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province ; various circmiistaiicos ocrasioned ma-
iiy to remain in the UiiitrtI Slates loiij;; after the

peace, an<l it was at length thoujjjht neeessary by
the govcninjent to issue a piot laniatiori, reciuiring

all such rlainmnls upon the royal hounty, to pre-

sent themselves here het'oro thi? year I79J{, wliieh

was no less than I.') years alter the peaee. All

])ersons of this deseription, however, it is clear,

whenever they did present tliemselves, were en-

titled, beyond question, to be regarded as British

^'.ibjects. They could not, upon any principle of

law or reason, be considered as having forleitcd

their allegiance, and lost their eori-jequent rights,

by tlie establislnuenl of Aiuerican independence,
which they had openly, and by all nie.uis in their

power, resisted at the hazard oi their lives, be-

cause upon the same principle, (rcMieral Simcoe
himself, or any British ollioer or soldier who serv-

ed th«'oughout thecnnteht, mii];lit ;»s well have l)een

considered to have been dj'prived of his civil

rights, by merely removing into tl»at country after

the peace. But it was not very likely that emi-

gr.ition from the IJnitod Slates to this province,

which borders up^M jt throiiiili so long a line of

frontier, woidd be' eotilliw »l eiiliiely to such per-

sons as could pro\e their loy;dty to our govern-

ment during the rebellion, or to such, indeed, as

bad in truth adhered to it. On the contrary, there

is no doubt thc't the inducements of family con-

nexions, and the means of speculation and facility

of settlement, which a n(?w country like this pre-

sented, attracted many to this province, who were
by no means of that description, but who were,

many of them probably, indiflerent, at least, as to

what form of government thev lived under.
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