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numbers are great ; Spain cannot fiipport

them. At that lime the manufadures and pro-

dudts of Spain were many •, at prefcnt few ;

then the filver and gold came at laft to the Spa-

nifh artificers and workmen i now at fecond*

hand to foreigners : then there was no commer-

cial rivalry in Afia, except with the Portiiguefe,

and they were our friends, and as it were our

brethren. At prefent all nations have afllimed

their parts. Neverthelefs at that time the valu-

able commerce of the Eaft- Indies was thought

worth purfuing by fuch a variety of meafures.

And fhall we be brought to think, that the

Spanifh nation cannot by any means reftore it

;

that in its prefent ftate it is very pernicious, and

that fmall as it is fliould be relinquifhed, with-

out attention to the great opportunities of

increafing it ?

So mr. Walter thinks; and I believe he

would be not a little plcafed, could he infufe

the fame notions among the Sptiniards. As to

his own nation I obferve that in his narrative,

he very magnificently fcts forth the advantage

accruing to it from the commerce with China

and the whole coaft of the Eaft Indies, and

dwells on the great importance to the Britifli

crown, of fupporting and increafing their fet-

tlements in thofe parts. On the other hand

we have feen the ftrenuous endeavours of the

Englifh


