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History of England, or of his Essays, or of Grotiuf, or

Puffendorf, or Cicero, or Montesquieu, or Locko, or

Burke, than with Virgil, or Shakespeare, or the Spcctiilor.

Of the history of opinions, in the department of philo-

sophy, he was already a curious student. The oration

he delivered before the United Fraternity, when ho was

graduated, treated that topic of opinion, under some

aspects, as I recollect from once reading the manu.sciipt,

with copiousness, judgment, and enthusiasm ; and Homo

of his ridicule of the Berkleian theory of the non-ox i.<l-

ence of matter, I well remember, anticipated tho sar-

casm of a later day on a currency all metallic, and on

nullification as a strictly constitutional remedy.

The other fact, as well established, by all we can ga-

ther of his life in college, is, that the faculty, so trans-

cendent afterwards, of moving the minds of men by

speech, was already developed and effective in a remarlc-

able degree. Always there is a best writer and speaker

or two in college; but this stereotyped designation

seems wholly inadequate to convey the impression ho

made in his time. Many, now alive, have said that

some of his performances, having regard to his youth,

his objects, his topics, his audience— one on the celebia-

tion of Independence, one a eulogy on a student much
beloved— produced an instant effect, and left a recollec-

tion, to which nothing else could be compared ; which

could be felt and admitted only, not explained ; but

which now they know were the first sweet tones of in-

explicable but delightful influence, of that voice, uncon-

firmed as yet, and unassured, whose more consummate

expression charmed and suspended the soul of a nation.

To read these essays now disappoints you somewhat. A.^

Quintilian says of Hortensius, Apparet placuissc allquid co

dicenie qtiod legentcs non invcnimus. Some spell there was


