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PREFACE.
TO a man finccrely interefted in the wel&re of fociety and of his country,

it tnuft be particularly agreeable to rcfleA on the rapid progreft and ge>

'

neral diffution of learning and civility, which, within the prefent age, have

taken place in Great Britain. Whatever may be the cafe in fome other king-

doms of Europe, we, in this ifland, may boaft of our fuperiority to thofe il-

liberal prejudices, which not only cramp the genius, but four the temper of

man, and difturb all the agreeable intercourfe of fociety. Among us, learn-

ing is no longer confined within the fchools of the philofophers, or the courts

of the great t but, like all the greateft advantages which Heaven has beAowed

on mankind, it is become as univerfal as it is ufeful.

This general difTufion of knowledge is one effedl of tliat happy conAitution

of government, which, towards the clofc of the laA century, was confirmed

to us, and which conAitutes the peculiar glory of this nation. In other coun*

tries, the great body of the people poffefs little wealth, have little power, and

confequently meet with little refpedt ; in Great Britain, the people are opulent,

have great influence, and claim, of courfe, a proper Aiare of attention. To
their irriprovement, therefore, men of letters have lately dircdled their ftudics j

as the great body of the people, no Icfs than the dignified, the learned, or the

wealthy few, have an acknowledged title to be amufed and inftrudcd. Books

liavc been diverted of the terms of the fchools, reduced from that fize which

fuitcd only the purfes of the rich and the avocations of the Audious ; and

adapted to perfons of more ordinary fortunes, whole attachment to other pur-

fuits admitted of little leifure for thofe of knowledge. It is to books of this

kind, more than to the works of our Bacons, our Lockes, and our Xcwtons,

that the generality of our countrymen owe that fuj-verior improvement, wliich

a diAia-


