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TfîEND 0F TIff G«~VP SUPEPLY TFCftDE
price Fluctuttions During the Past Yeftr Comrpa~ratively Noarrow.-Only &. Few LUnos

Show Important Changes.-Labor Sf111 Scarco and Wages HIgh.

In this, aur Second Annual Camp Suppiy
Number, it is appropriate ta take a retroqpec-
tive glance over the fit:ld and enumerate the
changes wvhich have taken place in the prices ai
supplies for the logging camps as compared
%with anc year aga. Not that we can hope to
tell the purchasing agents ai aur lumber com-
panies much that is not aiready within their
knowledgc, but rather that in crystaiized form
the information
may be usef ut for
comparative pur-
poses and for refer-
ence at some future
lime.

The business ai
suipplying the
camps is ai in-
crcasing import-
ance, for while aur
production of lum-
ber may have al-
ready reached the
maximum quantity,
more men are re-
quired ta.day ta
banik a given num-
ber af logs than
%vere nccessary ten
or even five years
ago. The average
wcodsman of la-
day is a man af in-
dependence. He
knows that if ehis
services are reject-
cd iii anc camp hie wvitl be ext.cndcd a hearty
welcome at another. In other words, the
lahor supply is scarcely equal ta the de-
mand, and the shantyman docs flot feci that
compulsion which he once did ta exert himsclf
in bis emplayer's behali. This latter remark
will apply ta other walks af life as iveli as "lii

the woods". Nevertheless, the result is that
thc lumberman conducting operatians on a
bimilar szale ta sonie years ago is called upon
ta provide food for a greater number af nien.

Taken as a whole, camp supplies have
remainedl almost statianary during ihe past
year. Some Unes have advanccd, others de-
clined. The most important advance is in thc
price of cotton goods, awing ta the sharp but
St.'MCWhat artificiai risc in the price ai the raw
materiai. Park prices represent thc grcatest
dccline, current values bring much lower than
anc year aga.

LABOR.
As in ail other lines ai industrial effort, the

labor problem plays an important part in the
lumber world. Truc, strikes have neyer in an
organized state caused much trouble exccpt at
the milis, but on the ather hand the question
ai supply and demand bas always cut a big
figure on the limits. This prabiem, bas in fact
reached an acute stage in the past fcw ycars,

Tua DwiNG RooS: OF A LoGGiSG CAbir.

and naturaily accupies much attention and
creates much discu%sion.

Since the days af Bytown, Ottawa bas held
the position ai Hub in the Eastern Canadian
lumber wvarld. The far reaching river with
wvhich the Capital shares its name, has bcen the
means whcreby the indtistry bas been deveiop-
cd and maintained. The Chaudicre district
alonc wvith uts mills has attractcd and hcid an
industrial army in Ottawa. Hence it is but
natural that the city should have become the
great hiring center for the warkers an the
limits and the log drives. Evcn the firms
apcrating in the Geargian Bay district and
larther wvest in Ontario look ta the Capital for
their aien. As a malter afifact thaugh, WVinni-
peg catcred the field last ycar and suppiied
many hundreds ai mcn for the Lake ai the
%Voods district. The popular move ta the
Canadian West filled the strects ai the Mani-

toba Capital and neighiborimîg towns wvill
strong young immigrants from the British
Isles particularly, and Europe generaily. Aiter
the sumimer's wvork in the harvest fields, these
men were aut of empioymcnt and readily
accepted work or, the limits. A\s the rate of
wages wvas lower than iii Ottawva, the American
firms gave the western men the prefèrence.
Just here it may be remarked that this new
phase of the labor problcm may have an im-
portant bearing in Ottawa, but it is diflicuit at
present ta make a prediction wvith any dcgrce
of assurance.

Getting back ta Ottawa. howver, it nîay bc
stated that untUl recent Vears the supply of men

was equai if not
greater than the
demand and wages
reniained normai.
Wages have been
known ta drop as
lowv as $SIo a month
and board, and $i8
a month and board
wvas considered a
good thing. The
French Canadian
hand the field ta
bimself, aîîd the
field hiçid the French
Canadian ta itseif.
The miii, camp and
drive wcre his prin-
cipaii avenuc' of
cmployment. How-
ever, the e!stabiî!,h-
ment af puip and
p3pcr mills, the
building of rail-
ways, the mave-
ment to Western
Canada and thc

northern parts of Quebec and Ontario, and the
increascd industrial activity in the chties, have
ail done their sliare in recent ycars in luriiig the
hardy lumber jack tram the limits. XVith this
markcd decrease in thc labor supply came a
corresponding increase in the demand and a
dccidedly intcrcsîing situation wvas the resuit.
The influx af Americân capital and the increase
in Canadian capital in the Georgian Bay,
Nipissing, Kippewa. Tcmiskaming and ather
districts made a ncwv and vigarous caîl for men,
and Ottawa had ta respond. The consequence
mis a rapid advance in wagcs, in fact they
have doubicd within the past fcw years. The
ruling wagcs for the season just closcd wcrc
Axe hands, $30 ta $,32 a month and board ;
teamsters, $35 a month and board ; road men,
$30 a month and board ; river drivers, $40 ta
S45 a montb and board.

Thc question riaturally arises, will tbcçc


