the correct thing
to make the tariff re. Batish Columbta cedar read as it
was intended to read, applying only to the cabinct wood
cedar, without reference to the red cedar of the Pacific
Coast.

PROBABLE CUT IN DULUTH.
ONE opinion given forth as te conditions in Duluth
and Minncsota, the coming scason, and their effect
on Canada, is this: “ Therc will be no lumbering
of consequence done this comipg winter in the territory

north of the height of land in this state for Canadian
mills.  Heretofore the quantity of timber cut and floated
down the sticams northward into Rainy River and across
the Lake of the Woods to the mills at Rat Portage and
vicinity has varied from 20,000,c00 to 40,000,000 feet
annually. This season the only work donein this region
will be the cutting of 6,000,000 fect that is under contract
made years ago, and so is forced on the market. [t is
stated that by reason of the low price of wheat and other
products of the Canadian Northwest,the combined mills
of Rat Portage and ncighborhood, which cut from
60,000,000 to 80,000,000 feet a year, have marketed so
far this scason only about 22,000,000 fect. The timber
in the distnet from which these Canadian mills got their
supply is the best in Minnesota, and therefore it has
gone only to them.  The present dullness in the trade
there, however, wul have a direct influence in opening a
permanent matket for it in this state”

A PIECE OF ANTIQUB 0AK.

SMALL black of white oak on the editor's desk,

says Hardwood, suggests possibilities in the direc-
tion of added beauty and varicty to this princely wood.
‘The Wock in question is one and one-quanier inches
thick, and three inches wide by six inches long with
vertical gram. Itis over 200 years old, and isa piece
of a war ship built by King Chiistian IV, of Denmark,
and named Trefoldigheden, (The ‘Trimty).  In the naval
battle of Kolbeigerheide, July 1, 1664, the Trninty was
King Christian’s flagship, he commanding the fleet.
‘The king was a pugnacious, doughty old fighter and a
terror on the sea. The fight was hot and the old sea
dog forced it with all Ins usual vigor.  During the hot-
test part he engaged two of the encmy’s ships at once
with the Trinity, and whileon the deck bareheaded and
powder stauned, urging on his gunners, a shot from the
enemy tore off a sphater from the mainmast which
struck him in the nght eye. completely destroying the
sight.  Stunned for but 2 moment, be rallied, and bind-
ing a handkerchief over lus torn and bleeding cye, he
went on with the fight moro ferociously than ever.  The
ship was finally badly aamaged, and, setting the example
our own Perry followed nearly two centuries later, he
Jaunched his boats and transferred his flag 10 another
ship and won the baule and sailed to Copenhagen
in triumph, taking the cnppled ship Trimty with am.
The ship wasrepaired and served in many a fight there-
after, and survived for more than a hundred years, when,
in 1792 worn out and battered, the game old hulk was
burned to the water's edge and sunk in the harbor of
Copenhagen.  There the stout oak timbers and planks
remained in a fitting grave for such a gallant thing until
in 1881 it was discovered while repairs were being made
to the docks of the city, and it was raised and taken to
picces and portions preserved.  Onc of these venerable
relies is the piece of oak here referred to. It is as sound
as when cut in the northern forest more than 230 years
ago, and the grain and texture are as though cut but
yesterday ; but the color is as black as cbony, and the
weight is fully one-half more than that of newly cut
white oak. It is cvidently susceptible of a very light
polish, and omamented with the monogram of the grim
old king, it makes a handsome paper weight.

KIND WORDS.

Knox Bros, Gladstone, Man.: *We consider the
CaNana LumserMAN the best publication to which
anyonc engaged in the Jumber trade can subscribe.

Jos. Bedford, Richmond, Que.: “I am pleased to
tell you that the CaNADA LUMBERMAN is improving
cvery year.  The subscription of $1.00 is far too Jow for
all the geod information we get from >



