
THE LATE LORD HATHERLEY-CURIOUS CASES OF NEGLIGENCE.

'were delivered extemporaneously, without
p)repared notes-.a practice ini which he was
Justified by the consciousness that so mucb
writing was injurious to bis healtb. In ad-
dition to bis labours as a regular judge and
on legal commissions, be was selected by
Lord Chancellor Cranworth to act witb Lord
Wensleydale art d Sir Lawrence Peel as arbi-
-trators between Her 'Majesty and the late
King of Hanover with reference to the Crown
jewels claimed by the King. The four'
volumes of "Kay and Johnsti.on's Reports,"
from 1855 to 1859, are devotéd to bis de.
cisions. H1e became Lord justice of Appeal
-on Marcb 5, 1868; and it was a mark of
the respect in wbich he was :held that, on
;this occasion, Lord justice Selwyn, whose'
.appointment was of earlier date, gracefully
-gave up to him the seniority, in deference to
his long services and experience. H1e was,
.however, to take precedence in the Court
of Appeal in Chancery by a still higher title.
Before the end of the year Mr. Gladstone
-was Prime Minister, and Sir W. Page Wood
.becamne bis Lord Chancellor, being raised to
the peerage by the title of Baron Hatberley,
-of Down Hatberley. H1e beld this high
office for four years, but retired in 1872,
.owing to increasing failure in eyesight, and
was succeeded by Lord Selborne.

In the career of bis nepbew, Sir Evelyn
Wood, Lord I{atherley took the greatest in-
iterest. The meeting of Sir Evelyn witb bis
wbite-haired uncle was one of the most affect-
ing scenes on the general's return from the
Cape after the crusbing of the Zulu rebellion;
-and in the recent operations in the Transvaal,
'wben tbe news of Sir George Colley's defa
-and deatb reacbed this country, the old lord
was heard to utter bis nephew's namne in the
-night, [as if heAreamnt that Sir Evelyn also
was meeting with disaster. Another occu-
'pation of Lord Hatherley's age was in bis
'charities, whicb were manifold and generons.
le had been some days prostrated by illness
and on Sunday, ioth inst., he died at Mrs
bouse in Great George Street, in bis eightieth
.Year.

As a judge, Lord Hatherley was greater as
.a Vice-Chancellor than as Lord justice and
Lord Chancellor. His patience, care, and
.acuteness were invaluable in the decision ol
the cases which camne before him But Lord
EIatherîey can hardly be said to have left o

'3niark on the jurisprudence of bis country.
lie was sound and j ust in bis decisions ; bui

&ewas without any great originality o:

thought or expression. The form, of bis
judgments is much against their permanence.
They were almost always orally delivered,
and flot compressed and strengthened by
being written, and they were always diffuse
and frequently obscure. As a man he is an
example of the class, fortunately common at
the present day, who do more than volumes
of argument to disprove the vulgar belief that
the study and practice of the law have any
prejudicial effect on morality and religion.-
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C URIQ0US CA SES 0F NE GLIGEATCE.

Several recent cases of negligence seem to
deserve a place among the humorous phases
of the law. .In Carnden and Phila delp hia
Stearn Ferry Company v. Monaghan, Penn-
sylvania Supreme Court, February 24, 18811,
1o W. N. C. 47, the pIaintiff was a passenger
by the defendant's ferry-boat from Camden
to Philadelphia. As the boat approached
the wharf she arose from ber seat, along with
the other passengers, and at the moment of
the collision she was standing inside the
cabin. The boat stnick the bridge with such
force as to throw the plaintiff down and, pr'o
duce the injury complained of. The court
said: "0 f course, it is true that if she had
remained in her seat she would not have been
injured, but it does flot necessarily follow
that her act of leaving her seat was contribu-
tory negligence. Had she occupied a mani-
fest place of danger, as for instance, a posi-
tion very near to the end of the boat where
there was no railing, and been precipitated
into the water by the shock of the collision,
the contention of the defendant would
be much more appropriate, and would,
perhaps, be conclusive against ber. But the
position she was in at the moment of the ac-
cident was flot one of apparent danger at al
* * * It is the uniform. habit of persons
riding on steamboats to be upon their feet
at will while the boat is in motion, and es-
pecially as it approaches the landing. .It ià

f. one of the most comfortable and satisfactory
features of steamboat travel that passengers
are at liberty to move about fromn place to
place on the vessel while it is in motion."

tInasmucb as seats are usually provided for
f less than haif the passengers, the argument
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