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body of T!nn;lisli, urulor rioricral Mannors nnd

Prince William, whose brigades stitrcrtd consi-

derably. The Russians were, however, thus hap-

pily enabled to effect their retreat without further

molestation : thev were certaiidy the original

cause of this disaster, but whether the JJritish

were sutticiently brisk in coinin<^ to their assist-

ance, is doubted. The Russians in their persons

are rather short of stature, and very thick and

clumsy ; they have nothin«]j ex|)ressive in their

features, but resemble much the Chinese counte-

nance. I remarked an excej)tion to this rule in a

grenadier battalion, who, with tall, elen;ant persons,

possessed remarkably fine, commanding faces.

The officers in general are the most despicable

wretches I ever saw : accustomed, as they have

always been, to fight witli troops much inferior to

themselves, they thought themselves invincible.

They take the field with an immense number of

artillery, with which they cover their front and

flanks, and thus never dreamed it possible, from

their former experience, for troops to rally after

being once beaten. This fatal security was the

cause of the misfortune which befel the allies on

the 19th. After the retreat from Horn, the 4th

brigade took its station on the right, preparatory

evidently to being actively employed ; accord-

ingly, on the 2d of October, the weather not per-

mitting it sooner, the brigade assembled before day-

light at Petten, and formed the advanced guard

of a column, consisting of 10,000 men, which was
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